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INTRODUCTION 


 ^ —  1288964 

On  Wednesday  the  30th  day  of  August,  1899,  a  beautiful  day 
towards  the  close  of  the  summer  season,  was  held  in  Andover. 
Massachusetts,  the  Seventh  Triennial  Gathering  of  our  Poor-Poore 
Family  Association,  a  gathering  of  charming  beauty  and  interest 
S^o  all  who  were  present  and  partook  of  its  fraternal  spirit. 

On  this,  as  on  similar  occasions  in  the  past  there  were  gathered 
jjfrom  near  and  from  far,  from  store,  office,  school,  pulpit,  mill  and 
ijfarm,  in  goodly  numbers  those  who  glory  in  the  name  or  blood  of 
!  Poor. 

And  here  in  old  Andover,  amidst  scenes,  though  familiar  to  us 
Ml,  yet  dear  to  every  New  England  heart,  we  spent  a  day  long  to 
be  remembered.  Here  we  renewed  old  acquaintances,  formed  new 
friendships,  while  the  hand  of  kinship  was  extended  without  for- 
!  niality.  And  whether  engaged  in  social  converse  or  taking  part  in 
the  proceedings  of  the  day,  or  as  one  family  at  the  noon  hour,  with 
Ipthankful  hearts  for  our  many  blessings  we  gathered  around  the  f es- 
j  tal  board,  there  breathed  through  it  all,  the  spirit  of  brotherly  love. 

This  gathering  was  made  especially  pleasant  by  the  presence  of 
pmany  of  the  Little  family,  who  are  the  descendants  of  Alice  Poor, 
[wife  of  George  Little ;  while  they  have  always  been  eligible  to  mem- 
bership in  the  Association  and  welcome  to  its  gatherings,  yet  on 
this  occasion  a  special  invitation  was  extended  to  them,  and  four 
:of  that  branch  of  the  family  were  placed  on  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. And  to  them,  and  to  all  cousins,  who  share  with  us  the 
I  same  blood  and  origin,  yet  of  different  names,  we  bid  cordial  wel- 
come to  the  family  circle. 

5  Also  at  this  time,  there  were  received  from  our  English  breth- 
ren, gifts,  tokens  of  kinship,  which  bind  us  into  one  family,  and 
in  this  international  family  unity,  may  we  not  see  typified  that 
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larger  unity  of  our  race,  which  is  to  find  its  consummation  in  ar 
Anglo-Saxon  Alliance?  Pleased  as  we  are  to  receive  these  gifts 
their  coming  at  this  time  is  peculiarly  happy,  as  an  omen  of  thai 
Anglo-Saxon  spirit  of  brotherhood,  which  we  hope  and  believe  is  t( 
awaken  a  new  century  to  higher  endeavors  in  Christian  civilization 
Then  as  individuals,  and  as  a  family,  whose  fathers  wen 
among  those  who,  through  trials  and  privations,  and  even  death 
founded  this  free  republic,  which  shares  alike  its  blessings  of  free- 
dom and  liberty  with  all,  let  us,  their  children,  with  a  courage  anc 
inspiration  born  of  such  ancestry,  remembering  our  obligations  t( 
self  and  to  the  world,  go  forward  to  the  duties  of  life,  that  througl 
their  faithful  performance  we  may  become  partakers  in  the  glorious 
triumphs  of  the  twentieth  century,  in  whose  outer  portals  we  no^ 
stand. 


HENRY  V.  POOR,  BROOKLINE.  MASS. 

OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 


THE  SEVENTH  TRIENNIAL 


JPoor-J^oove  Family  Gathering, 
AT  ANDOVER,  MASS.,  AUG.  30,  1899. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

President  of  the  Day — Daniel  J.  Poore,  Merrimac,  Mass. 
In  charge  of  Arrangements — Albert  Poor,  Andover,  Mass. 
Chaplain — Rev.  William  G.  Poor,  Keene,  N.  H. 
Accompanist — Mrs.  Fred  H.  Poore,  Manchester,  K  H. 

Chairman  Executive  Committee — John  M.  Poor,  Haverhill,  Mass. 


The  exercises  of  the  day  were  opened  with  an  organ  voluntary 
by  Charles  Poore,  of  Raymond,  N.  H.,  whose  services  as  organist 
were  appreciated  by  all. 

Organ  Voluntary  by  Charles  Poore. 

The  gathering  was  then  called  together  by  John  M.  Poor  of 
Haverhill,  chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee,  who  at  the  close 
of  his  opening  remarks  presented  Daniel  J.  Poore  of  Merrimac,  as 
the  president  of  the  day. 


OPENING  ADDRESS  OF  JOHN  M.  POOR 

OF  HAVERHILL,  MASS. 

My  Dear  Kindred  and  Friends:  I  extend  to  yon  all 
of  whatever  name  yon  bear  a  hearty  and  cordial  greeting 
at  this  onr  Seventh  Triennial  Family  Gathering.  I  cannot 
give  yon  a  formal  welcome,  inasmuch  as  that  important 
duty   has   been   delegated   to   one   more    able   and  eloquent 
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than  myself,  and  whose  peculiar  fitness  entitles  him  to  the 
execution  of  that  part  of  this  day's  proceedings;  and  now  it  gives 
me  very  great  pleasure  to  introduce  a  gentleman  of  our  Executive 
-  Board,  who  has  proved  himself  worthy  of  esteem  and  confidence, 
and  one  whom  we  are  all  glad  of  an  opportunity  to  honor,  Daniel 
J.  Poore,  Esq.,  of  Merrimac,  as  presiding  officer  of  the  day. 

Upon  taking  the  chair,  Daniel  J.  Poore,  the  president  said: 
"As  the  Poors  of  old  were  a  God-fearing  people,  as  the  Poors  of 
today  are  a  God-loving  people;  and  as  no  one  should  enter  upon 
any  great  or  important  undertaking  without  first  invoking  the 
blessing  of  the  Deity,  we  will  call  upon  our  chaplain,  Kev.  William 
G.  Poor,  of  Keene,  1ST.  H.,  for  prayer." 

PRAYER  BY  THE  REV.  WILLIAM  G.  POOR, 

OF  KEENE,  N.  H. 

God  of  our  fathers  and  keeper  of  our  cherished  hopes,  we 
praise  Thee  for  the  beauty  of  this  day ;  we  praise  Thee  for  the  thrill 
of  kindred  hearts  made  strong  and  tender  by  our  precious  heritage. 

For  the  smile  of  Thy  countenance  along  the  pathway  of  our 
generations, — weaving  Thy  comfort  with  the  hardships  of  the  past, 
blending  new  joys  with  the  graces  of  the  present — we  bring  Thee 
thanks,  and  make  this  our  day  of  family  thanksgiving  because  Thy 
guardian  care  shall  be  over  our  succeeding  race  as  over  our  fathers 
and  ourselves. 

We  pray  for  our  kinsmen.  We  beseech  Thee  for  those  whose 
hairs  are  white,  and  who  are  seeing  something  of  the  glory  of  the 
coming  morn.  We  entreat  Thy  comfort  for  the  burdened  and  be- 
reaved, and  for  those  who  walk  in  the  valley  of  the  shadow.  We 
thank  Thee  for  the  little  children,  for  the  bright  hopes  in  our 
maidens'  faces,  for  the  melody,  the  mirth,  the  meditation  and  the 
memories  of  this  day.  And  as  it  is  to  us  a  day  of  joy,  make  it, 
0  Father,  to  our  absent  ones  a  day  of  rejoicing,  a  day  of  strength. 

And  now  we  ask  that  in  this  tightening  of  tender  ties,  in  the  af- 
fects of  common  joy,  we  may  delight  in  the  help  of  Him  who  out- 
rides all  the  storms  of  change,  and  whose  hand  has  been  laid  in 
blessing  on  our  heads.  Teach  us  to  cherish  Thy  gifts  to  us  in  our 
ancestry,  and  to  honor  them  and  Thee  in  our  use  of  these  privileges, 
dear  and  tender,  which  unite  us  one  to  another,  under  the  change- 
lessness  of  Thy  grace.  Amen. 
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At  the  close  of  the  prayer  the  gathering  joined  in  singing  the 
motto  song.  This  song  of  Mrs.  Chandler's  has  deservedly  been 
adopted  as  the  family  song;  the  president  requested 

"All  to  sing  who  never  sang  before, 
And  all  who  do  sing,  sing  the  more." 
Let  us  all  sing. 


MOTTO  SONG. 


WORDS  BY  MARY  MERRILL  POOR, 

(MRS.  ALFRED  D.  CHANDLER),  OF  BROOKLINE,  MASS.,  OF  THE 
TRIBE  OF  DANIEL. 

(Tune,  Auld  Lang  Syne.) 

Three  men  once  stood  where  now  we  stand, 

On  this  New  England  shore ; 
Self-exiled  to  a  stranger  land — 
Three  men  and  they  were  Poor ! 

Chorus — Three  men  and  they  were  poor,  my  friends ; 

Three  men,  and  they  were  Poor; 
Self-exiled  to  a  stranger  land — 

Three  men  and  they  were  Poor ! 

Yes,  Poor  in  name,  and  poor  in  gold; 

Yet  o'er  them  floated  free 
A  banner  on  whose  ample  fold 

Was  "Pauper  non  in  Spe !" 

Chorus — 'Twas  "Pauper  non  in  Spe,"  my  friends; 

'Twas  "Pauper  non  in  Spe;" 
A  banner  on  whose  ample  fold 

Was  "Pauper  non  in  Spe !" 

That  motto  hewed  the  forest  down, 

And  tamed  the  river's  pride; 
Alike  built  up  the  busy  town 

And  ploughed  the  mountain-side. 

Chorus — 'Twas  "Pauper  non  in  Spe,"  my  friends,  etc. 
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So  powerful  that  motto  old 

That  few  of  us  but  deem 
The  story  of  privations  told 

The  fancy  of  a  dream ! 

Chorus — 'Twas  "Pauper  non  in  Spe,"  my  friends,  etc. 

Yet,  as  upon  this  ground  we  stand 

Of  one  thing  we  are  sure — 
That  spite  of  motto,  gold  or  land, 

We  all  of  us  are  Poor ! 

Chorus — We  all  of  us  are  Poor,  my  friends, 

We  all  of  us  are  Poor; 
In  spite  of  motto,  gold  or  land, 

We  all  of  us  are  Poor ! 

The  song  was  followed  by  an  address  of  the  president  of  the 
da}'',  who  in  conclusion  introduced  Albert  Poor  of  Andover,  who 
delivered  the  address  of  welcome. 


MARY  W.  POOR,  BROOKLINE,  MASS 

MRS    HENRY  V  POOR 


ADDRESS  BY  THE  PRESIDENT. 

DANIEL  J.  POORE, 


OF  MERRIMAC,  MASS. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen — Kinsmen  : — 

We  are  assembled  for  our  Seventh  Triennial,  setting  aside  to- 
day the  cares  and  responsibilities  of  our  various  pursuits,  to  pay 
homage  to  the  memory  of  our  ancestors, — to  bear  witness  to  the 
wisdom  and  gracious  influence  of  those  who  have  met  with  us  in 
former  years  but  now  meet  only  through  hallowed  memory, — to 
mingle  with  each  other,  changing  greeting  for  greeting  with  those 
with  whom  a  kind  Providence  had  dealt  lightly, — to  establish  new 
acquaintances  among  our  kinsmen  of  four  tribes  in  lieu  of  the  three 
tribes  as  at  previous  times, — an  short,  to  do  what  we  can,  and  all 
we  can  to  perpetuate  our  Poor  (e)  name,  and  influence  the  rising 
and  following  generations  to  revere  the  memory  of  our  ancestors 
and  emulate  the  good  examples  of  the  clan. 

Possibly  many  are  among  the  Poor  (e)s  for  the  first  time,  and 
that  the  record  of  our  association  may  be  clear  to  such,  permit  me 
to  renumerate  the  times  and  places  of  former  gatherings. 
1st.    September  14,  1881,  at  Newburyport,  Mass. 
2d.    September  10,  1884,  at  Andover,  " 
3d.    September  14,  1887,  at  Haverhill, 
4th.   September  10,  1890,  at  Peabody,  " 
5th.   September  6,  1893,  at  Lawrence,  " 
6th.   September  2,  1896,  at  Groveland,  " 
And  here  today,  for  our  Seventh  Triennial  are  present  far- 
mers, mechanics,  merchants,  lawyers,  clergymen,  bankers,  profes- 
sional men,  and  last,  but  certainly  not  least,  the  mothers,  wives  and 
maidens,  to  all  of  whom  we  owe  so  much  for  their  wise  counsels, 
domestic  foresight,  and  social  virtues. 

As  on  Thanksgiving  day  and  at  Christmas  tide  our  hearts, 
minds  and  footsteps  are  turned  to  the  family  hearthstone,  so,  today 
what  can  be  more  fitting  for  this  large  family  than  to  turn  its  steps 
at  this  time  to  the  ancestral  home  of  Daniel,  the  patriarch  of  one  of 
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the  tribes  (Daniel  1st)  who  here  in  Andover  over  two  hundred 
and  fifty  years  ago,  built  his  home  on  the  banks  of  the  Shawsheen 
river. 

For  this  year,  1899,  Andover  has  been  selected  by  your  Execu- 
tive Committee  as  our  trysting  place. 

Let  the  hallowed  influence  of  this  ancient  town,  founded  by 
our  fathers,  inspire  us  not  merely  for  this  day,  but  for  future  days ; 
and  may  its  effect  be  such  a  benign  blessing  that  the  memory  of 
our  meeting  shall  ever  refresh  us. 

The  duty  assigned  me,  however,  was  to  preside  over  your  delib- 
erations and  listen  to  your  impressions  rather  than  to  inflict  upon 
you  any  impressions  of  my  own. 

Let  us  then  turn  to  the  duties  of  the  hour  and  during  the  en- 
tire day  may  our  hearts  be  light  and  joyous,  our  conduct  courteous, 
our  meeting  harmonious  and  our  greetings  conspicuous  for  their 
hearty  cordiality. 

Since  Andover  is  our  trysting  place  it  is  eminently  proper  that 
a  lineal  descendant  of  Daniel  1st,  one  born  and  bred  in  this  clas- 
sic town,  should  extend  to  you  a  welcome. 

I  take  great  pleasure  in  introducing  just  such  a  person,  aye, 
more,  a  Chesterfield  in  manner,  a  martinet  of  the  English  language 
and  the  orator  of  our  Poor  (e)  family,  Albert  Poor  of  Andover. 


ADDRESS  OF  WELCOME. 

BY  ALBERT  POOR, 

ANDOVER,  MASS. 


Kinsmen  and  Friends  : — 

The  lapse  of  time  brings  round  again  the  gathering  of  our 
race,  and  as  a  member  of  the  Executive  Committee,  resident  in 
Andover,  it  falls  to  me  to  welcome  you,  descendants  of  Puritans,  to 
a  representative  Puritan  town. 

In  1790,  Edmund  Burke,  the  greatest  mind  in  an  age  which 
has  never  been  equalled  for  mental  brilliancy.    Orator,  statesman 
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and  philosopher,  in  his  '^Reflections  on  the  Eevolution  in  France" 
declared  that  "people  will  not  look  forward  to  posterity  who  never 
looked  backward  to  their  ancestors."  One  hundred  and  ten  years 
have  passed  since  Burke  penned  these  lines,  and  in  view  of  the  con 
dition  of  that  unhappy  nation  today,  and  in  view  of  her  history 
during  this  period,  the  question  may  well  be  asked  if  France  has 
not  overlooked  these  fundamental  principles  of  justice  and  con- 
scientious dealing  which  give  security  to  all  personal  and  national 
affairs.  She  has  seen  many  moments,  indeed,  of  national  exalta- 
tion, many  brilliant  military  achievements,  but  today  she  has  and 
deserves  the  opprobrium  of  that  which  is  honest  and  respectable  in 
the  world.  Her  revolution  in  1789  was  a  justifiable  protest  against 
traditional  burdens,  and  had  her  reformers  any  fixed  ideas  on  the 
business  before  them,  had  they  any  capacity  for  well  considered 
reforms,  it  would  have  been  glorious  indeed.  To  Burke,  as  an 
Englishman,  and  acquainted  with  the  progressive  development  of 
British  reforms — a  development  which  seems  always  to  follow  in 
the  order  of  nature — this  spectacle  of  the  French  Eevolution  was 
an  abhorrent  sight,  and  the  history  of  France  since  those  words 
were  written  not  only  confirms  the  truth  of  the  aphorism,  but 
establishes  Burke  as  a  prophet  in  political  affairs.  France  forgot 
her  ancestors  in  1789,  and  her  posterity  suffers  today. 

But  these  words  of  Burke  are  only  a  deduction  from  words  to 
which  is  ascribed  a  higher  origin,  a  more  compelling  force.  The 
Ten  Commandments  are  to  be  taken  as  part  of  the  legisation  of 
the  Jews.  Beginning  in  the  first  place,  as  principles  of  conduct 
between  man  and  man,  they  gradually  became  a  national  code,  and 
to  give  them  controlling  power  there  was  needed  a  great  presence 
like  Moses,  and  all  the  mystery  and  majesty  of  Sinai.  Their  object 
was  to  preserve  the  unity  of  the  J ewish  tribes  as  a  people,  to  whom 
Jehovah  had  accorded  his  especial  protection.  When,  therefore,  it 
is  declared  that  "Thou  shalt  honor  thy  father  and  thy  mother  that 
thy  days  may  be  long  in  the  land,"  the  significance  and  clear  pur- 
pose is  that  the  family  unity,  the  tribal  unity,  is  to  be  maintained 
to  the  end  that  Judah  may  be  more  effectually  protected  from  for- 
eign assault. 

It  is  by  such  references  as  these  that  I  seek,  in  welcoming  you. 
to  give  dignity  to  the  object  that  calls  us  together.  We  meet,  in- 
deed, as  but  one  family;  and  interested  as  we  are  in  one  common 
tradition,  we  cannot  meet  in  this  social  manner  without  some  help- 
ful thought  of  our  ancestors,  without  the  desire  springing  up  within 
us  to  be  worthy  of  their  sacrifices,  to  perpetuate  their  influence, 
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and,  by  consequence,  to  build  up  ourselves.  Therefore,  kinsmen,  I 
welcome  you  as  participants  in  an  exercise  of  high  moral  value  and 
undoubted  benefit. 

We  meet,  moreover,  in  harmony  with  the  general  movement 
prevailing  in  our  day.  The  great  increase  in  private  associations, 
the  members  of  which  desire  to  study  and  preserve  the  history  of 
national  or  family  events, — societies,  I  mean,  such  as  the  May- 
flower Descendants,  the  Daughters  and  the  Sons  of  the  Eevolution, 
and  kindred  societies — all  indicates  a  quickened  interest  in  matters 
of  history  personal  and  national ;  the  increase  in  the  study  of  gen- 
ealogy also  points  to  the  same  motive.  It  was  with  this  purpose 
that  our  association  was  formed  in  1881,  and  as  a  proof  of  the 
broadening  effect  of  this  interest,  I  call  your  attention  with  great 
pleasure  to  the  banner  which  has  been  sent  over  to  us  by  our  kins- 
men in  England,  presented  to  our  family  and  representing  the  tra- 
ditional coat  of  arms.  We  thank  them  most  cordially  for  their 
generous  recollection  of  us  today,  and  we  can  only  regret  that  some 
distinguished  representatives  from  among  them  are  not  here  to 
cheer  us  by  their  presence  and  gracious  words. 

I  welcome  also  to  this  meeting  for  the  first  time,  the  descend- 
ants of  Alice  Poor  Little.  Not  excluded  in  any  sense  from  our 
previous  meetings,  you  are  here  today  by  special  invitation,  and, 
once  with  us,  it  is  our  hope  that  you  will  be  with  us  always.  In  one 
6ense  we  cannot  say  that  you  come  to  us  with  much  enrichment,  for, 
whereas  we  were  Poor  before,  we  are  now  Poor  and  Little;  but 
this  may  only  be  an  accentuation  of  that  humility,  except  in  expect- 
ation, which  Koger  affected  and  from  which  we  have  not  been  able 
to  escape. 

I  welcome  you  all,  moreover,  to  Andover.  Here  settled  Daniel 
and  Thomas  Poor;  here  have  lived  through  the  years  numerous 
descendants  of  Daniel,  and  from  here  many  others  have  gone  to 
distant  places,  themselves  to  become  the  founders  of  townships  and 
families ;  and  here,  it  may  be  claimed,  have  been  retained  and  devel- 
oped the  high  principles  for  which  the  Puritan  movement  stood. 

But  when  I  welcome  you  to  Andover  as  the  cradle  of  the  race 
of  Daniel,  I  must  point  out  that  the  region  about  is  not  the  precise 
spot  where  he  settled.  He  fixed  his  home  on  the  Shawsheen  about 
three  miles  from  where  we  meet  today,  in  what  was  the  original 
Andover,  but  which  today  is  a  separate  town  under  the  parochial 
name  of  North  Andover.  There  was  the  original  settlement.  There 
the  church  was  gathered  in  1645,  while  here  were  the  farming 
lands,  and  by  special  vote  of  the  citizens  no  one  was  allowed  to 
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settle  here  on  account  of  the  fear  of  the  Indians.  This  fear  was 
gradually  dispelled;  settlers  began  to  build  upon  their  farm  lands, 
and  finally  when  they  became  so  numerous  that  they  wanted  the 
new  church  edifice  to  be  built  here,  the  two  sets  of  disputants  ap- 
pealed to  the  Great  and  General  Court,  and  this  parish,  thereafter 
known  as  the  South  Parish,  was  set  off  by  metes  and  bounds  in 
1708.  This  was  the  beginning  of  the  society  in  whose  house  of  wor- 
ship we  meet  today.  The  two  parishes  constituted  the  Town  of 
Andover  until  1854,  when,  a  dispute  having  arisen  about  the  build- 
ing of  a  high  school,  resort  was  had  again  to  the  General  Court,  and 
the  two  parishes  were  set  off  as  independent  towns,  the  South  Par- 
ish, though  only  derivative  in  origin,  taking  the  original  name  of 
Andover. 

The  early  records  of  Andover,  up  to  1661,  are  missing.  Mice, 
Indians  or  fire  are  responsible  for  the  loss,  and  we  are,  therefore, 
deprived  of  any  accurate  knowledge  of  the  first  arrival  of  immi- 
grants here.  We  know  that  there  were  enough  people  here  in 
October,  1645,  to  warrant  the  founding  of  the  church,  and  that 
when  the  rigors  of  winter  passed  and  traveling  became  possible,  in 
May,  1646,  Cutshumache,  the  sagamore  of  the  Massachusetts  Indi- 
ans, sold  for  six  pounds  and  a  coat  several  square  miles  of  territory 
to  J ohn  Woodbridge  in  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  Cochicawick,  which 
was  thenceforth  called  Andover;  that  was  the  beginning  of  the 
town,  by  peaceful  barter  with  the  Indians. 

We  cannot  determine  when  Daniel  Poor  or  Thomas  Poor 
joined  their  fortunes  with  the  settlers,  but  in  an  old  book  leaf  of 
unquestioned  antiquity,  a  survival  no  doubt  of  the  records  from 
1645  to  1661,  purporting  to  give  the  names  of  householders  in  order 
as  they  came  to  town,  Daniel  stands  eleventh  on  the  list  and 
Thomas  eighteenth.  There  can  be  no  question,  then,  of  the  pro- 
priety of  our  meeting  in  Andover,  and  at  some  time  in  the  future  I 
hope  to  welcome  you  to  North  Andover  and  to  the  first  Church 
there,  built  by  the  society  of  which  Daniel  and  Thomas  were  un- 
doubtdly  members. 

Nature  has  done  much  for  Andover.  The  Merrimac  River 
forms  a  part  of  the  northwest  boundary,  a  stream  there  of  radiant 
beauty;  the  Shawsheen  traverses  the  town  throughout  its  entire 
extent  and  has  always  formed  the  centre  of  its  manufacturing  in- 
dustries; to  the  west  lies  Haggett's  Pond  which  supplies  the  town 
with  its  very  pure  drinking  water ;  to  the  east  is  Cochicawick  Lake, 
a  lake  of  large  extent,  nestling,  the  very  eye  of  nature,  among  its 
surrounding  hills, — a  lake  that  needs  only  a  Wordsworth  to  make 
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it  famous  among  the  beauty  spots  of  the  world ;  from  the  lake  runs 
Cochichewick  Brook,  whice  supplies  the  fathers  with  the  useful  ale- 
wife,  and  which  has  turned  the  many  wheels  that  have  been  the 
industry  and  prosperity  of  the  North  Parish.  From  about  the 
brook  and  river  the  meadows  rise  gently  to  rich  uplands,  and  they, 
in  turn,  aspire  upward  to  the  hills,  which,  not  so  high  as  to  forbid 
agriculture  on  their  very  tops,  combine  in  a  high  degree  both  beauty 
and  fertility ;  from  the  hilltops  the  eye  surveys  the  glistening  lakes, 
and  green  and  beautiful  intervales  and  abodes  of  men,  while  at 
points  in  the  eastern  horizon  may  be  seen  white  sails,  making  their 
progress  along  the  coast,  and  in  the  west  Monadnock  sits  monarch 
among  his  surrounding  hills.  And  almost  within  sound  of  my 
voice,  Indian  Ridge  and  Pomp's  Pond  are  the  finest  evidences  now 
anywhere  to  be  found  of  the  ice  cap  that  spent,  as  it  melted  away, 
its  vast  incumbent  weight  in  kettle  holes  and  lens-shaped  hills. 

But  man  in  Andover  has  richly  seconded  nature.  Its  agri- 
culture, especially  in  the  North  Parish,  is  famous,  and  its  manu- 
facturers have  contributed  much  to  the  comfort  and  adornment  of 
the  world.  But  it  is  for  its  schools  that  Andover  is  most  justly 
celebrated.  There,  upon  the  top  of  the  hill,  is  Phillips  Academy. 
Founded  in  1778  by  the  generosity  of  Samuel  Phillips  and  his  rela- 
tives, enriched  from  time  to  time  by  numerous  endowments,  it  has 
maintained  its  place  as  the  first  and  largest  fitting  school  in  the 
country,  and  it  has  sent  to  business  and  the  colleges  upwards  of 
13,000  boys;  and  there  today  the  rich  and  poor  alike  toil  side  by 
side  in  a  great  democracy  where  merit  is  the  only  test  of  advance- 
ment. And  also  on  the  top  of  the  hill,  and  across  the  broad  lawn, 
rise,  in  dignified  retirement,  the  buildings  of  the  Theological  Sem- 
inary. Projected  originally  by  Samuel  Phillips,  and  endowed  and 
fostered  by  John  Phillips  and  his  mother  and  other  devout  persons 
having  their  residences  in  other  parts  of  Essex  County,  it  was  in- 
corporated in  1808,  with  a  view  to  stemming  the  then  advancing 
tide  of  Unitarianism ;  and  there,  by  eminent  teachers,  and  some  of 
them, — like  Professor  Park, — i  of  world-wide  reputation,  the  gospel 
of  Puritanism  has  been  taught  to  over  three  thousand  students ;  and 
if  today  it  suffers  some  impairment  in  the  number  of  its  pupils,  it 
is  but  the  recession  of  the  tide  which  has  affected  all  similar  schools. 
And  half  way  up  the  hill  is  the  Abbott  Academy,  a  pioneer  in  the 
education  of  girls,  which  had  its  origin  in  1828  in  the  gift  of  an 
Andover  woman. 

For  the  building  and  endowment  of  these  schools  there  has 
been  donated  the  princely  sum  of  $1,500,000,  a  sum  of  money  the 
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more  remarkable  and  measuring  an  affection  the  more  admirable, 
when  we  reflect  that  from  1778  to  1828,  during  which  time  the  bulk 
of  the  donations  was  made,  no  such  idea  of  wealth  obtained  in  the 
community  as  passes  current  today. 

The  town  itself  has  also  been  blessed  by  the  generosity  of  her 
citizens.  The  Punchard  Free  School,  which  is  the  town's  high 
school,  the  Memorial  Hall,  at  once  its  library  and  its  monument 
to  her  soldiers,  are  the  results  of  donations  by  private  citizens  and 
are  sources  of  immeasurable  benefit  to  the  town. 

Of  other  interesting  objects  and  places  in  Andover  I  can  only 
pause  to  mention  that  the  house  of  Samuel  Locke  on  Elm  street  is 
the  old  Abbott  Tavern  where  George  Washington,  then  President, 
paused  for  breakfast  in  his  majestic  progress  through  the  state  in 
November,  1789 ;  that  at  the  first  window  in  the  room  at  the  right 
of  the  front  door  on  the  lower  floor  of  the  house  of  Mrs.  Blunt  on 
the  main  street,  Samuel  F.  Smith,  a  theological  student,  in  1832, 
composed  the  hymn,  "America that  in  the  stone  house,  now  used 
as  a  hotel,  near  the  elm  arch  in  the  grounds  of  the  Theological 
Seminary,  lived  Harriet  Beecher  Stowe,  and  that  in  the  small  ceme- 
tery to  be  seen  from  the  veranda  of  the  house  her  body  lies  buried 
by  the  side  of  her  husband,  a  professor  for  many  years  in  the  Theo- 
logical Seminary;  her  fame  is  luminous  in  the  annals  of  freedom. 

This,  therefore,  is  the  Andover  to  which  I  bid  you  welcome, 
and  as  you  look  upon  its  sweet  and  peaceful  outlines,  I  would  have 
you  recall  that  it  is  not  merely  the  settlement  where  Daniel  Poor 
and  a  numerous  posterity  have  found  a  home,  but  that  of  it  in  a 
higher  sense  than  of  any  other  New  England  town,  it  may  be  said 
that  Andover  is  a  place  where  Puritan  ideas  have  found  a  lodgment 
and  where  the  essential  demands  of  the  Puritan — religion  and  edu- 
cation— have  been  fostered.  To  all  this,  its  annals  and  its  schools 
bear  abundant  testimony. 

And  now,  kinsmen,  under  the  inspiration  of  the  place  and  hour 
let  us  proceed  with  our  re-union.  Let  us  tread  with  much  reverence 
in  the  footsteps  of  our  ancestors  that  Burke  could  say  we  are  not 
unmindful  of  our  posterity,  and  let  us  so  honor  our  fathers  and 
mothers  that,  to  a  master  in  the  Judaic  law,  it  would  be  manifest 
that  our  days  as  a  family  are  to  be  long  in  the  land.  And  to  the  end 
that  this  gathering  may  not  fail  of  its  quickening  influence  to  our- 
selves, that  we  may  gain  inspiration  and  benefit,  let  us  cultivate 
charity  and  kindly  courtesy,  and,  remembering  today  that  we  are 
one  in  origin  and  tradition,  let  us  throw  aside  all  reserve  and  re- 
strictions and  meet  upon  the  wholesome  ground  of  brotherly  love. 
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Both  of  these  addresses  received  that  close  attention  from 
the  assembly  to  which  their  merit  entitled  them,  the  address  of 
welcome  demonstrating  to  all  that  the  complimentary  introduction 
-by  the  president  of  the  day,  of  Albert  Poor,  Esq.,  was  no  idle 
flattery. 

The  address  of  welcome  was  followed  by  a 
Duet  by  Mrs.  Bertha  Poore  Lane  and  Fred  H.  Poore, 
both  ot  Manchester,  N.  H.,  entitled  "Love  On." 

The  business  matters  of  the  association  at  this  time  claimed 
the  attention  of  the  gathering. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary,  Alfred  Poore,  of  Salem,  was  pre- 
sented, being  read  by  John  E.  Poor  of  Lawrence,  and  upon  the 
conclusion  of  its  reading  was  accepted. 


REPORT  OF  ALFRED  POORE,  SECRETARY  AND 
FAMILY  HISTORIAN, 

OF  SALEM,  MASS. 


My  Dear  Kindred  : — 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  be  permitted  to  meet  you  the  seventh  time. 
About  half  a  century  of  time  and  much  money  besides  has  been 
spent  by  me  on  the  genealogy  of  our  Poore  family.  As  by  writing 
many  letters,  searching  records  of  state,  county,  towns  and  church, 
and  when  the  desired  information  could  not  in  those  ways  be  ob- 
tained, I  had  to  go  to  the  expense  of  traveling  many  miles  to  visit 
families,  then,  after  much  care  in  compiling  the  above  mentioned 
materials,  it  costs  about  twenty-five  per  cent,  or  more  to  print  gen- 
ealogies than  it  does  to  print  some  other  kinds  of  books.  Why  ?  A 
steady  female  youth  will  set  up  type  on  a  story  for  a  newspaper 
about  as  fast  as  a  little  bird  picks  up  small  seeds ;  while  in  setting 
names  and  dates  great  care  has  to  be  taken  "that  figures  do  not  lie." 

Then,  after  much  patience,  perseverance,  time  and  money  of 
an  author  of  a  work  on  genealogy  has  been  spent  to  produce  it,  but 
few  buy  that  kind  of  valuable  and  good  books,  excepting  a  few  be- 
longing to  the  family  of  which  it  treats. 


ALFRED  POORESECRETARY. 

BORN  IN  HAVERHILL,  MASS.,  FEB.  27,  1818 

This  from  a  Photo  taken  June  _>,  1S96. 
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That  is  the  situation  in  which  is  this  Poor  nonogenarian.  If 
he  had,  soon  after  his  genealological  works  were  issued,  received 
enough  by  the  sale  of  them  to  pay  what  it  cost  to  print  and  bind 
them  he  would  be  worth  more  than  five  thousand  dollars,  beside  the 
time  and  money  spent  in  producing  them,  but  instead  of  that  he  is 
not  worth  five  hundred  dollars  all  told,  and  most  of  which  I  have 
consists  of  historical  and  genealogical  books,  which  I  intend  to 
leave  to  our  Poor-Poore  Association. 

Therefore,  I  am  obliged  to  ask  of  those  who  are  worth  more 
than  I  am  some  assistance,  so  I  can  carry  out  some  work  which  I 
have  intended  to  have  accomplished,  viz :  Besides  re-printing  the 
report  of  our  first  gathering,  which  is  out  of  print,  and  preparing 
and  printing  the  report  of  this  re-union,  I  wish  to  make  a  good 
index  to  the  six  reports  which  have  been  printed,  bind  them  with 
the  index  in  a  book  of  about  five  hundred  pages. 

About  two  thousand  dollars,  to  be  used  during  the  coming 
three  years,  will  be  needed.  The  items  of  expense  will  be  clerk  hire 
at  home,  and  journeys  to  call  on  families  where  the  information 
cannot  be  obtained  by  writing  to  them,  the  cost  of  obtaining  copies 
of  records  from  towns,  churches,  county,  probate  and  registry  of 
deeds;  stationery,  postage,  etc. 

As  our  surname  has  intermarried  with  so  many  of  the  first 
settlers  of  the  Merrimac  Valley,  I  recommend  that  we  invite  all 
who  have  become  related  by  marriage  to  join  with  us  and  organize 
an  Historical  and  Genealogical  Society;  then  we  may  have  some 
beside  the  poor  in  the  organization  that  are  rich,  and  so  be  able  to 
build  a  place  for  our  headquarters.  For  the  first  two  generations 
born  in  the  Merrimac  Valley  who  had  the  Poore  blood  in  their  veins 
intermarried  with  fifty  or  more  other  surnames  who  settled  in  that 
locality. 

And  since  the  marriage  of  those  many  of  the  other  eight  or 
more  generations  born  since  have  married  into  many  other  sur- 
names of  the  original  settlers  on  the  Merrimac.  Therefore  let  us 
purchase  a  tract  of  land  adjoining  the  highway  called  High  Street, 
which  leads  from  the  Merrimac  directly  through  Newburyport  and 
Newbury  to  Parker  Eiver,  containing  ten  or  more  acres,  and 
bounded  on  said  street  fifteen  or  more  rods,  for  the  purpose  of  erect- 
ing a  building  thereon  for  our  headquarters,  as  recommended  in 
our  reports  of  1887  and  1893. 

The  object  of  having  headquarters  for  our  association  is  to 
have  a  permanent  place  to  deposit  for  safe  keeping  relics  of  former 
generations  and  other  property  we  possess,  viz. : 
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Ancient  furniture — cooking  utensils,  guns  and  other  instru- 
ments used  by  soldiers  in  the  Indian  and  Eevolutionary  wars,  canes.. 
-  jewelry,  etc. 

Bibles  and  account  books — .containing  family  records. 

Manuscripts — unrecorded  deeds,  family  agreements,  letters 
and  other  papers  handed  down  from  generation  to  generation  in 
certain  branches  of  the  family. 

Books  and  printed  matter — edited  by  members  of  our  family. 

Machines  and  devices — invented  by  persons  of  our  family. 

Portraits  of  persons — paintings,  photographs,  etc. 

Views  of  residences  and  maps  of  sections  of  the  earth  occu- 
pied by  the  families. 

Historical  and  genealogical  works — published  relating  to  those 
of  our  surname  and  our  kindred  of  other  names. 

Yours,  Alfred  Poore. 


Reception  of  Gifts  from  Our  Kindred  in  England. 

John  M.  Poor  of  Haverhill  in  a  few  appropriate  words  in 
behalf  of  Major  Eobert  Poore,  of  Old  Lodge,  Salisbury,  England, 
presented  to  the  Association  a  silken  shield  of  richest  material  and 
exquisite  workmanship,  bearing  the  family  coat-of-arms,  a  family 
flag  and  a  memorial  scroll  of  vellum  upon  which  is  engrossed  the 
names  of  the  donors — gifts  from  the  English  members  of  the  fam- 
ily, betokening  their  loving  spirit  of  kinship. 

The  Association,  by  a  unanimous  vote,  accepted  these  testimo- 
nials of  regard  from  our  English  cousins,  and  in  compliance  with  a 
motion  offered,  the  president  appointed  the  following  committee  to 
prepare  and  present  to  the  gathering  at  a  later  hour,  resolutions  of 
acceptance  thanking  our  kin  from  over  the  sea  for  their  gifts  of 
friendship  and  remembrance :  Abbott  A.  Poor  of  Lawrence,  Samuel 
T.  Poor  of  Georgetown,  John  M.  Poor,  Jr.,  of  Hanover,  N.  H.,  and 
Kev.  William  G.  Poor  of  Keene,  N.  H. 

In  explanation,  it  should  be  stated  here,  that  at  the  time  of 
the  gathering,owing  to  a  delay  in  transmission,  we  were  in  posses- 
sion of  only  the  banner,  but  since  then  the  family  flag  and  memorial 
scroll  have  been  received. 

On  the  following  page  there  is  given  a  copy  of  the  memorial 
scroll,  with  the  names  of  the  signers  in  the  order  in  which  they 
appear. 


ilfoemorial  Scroll- 


Banner  of  the  Arms  of  the  Family  of  Poore 


Presented  to  the  Association  of  the  Family  of 
Poor-Poore  in  America  on  their  Seventh  Triennial 
Gathering  30th  of  August,  1899.  With  kind  and 
friendly  greeting  by  the  Family  of  Poore  in  England. 


Captain  Sir  Richard  Poore,  Bart, 

Lady  Poore. 

Roger  Poore. 

Herbert  Poore, 

Mrs.  Herbert  Poore. 

Edward  Poore. 

Phillip  Poore, 

Dolores  Poore. 

Frances  Poore. 

Miss  Elsie  Poore. 

Miss  Katharine  Poore. 

Major  Robert  Poore,  late  8th  Hussars. 
Mrs.  Robert  Poore. 

Major  Robert  M.  Poore,  7th  Hussars. 

Lady  Flora  Poore. 

Mark  Sanrin  Poore. 

Roger   Alvin    Poore,    Royal  Wilts 

Yeomanry. 
Philip  Poore. 
Nina  Mary  Benita  Poore. 


of  Durring- 
ton  Wilts. 


of  Old 
Lodge 
Salisbury. 
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Sir  Alec.  Wilson. 

Lady  Wilson  (Louisa  Benita  Poore). 

Sir  Harold  Pelly  Bart. 

Lady  Pelly  (Annie  Maria  Poore). 

Philip  H.  Poore,  Maj. Hants  Volunteers. 
Mrs.  Philip  Henry  Poore. 

Colonel  Francis  Harwood  Poore — 
Colonel  Commandant  of  the  Royal 
Marine  Artillery.  Extra  Equerry  of 
H.  R.  H.  the  reigning  Duke  of  Sax 
Coburg  and  Gotha  (Duke  of  Edin- 
burgh). 

George  Vivian  Poore — M,  D.,  F.  R. 
C.  P.,  Professor  of  Clinical  Medicine 
at  University  College,  London. 

Miss  Mary  Poore. 
Miss  Ellen  Poore. 


of  the 
Red  House 
Blackheath. 

of  Thorne- 

grove, 

Dorset. 

of  Andover, 
Hants. 


of  Andover, 
Hants. 

of  Andover, 
Hants. 
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The  President  also  appointed,  in  accordance  with  a  motion 
made,  a  committee  of  four  to  nominate  an  Executive  Committee,  to 
serve  the  Association  for  the  ensuing  three  years,  and  to  submit  the 
names  of  the  same  to  the  gathering  for  its  approval.  The  commit- 
tee named  was  Edward  P.  Poor,  Lawrence;  Joseph  A.  Poor,  Man- 
chester, N".  H. ;  Albert  Emerson,  Haverhill,  Mass. ;  and  Eben  Little. 
Jr.,  Newburyport,  Mass. 

At  this  time,  having  brought  the  business  hour  of  the  morning 
session  to  a  close,  it  seemed  but  proper  that  the  claims  of  music 
should  again  receive  recognition,  for  nothing  added  more  to  the  en- 
joyment of  the  occasion  than  the  musical  feature  of  the  programme; 
and,  as  a  family,  we  have  to  congratulate  ourselves  upon  the  talent 
of  those  possessed  of  this  gift  of  song  which  at  this  time,  as  well  as 
in  the  past,  has  been  at  our  disposal,  and  has  contributed  so  much 
to  the  success  of  our  reunions.  It  may  be  said  of  Charles  and 
Fred  H.  Poore,  Mrs.  Bertha  Poore  Lane,  Miss  Lina  Selden  Poor. 
Miss  Janette  Wilson  Pike,  and  Mrs.  Fred  H.  Poore,  "Well  done." 

It  was  therefore  with  pleasure  that  we  now  listened  to  a  song, 

Vocal  Solo  "Good-bye,  Sweet  Day,"  by  Lina  Selden  Poor, 
Maiden,  Mass. 

The  president  then  introduced  the  Eev.  Samuel  C.  Beane,  of 
Newburyport,  Mass.,  who  delivered  an  address  on  General  Enoch 
Poor,  which  was  part  of  an  address  delivered  before  the  Historical 
Society  cf  New  Hampshire. 

This  scholarly  address  of  Mr.  Beane  gave  an  insight  and 
knowledge  into  the  life  and  character  of  General  Poor,  which  few. 
if  any  of  us,  previously  possessed. 

The  president  in  introducing  Mr.  Beane  said :  "We  have  a  gen- 
tleman with  us  today  who  has  made  family  history  and  genealogy 
an  especial  study.  He  is  the  proud  possessor  of  historical  facts, 
that  trace  his  ancestry  through  thirty  different  families. 

"One  thing  is  lacking,  however — he  has  no  blood  of  the  Poors, 
or  Poores  coursing  through  his  veins.  Yet  what  he  lacks  in  blood, 
he  has  supplied  by  knowledge.  I  am  very  sure  he  will  interest  you 
with  his  address  on  General  Enoch  Poor. 

"I  have  the  pleasure  to  introduce  to  you  Eeverend  Samuel  C, 
Beane,  of  Newburyport." 


ADDRESS  ON  GEN.  ENOCH  POOR 

BY  REV.  SAMUEL  C.  BEAN, 

OF  NEWBURYPORT,  MASS. 


It  is  genealogically  recorded  that  the  first  person  now  known 
to  have  borne  the  name  of  Poor  was  Boger,  a  chaplain  in  the  army 
of  William  of  Normandy.  Of  him  it  is  said  that  partly  owing  to 
his  short  prayers,  he  enjoyed  great  popularity  among  the  soldiers. 
In  this  trait  of  mental  character  the  subject  of  this  address  did  jus- 
tice to  his  lineage,  being  a  man  of  timely  action,  deliberate  but 
unfaltering  purpose,  and  sententious  speech.  That  early  Eoger 
Poor  became  bishop  of  Sarum,  and  at  length  Lord  High  Chancellor 
of  England,  even  governing  the  kingdom  for  a  little  while  as  regent. 
Among  other  high  ecclesiastics  of  the  name  was  Eichard,  bishop  of 
Chichester  and  dean  of  Sarum,  who  oversaw  and  partly  directed 
the  building  of  the  magnificent  Salisbury  Cathedral. 

Daniel  Poor,  the  great  grandfather  of  our  general,  came  from 
the  south  of  England  in  1638,  as  a  passenger  in  the  ship  Bevis,  and 
joined  his  brothers  John  and  Samuel,  who  were  already  residents 
of  Newbury,  Mass.  Six  years  later  we  find  him  among  the  first 
settlers  of  Cochichewick,  which  place,  in  1646,  received  the  name  of 
Andover,  from  the  English  town  whence  many  of  the  settlers  had 
come.  Here  Daniel  Poor  was  married  to  Mary  Farnum,  who  had 
immigrated  hither  from  the  mother  country  in  1635.  Here,  too,  he 
built  him  a  house  for  a  home  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Shawsheen 
river,  a  mile  from  its  junction  with  the  Merrimack,  where,  living 
an  honest,  laborious  and  devoutly  religious  life,  he  became  the 
father  of  two  sons  and  nine  daughters,  was  selectman  of  the  new 
town,  and  a  member  of  the  first  military  company  for  protection 
against  the  savages.  His  son,  Daniel  2d,  marrying  Mehitable 
Osgood,  had  nineteen  children,  including  Thomas,  the  father  of  the 
general,  this  Thomas  being  at  the  seige  of  Louisburg,  in  1745, 
under  General  William  Pepperell. 

Here  at  Andover  the  family  remained,  and  here  on  June  21. 
1736,  was  born  Enoch  Poor,  of  the  fourth  generation,  the  birth- 
place still  marked  and  honored,  though  the  family  mansion  is  re- 
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moved,  being  in  the  present  town  of  North  Andover,  close  to  the 
Merrimack  and  Shawsheen  rivers,  and  about  a  mile  west  of  the 
present  North  Andover  Station,  on  the  Boston  and  Maine  Eailroad. 

The  life  of  Enoch  Poor  was  that  of  the  farmer's  boy 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago,  with  plenty  of  hardship, 
little  schooling,  and  no  luxuries  or  gay  diversions.  He 
served  his  time  as  a  cabinet  -  maker,  and  that  he  was  an 
expert  at  his  work  is  indisputably  proved  by  a  desk  from  his  hand 
and  tools,  which  descended  to  his  grandson,  the  late  Bradbury  Poor 
Cilley  of  Manchester,  N.  H.,  which  is  still  in  the  possession  of  the 
family,  and  whose  most  ingenious  contrivance,  whose  elegant  cherry 
wood  finish,  and  whose  seven  secret  spring  drawers  adroitly  planned 
to  outwit  the  skilfullest  burglar,  I  have  had  great  interest  and  won- 
der in  examining.  The  mental  ingenuity  here  betokened,  must 
have  been  valuable  in  war  and  state  craft. 

In  1755,  Enoch,  as  a  private,  and  his  brother  Thomas,  as  a 
captain,  enlisted  in  the  French  and  Indian  war,  joining  the  expedi- 
tion under  General  John  Winslow,  for  the  subjection  of  the  French 
inhabitants  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  the  protection  of  that  peninsula 
from  the  government  of  France.  Enoch  was  then  nineteen  years  of 
age.  Such  was  the  strong  blood,  and  such  the  hardy  but  wholesome 
training  of  this  destined  patriot  and  hero. 

In  1760,  or  a  little  later,  Enoch  Poor  removed  to  Exeter, 
N.  H.,  there  exchanging  the  trade  of  a  cabinet-maker  for  the  voca- 
tion of  ship-builder. 

Not  long  after  his  removal  to  Exeter  he  returned  to  his  native 
town  to  claim  in  marriage  the  hand  of  Martha,  daughter  of  Col. 
John  Osgood,  which  purpose  his  devoted  affection  and  manly  deter- 
mination succeeded  in  accomplishing  in  spite  of  parental  opposi- 
tion. Tradition  colors  this  event  with  a  charm  of  adventure  and 
romance. 

In  1765  we  find  the  name  of  Enoch  Poor,  then  a  young  man  of 
twenty-nine  years,  signed  with  those  of  thirty  other  Exeter  men. 
to  an  agreement  to  combine  for  the  maintenance  of  peace,  and  the 
suppression  of  lawlessness,  in  view  of  the  almost  uncontrollable 
indignation  caused  by  the  stamp-act.  In  1770  the  town  took  action 
for  the  encouragement  of  home  products,  and  against  the  use  of 
unnecessary  articles  of  importation,  especially  against  the  purchase 
of  tea  until  the  duty  should  be  removed;  and  of  the  committee  of 
six  to  instruct  the  representatives  in  this  matter,  Mr.  Poor  was  one. 
In  1774  the  town  having  voted  to  adopt  the  non-importation  agree- 
ment passed  by  the  Continental  Congress,  a  committee  to  cause  its 
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enforcement  contained  the  then  familiar  name  of  Enoch  Poor.  Of 
the  three  provincial  congresses  held  in  1775,  Poor  was  chosen  a 
member  of  two,  being  prevented  from  membership  in  the  last  by 
his  other  patriotic  engagements. 

The  battle  of  Lexington,  April  19,  1775,  caused  about  1200 
New  Hampshire  men  to  rally  to  the  neighborhood  of  Boston,  but  it 
was  an  informal  enlistment,  and  many  volunteers  soon  returned 
to  their  homes.  On  May  17  of  that  memorable  year,  the  Provincial 
Congress  of  New  Hampshire  decided  to  raise  2000  men,  to  be 
formed  into  three  regiments,  those  who  had  remained  of  the  1200 
around  Boston,  organized  now  under  the  authority  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts convention,  to  be  counted  as  of  the  two  New  Hampshire 
regiments,  and  the  third  to  be  enlisted  immediately  in  the  state.  To 
the  raising  of  this  regiment  Enoch  Poor  devoted  himself  with  char- 
acteristic energ}r,  and  was  by  the  New  Hampshire  assembly  then 
sitting  in  Exeter,  appointed  its  colonel.  It  should  be  stated,  at 
least  parenthetically,  that  three  of  his  brothers  were  in  the  battle  of 
Bunker  Hill,  namely,  Major  Thomas,  Lieutenant  Abraham  and 
Private  Daniel  Poor.  This  was  properly  the  first  New  Hampshire 
regiment,  but  in  deference  to  Stark  and  his  greater  military  expe- 
rience, Poors  regiment  was  named  the  second;  and  that  com- 
manded by  James  Eeed,  the  third,  while  Stark  had  the  prestige  of 
having  his  command  known  as  the  first.  These  three  regiments 
and  subsequent  enlistments  were  placed  under  the  command  of 
Brigadier-General  Nathaniel  Folsom,  of  Exeter,  now  made  a  Major 
General.  Only  Stark's  and  Seed's  regiments  were  engaged  at 
Bunker  Hill,  Poor  being  largely  employed  at  Exeter  until  after 
that  time  in  building  fire  rafts  to  protect  the  river,  while  many  of 
his  men  were  busy  in  guarding  the  neighboring  coast.  These  regi- 
ments all  reported  in  due  time  at  Cambridge. 

Immediately  after  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  June  17,  Col. 
Poor's  regiment  was  ordered  to  the  seat  of  war  in  the  investment  of 
Boston.  One  company,  that  of  Captain  Elkins,  was  reserved  for 
coast  duty,  at  Hampton,  until  August  1.  From  the  receipt  of  his 
first  commission  until  his  lamentable  death,  Enoch  Poor  was  in 
active  command  of  either  a  regiment  or  a  brigade. 

Through  the  fall  and  winter  of  1775-76,  the  New  Hampshire 
regiments  were  with  the  main  army,  near  Boston,  but  on  the  evacu- 
ation of  Boston  by  the  British  on  the  following  March,  as  part  of 
the  main  army  they  were  ordered  to  New  York.  Shortly  after  the 
arrival  of  the  army  at  New  York,  Col.  Thompson,  with  four  regi- 
ments, including  Poor's,  was  despatched  to  strengthen  the  force 
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which  had  been  sent  for  the  conquest  of  Canada.  The  disaster 
which  had  befallen  that  little  army  of  invasion  is  sadly  familiar  to 
ns  all.  The  death  of  General  Montgomery  at  Quebec  turned  what 
seemed  accomplished  triumph  into  appalling  defeat.  The  army  fell 
back  to  Crown  Point,  and  a  council  of  generals  decided  on  further 
retirement  to  Ticonderoga.  Against  this  last  retreat  there  was  pre- 
sented a  strong  protest  of  regimental  officers,  Col.  Stark's  name 
heading  the  signatures,  and  Colonel  Poor's  immediately  following. 

No  student  today  doubts  that  the  advice  of  these  New  Hamp- 
shire Colonels  was  wiser  than  the  action  of  their  superiors  in  rank, 
and  it  is  known  that  Washington  so  regarded  it. 

Three  months  later,  namely,  in  November,  1776,  Sir  Guy 
Carleton,  the  British  commander,  who  had  pursued  our  army  from 
Canada  as  far  as  Crown  Point,  having  retired  to  winter  quarters, 
the  three  New  Hampshire  regiments  were  no  longer  immediately 
needed  in  the  north.  No  testimony  to  the  sufferings  and  the  endu- 
rance of  these  men  during  the  campaign  could  be  stronger  than 
this  communication  of  General  Gates  to  General  Ward,  dated  Nov. 
9,  1776: 

"Dear  General:  The  deputies  from  New  Hampshire  having 
informed  me  that  there  is  a  continental  regiment  raised  in  the  state 
under  command  of  Colonel  Pierce  Long,  stationed  at  Portsmouth, 
as  the  regiments  from  that  state  now  at  this  post  have  suffered  ex- 
ceedingly from  defeat,  disease  and  fatigue,  it  would  most  certainly 
be  for  the  benefit  of  the  service  xhat  Colonel  Long's  regiment  should 
be  directed  to  march  directly  to  this  place,  and  the  three  regiments 
commanded  by  Stark,  Poor  and  Eeed,  should  upon  arrival  march 
to  Portsmouth,  where  they  can  not  only  be  recruited,  but  recovered 
and  refreshed,  after  the  almost  unspeakable  fatigues  and  distresses 
they  have  undergone." 

Nothwithstanding  this  appreciative  and  humane  recommenda- 
tion, however,  we  find  the  New  Hampshire  regiments  which  had 
been  at  Ticonderaga,  still  holding  themselves  to  active  service,  and 
the  very  next  month  (December)  marching  straight  "by  way  of  the 
river  Minnisink'"  to  join  Washington's  army,  then  in  New  Jersey. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  was  in  that  terrible  December 
weather  retreating  before  a  larger  and  well  equipped  British  force, 
his  own  men  being  poorly  armed,  and  less  than  half  fed  and 
clothed.  The  exigency  was  tremendous,  and  to  it  New  Hampshire 
responded  bravely.  The  term  of  the  New  Hampshire  soldiers  was 
near  its  close,  but  a  strong  appeal  from  their  commanders  induced 
them  to  renew  their  enlistments,  so  that  during  the  six  additional 
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weeks  of  their  stay  a  good  number  of  them  shared  in  the  battles 
of  Trenton  and  Princeton.  The  last  year  had  witnessed  the  death 
of  nearly  one-half  their  number  by  small  pox  and  other  maladies. 

We  pass  now  to  a  new  and  important  chapter  in  the  career  of 
Enoch  Poor.  In  March,  1777,  the  term  of  the  New  Hampshire  vol- 
unteers having  ended,  new  enlistments  must  be  had,  and  a  larger 
number  of  general  officers  being  required,  the  present  seemed  the 
right  occasion  for  such  promotion.  In  creating  a  Brigadier- Gen- 
eral from  New  Hampshire,  the  continental  Congress  made  choice 
of  Colonel  Enoch  Poor.  Upon  this,  Colonel  John  Stark,  claiming 
that  the  high  office  belonged  to  himself  as  the  senior  officer  in  the 
service,  and  as  having  held  official  rank  in  two  campaigns,  while  his 
successful  rival  was  of  junior  rank  and  had  seen  far  less  of  army 
experience,  resigned  his  commission,  and  for  three  months  partook 
himself  to  his  usual  industry  at  his  farm  and  saw-mill  in  Man- 
chester. Perhaps  persons  of  historic  tastes  who  are  conversant  with 
the  facts  of  this  case,  will  never  be  done  discussing  the  justificaton 
of  the  vote  of  Congress  and  the  action  of  Stark  and  with  weighing 
the  comparative  claims  of  the  two  men.  Something  can  truly  be 
said  on  both  sides.  On  the  one  hand  it  is  true  that  Poor's  regiment 
was  the  first  to  enlist  and  report  for  duty  under  the  new  call.  On 
the  other  hand  the  rules  of  precedence  from  past  record  were  alto- 
gather  favorable  to  the  claims  of  Stark.  He  was  the  senior  in  offi- 
cial and  in  active  service,  he  had  done  valiant  duty  in  the  "Seven 
Years'  War,"  between  the  English  and  the  French,  and  by  vote  of 
the  provincial  convention  he  had  been  made  Colonel  of  the  "First 
New  Hampshire  Regiment,"  the  ranking  regiment.  Poor  had  been 
a  private  in  the  Nova  Scotia  campaign,  but  had  held  no  commis- 
sion whatever  till  he  received  the  colonelcy,  on  May  20,  1775. 

At  all  events,  we  find  Poor  made  a  Brigadier-General,  and 
Stark  became  for  the  time  a  civilian.  Let  me  here  say  that  nothing 
has  been  found  even  by  the  warmest  and  most  uncompromising 
eulogists  of  John  Stark,  which  indicates  other  than  most  cordial 
relations  between  him  and  Enoch  Poor,  and  when  the  latter  ex- 
pressed to  the  former  his  hesitancy,  under  the  circumstances,  to 
accept  the  commission,  Stark  urgently  advised  its  acceptance,  and 
rendered  to  the  new  general  all  the  information  and  friendly  service 
within  his  power. 

In  the  later  part  of  the  year  1776,  the  poorly  regulated  enlist- 
ments of  men,  and  appointments  of  officers,  came  to  an  end ;  hence- 
forth the  more  important  officers  were  to  be  commissioned  by  Con- 
gress instead  of  the  States,  and  for  the  entire  war;  and  the  men 
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were  to  be  enlisted  for  three  years,  or  as  much  longer  as  the  contest 
might  continue.  Three  regiments,  in  virtual  continuance  of  the  for- 
mer three  of  which  I  have  spoken,  were  organized  in  New  Hamp- 
shire under  the  new  standard.  They  were  commanded  by  Colonels 
Joseph  Cilley,  Nathan  Hale  and  Alexander  Scammel,  and  were 
ordered  to  report  at  Ticonderoga  under  General  Enoch  Poor,  as 
part  of  the  forces  for  the  overthrow  of  the  British  army  under 
Burgoyne.  The  British  commander,  in  furtherance  of  his  purpose 
to  establish  a  chain  of  military  posts  reaching  from  Manhattan 
Island  to  Canada,  thus  absolutely  cutting  off  rebellious  New  Eng- 
land from  the  rest  of  the  country,  had  descended  from  Canada 
toward  Ticonderoga,  leading  a  force  of  more  than  seven  thousand 
British  and  German  soldiers.  On  May  28,  just  passed,  General 
Poor  had  written  from  Ticonderoga  to  General  Gates :  "We  have 
only  2240  effective  rank  and  file  now  on  the  ground,"  and  implored 
reinforcement.  June  12,  a  council  consisting  of  Generals  Schuyler, 
now  in  command  of  the  northern  army,  Roche  de  Fermoy,  St.  Clair. 
Poor  and  Patterson,  was  held,  which  reluctantly  decided  that  the 
fort  could  not  be  held  for  lack  of  troops  and  provisions.  July  20. 
Burgoyne  being  close  at  hand,  and  our  forces  nearly  encompassed 
by  the  British,  a  similar  council,  of  which  Poor  was  a  member,  de- 
cided on  immediate  evacuation  and  retreat.  Congress  was  shocked 
and  demoralized  by  this  surrender,  demanded  the  removal  of 
Schuyler,  and  voted  that  Major-Generals  Schuyler  and  St.  Clair, 
and  Brigadiers  Poor,  Patterson  and  Fermoy  should  report  at  once 
at  army  headquarters.  But  Washington,  with  cool  head  and  quick 
judgment,  seeing  that  the  surrender  had  been  inevitable,  declined 
to  supercede  Schuyler,  and  induced  Congress  to  postpone  the  order 
for  the  brigadiers  to  repair  to  headquarters.  The  Major-Generals 
were  arraigned  later,  before  court  martial,  and  after  trial,  honor- 
ably acquitted  and  justified.  Congress,  however,  was  not  content, 
but  transferred  Schuyler's  command  to  Gates,  the  latter's  authority 
dating  from  August  6,  1777. 

Poor's  brigade  at  this  time  was  composed  of  the  three  New 
Hampshire  regiments,  two  small  detachments  from  New  York,  and 
a  considerable  number  of  Connecticut  men;  and  was  in  camp  at 
Lowden's  Ferry,  on  the  Mowhawk  River.  In  this  immediate 
neighborhood  plainly  the  affairs  of  the  war  were  now  concentra- 
ting. 

On  the  19th  of  September,  Burgoyne  lustily  attacked  our  little 
army,  and  the  battle  of  Stillwater  was  fought,  often  called  the  first 
battle  of  Saratoga.   It  was  a  desperate  action  on  both  sides.  The 
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British  were  the  stronger  in  numbers  and  incomparably  the  better 
in  discipline,  but  they  were  almost  entirely  surrounded  by  our 
.  forces.  On  this  engagement  and  what  should  speedily  follow, 
seemed  to  depend  the  result  of  the  entire  war,  so  far  as  the  issues 
were  then  made  up,  and  so  far  as  one  event  could  determine  its 
successors.  The  main  body  of  our  men,  under  the  immediate  com- 
mand of  Gates,  constituted  the  right  wing.  The  left  wing,  under 
General  Benedict  Arnold,  consisted  of  Poor's  brigade,  some  New 
York  troops  under  Van  Courtland  and  Henry  Livingston,  some 
militia  from  Connecticut  commanded  by  Latimer  and  Cook,  and 
the  famous  rifle  corps  of  Virginia  under  Colonel  Morgan,  with 
Major  Dearborn's  battalion  of  infantry  for  support. 

At  Stillwater  Arnold  was  in  command.  Poor's  brigade  constitu- 
ted about  one-half  of  the  left  wing,  which  was  the  only  part  of  the 
army  in  the  midst  of  the  fight.  Not  more  than  3000  of  our  men 
were  engaged  against  some  3500  of  Burgoyne's  soldiers. 

General  Wilkinson,  the  assistant  adjutant  general,  who  carried 
the  orders  of  the  commander  of  the  day,  says  that  "the  stress  of 
the  action  on  our  part  was  borne  by  Morgan's  regiment  and  Poor's 
brigade." 

The  results  of  Stillwater  were  undecisive,  and  on  October  8th 
Burgoyne  made  another  deadly  assault  on  the  continental  forces. 
This  second  battle  of  Saratoga  was  the  most  hard  fought  and  un- 
flinching engagement  of  the  Bevolutionary  war.  Wilkinson  says 
that  the  first  order  given  him  to  promulgate  was  in  these  words: 
"Tell  Morgan  to  begin  the  game/'  The  next  order  was  for  the  New 
Hampshoire  troops  to  march  to  the  front  and  left  flank  of  the  en- 
emy. Wilkinson  says,  "After  I  had  delivered  the  order  to  General 
Poor,  directing  him  to  the  point  of  attack,  I  was  commanded  to 
hurry  up  Ten  Broeck's  brigade  of  New  York  troops,  3000  strong.  I 
performed  this  service  and  regained  the  field  of  battle  at  the  mo- 
ment when  the  enemy  had  turned  their  back,  only  fifty-two  minutes 
after  the  first  shot  was  fired.  I  found  the  courageous  Colonel 
Cilley  astraddle  of  a  brass  twelve-pounder,  and  exulting  in  its 
capture. 

The  British  at  length  gave  way,  and  retreated  to  their  re- 
trenchments, and  were  then  attacked  and  driven  outside  by  our 
forces.  Only  ten  days  later,  on  October  17,  Burgoyne  and  his 
army  surrendered  under  stern  necessity. 

By  all  accounts,  no  part  of  the  army  showed  more  courage  or 
telling  efficiency  than  did  Poor's  brigade,  in  league  with  the  Vir- 
ginia rifles,  at  the  very  front. 
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The  surrender  of  Burgoyne,  as  the  direct  result  of  these  two 
engagements,  suspended  the  war  in  the  north,  and  Poor's  brigade, 
under  its  commander,  now  joined  Washington's  army  near  Phila- 
delphia. Here  Washington  and  General  Howe  were  contending  for 
the  possession  of  Philadelphia,  that  place  having  been  captured  by 
the  British  on  September  26.  For  its  recovery  Washington  fought 
the  battle  of  Germantown,  but  a  panic  seized  our  men  at  the  very 
moment  of  victory,  and  the  prize  was  lost.  Contrasting  the  engage- 
ment at  Germantown  with  the  late  battle  of  Saratoga,  Washington 
writes :  "Had  the  same  spirit  pervaded  the  people  of  this  and  the 
neighboring  states  as  (did)  the  states  of  New  York  and  New  Eng- 
land, we  might  before  this  time  have  General  Howe  nearly  in  the 
same  situation  of  General  Burgoyne." 

During  the  temporary  absence  of  Lord  Cornwallis  who  had 
held  the  city  with  a  portion  of  his  troops,  a  new  attack  on  Philadel- 
phia was  considered.  Washington  submitted  the  project  to  a  coun- 
cil of  officers,  requesting  a  deliberate  written  opinion  from  each 
member  the  next  day.  Four  members  favored  the  assault,  ten  op- 
posed, General  Poor  among  the  latter.  Poor  and  those  who  voted 
with  him  believed  that  in  the  sadly  weakened  state  of  our  army 
during  that  fall  and  winter  such  a  movement  would  have  been  un- 
reasonably perilous,  and,  considering  the  critical  condition  of 
things  just  then  and  there,  might  have  wrought  us  irretrievable  dis- 
aster. In  December  following  the  army  took  up  its  winter  quar- 
ters at  Valley  Forge  on  the  Schuylkill  river,  some  twenty  miles 
northwest  of  Philadelphia.  Of  that  ghastly  winter  encampment, 
no  description  of  ours  is  needed. 

On  the  previous  December  7th,  when  the  troops  were  about 
marching  to  their  winter  quarters  at  Valley  Forge,  General  Poor 
had  written  to  Thomas  Odiorne,  a  member  of  the  State  House  of 
Eepresentatives  from  Exeter,  N.  H.,  portraying  the  destitution  of 
the  soldiers,  and  imploring  direct  aid  from  New  Hampshire  to  its 
own  volunteers.  "Did  you  know,"  he  says,  "how  much  your  men  suf- 
fered for  want  of  shirts,  britches,  blankets,  stockings  and  shoes, 
your  heart  would  ache  for  them.  Sorry  I  am  that  one- third  are 
now  suffering  for  want  of  those  articles  which  gives  the  soldier 
great  reason  to  complain,  after  the  encouragement  of  the  state  to 
supply  those  of  its  inhabitants  who  should  engage  in  their  service. 
When  you  engaged  your  men  to  serve  for  tl  ree  years  or  during  the 
war,  they  were  promised  a  certain  sum  for  their  services;  you 
stated  at  the  same  time  that  you  fixed  a  reasonable  price  upon  such 
articles  as  the  country  produced,  and  which  they  knew  their  fam- 
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ilies  must  be  supplied  with,  which  would  but  barely  support  them  at 
those  prices.  But  soon  after  they  left  home  it  seems  that  by  some 
.  means  or  other  the  contract  on  the  side  of  the  state  was  broken,  and 
those  very  articles  which  their  families  must  have  or  suffer  rose  four 
or  five  hundred  per  cent;  soldiers'  wages  remain  the  same.  How 
can  it  be  expected  that  men  under  these  circumstances  can  quietly 
continue  to  undergo  every  hardship  and  danger  which  they  have 
been  and  are  still  exposed  to?  And  what  is  more  distressing  is 
their  daily  hearing  of  the  sufferings  of  their  wives  and  children  at 
home.  I  fear  we  shall  have  many  of  our  best  officers  resign,  and 
many  soldiers  desert,  for  no  other  reason  than  to  put  themselves  in 
a  way  to  support  their  families,  or  share  with  them  their  sufferings, 
and  should  that  be  the  case,  I  fear  the  consequences." 

Of  this  letter  let  me  say  that  if  there  is  in  the  English  lan- 
guage a  composition  of  the  same  length,  which  compasses  more  per- 
fectly or  vigorously  the  writer's  thought,  with  no  word  lacking  and 
none  to  spare,  it  has  not  yet  fallen  under  my  eye.  General  Poor 
puts  the  sufferings  of  his  officers  and  soldiers  most  impressively  and 
conclusively,  and  without  any  allusion  to  himself.  It  is  your  state 
that  has  made  and  has  broken  the  pledge;  your  men  who  at  your 
hands  are  starving  and  shivering ;  the  wives  and  children  of  the  sol- 
diers you  sent  into  the  field  with  golden  promises,  against  whom 
you  allow  to  be  fixed  prohibiting  prices  for  the  simplest  articles  of 
subsistence.  This  in  spite  of  its  imperfect  orthography  is  one  of 
the  masterpieces  of  English  literature. 

Philadelphia  was  still  in  the  hands  of  the  British.  Lafayette, 
a  youth  of  twenty  years,  had  joined  our  forces,  bringing  with  him 
the  first  instalment  of  that  practical  sympathy  and  moral  aid  for 
which  the  United  States  will  always  be  indebted  to  France.  In 
May,  1778,  General  Poor  and  his  brigade  were,  under  Lafayette,  in 
an  exploit  to  spy  on  the  condition  and  movements  of  the  enemy 
from  between  the  Schuylkill  and  Delaware  rivers.  Here  our  force 
was  attacked,  but  successfully  retreated,  General  Poor  leading  the 
American  van.  The  enemy  evacuated  Philadelphia  in  this  month 
of  May,  Howe  being  superseded  in  command  by  Clinton.  The 
recognition  of  the  new  republic  by  France  determined  the  British, 
in  anticipation  of  strong  foreign  reinforcements  to  the  revolution- 
ary cause,  to  concentrate  everything  in  and  about  New  York. 
During  the  march  of  the  British  army  thither  across  New  Jersey. 
General  Poor,  with  his  brigade,  under  Lee  first  and  then  Lafayette, 
were  part  of  the  force  sent  for  the  annoyance  and  provocation  of 
the  enemy.   The  entire  army  soon  followed,  and  at  Monmouth,  on 
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June  28,  occurred  one  of  the  fiercest  engagements  between  the  con- 
tending forces. 

We  come  now  to  an  exceedingly  interesting  chapter  in  Poor's 
military  career.  His  brigade  was  chosen  as  a  part  of  General 
Sullivan's  army  for  the  subjection  of  the  "Six  Nations/'  or,  more 
properly,  the  "Five  Nations"  of  Indians.  This  campaign  was  in  the 
summer  of  1779  

Sullivan's  forces,  and  Clinton's,  from  different  directions  were 
to  unite  at  Tioga.  From  the  diary  of  Jeremiah  Fogg,  of  General 
Poor's  staff,  we  obtain  this  item,  dated  at  Tioga,  August  14,  Sulli- 
van's command  having  already  arrived:  "This  being  the  place 
assigned  for  General  Clinton  to  join  the  army,  and  General  Sulli- 
van being  apprehensive  of  his  being  in  danger,  detached  General 
Poor  with  900  men  and  eight  days'  provisions  with  orders  to  pro- 
ceed up  the  river,  as  a  reinforcement  in  case  of  attack." 

The  objective  point  of  attack  was  Chemung,  or  in  English, 
Newtown,  close  to  the  present  site  of  the  city  of  Elmira.  This  was 
an  Indian  town  of  about  fifty  comfortable  houses,  surrounded  by 
farms  under  excellent  cultivation.  Sullivan  had  advices  which  led 
him  to  expect  to  find  the  whole  force  of  the  Five  Nations  concen- 
trated and  massed  at  Chemung.  The  battle  of  Newtown,  as  we 
know  it,  .was  fought  on  Sunday,  August  29.  The  best  record  of  the 
day  in  existence  is  the  journal  of  Daniel  Livermore,  of  Concord, 
N.  H.,  a  captain  in  the  Third  New  Hampshire  regiment.  He 
says:  "At  ten  o'clock  this  morning  the  troops  proceeded  on  the 
march  in  the  usual  order.  At  about  twelve  o'clock  our  vanguard 
came  in  sight  of  the  enemy's  lines  thrown  up  by  our  left  from  the 
river,  half  a  mile  in  extent,  on  a  very  advantageous  piece  of 
ground;  the  infantry  beginning  a  slow  attack  on  their  flanks  and 
advance  parties,  while  General  Poor's  brigade  is  sent  round  their 
left  flank,  to  gain  the  enemy's  rear,  which  he  nearly  completed,  fall- 
ing in  with  their  flank,  or  rather  their  main  body,  laying  off  in 
the  woods  in  order  to  cut  off  our  rear.  A  very  warm  action  ensued 
between  about  600  chosen  savages  commanded  by  Captain  Butler  of 
the  Queen's  Rangers  and  Poor's  brigade,  commanded  by  him  in 
person.  The  brigade  marched  on  with  coolness,  with  charged  bay- 
onets, not  a  gun  being  fired  until  within  a  short  distance,  when  the 
enemy  were  obliged  to  give  back,  leaving  their  dead  on  the  ground, 
amounting  to  about  twenty.  We  took  three  prisoners.  At  sunset, 
after  a  complete  victory,  encamped  near  the  field  of  action,  carrying 
off  our  dead  and  wounded." 
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The  following  is  from  Staff  Officer  Jeremiah  Fogg's  journal 
the  night  after  the  battle : 

"The  New  Hampshire  brigade  may  at  least  add  a  new  feather 
-  to  their  caps.  Although  the  enemy  galled  us,  killing  three  and 
wounding  forty,  yet  we  convinced  them  that  they  may  in  vain  at- 
tempt to  withstand  an  army  like  ours." 

I  quote  in  part  the  admirable  report  of  Sullivan  to  the  com- 
mander-in-chief:  "About  eleven  o'clock  a  messenger  from  Major 
Parr,  who  commanded  the  rifle  corps,  the  advance  of  the  light 
troops  of  the  army  under  General  Hand,  informed  me  the  enemy 
had,  about  a  mile  in  front  of  the  town,  a  very  extensive  breastwork 
erected  on  a  rising  ground  which  commanded  the  road  on  which  we 
were  to  pass  with  our  artillery,  and  which  would  enable  them  to 
fire  upon  our  flank  and  front  at  the  same  time.  This  breastwork 
they  had  endeavored  to  mask  in  a  very  artful  manner,  and  had  con- 
cealed themselves  behind  it  in  very  large  numbers. 

General  Hand  formed  the  light  corps  of  the  army  in  the  woods 
within  400  yards  of  their  works  ....  General  Hand  remained  at 
his  post  until  I  arrived  with  the  main  army.  General  Poor's  bri- 
gade, which  formed  the  right  wing  of  the  main  army,  deployed  in 
the  rear  of  General  Hand's;  General  Maxwell's  brigade,  which 
formed  the  left  wing,  came  abreast  with  General  Poor,  and  re- 
mained in  column  ready  to  act  as  occasion  might  require.  It  was 
observed  that  there  was  another  chain  of  hills  terminating  in  a 
point  rather  in  the  rear  of  our  right,  and  about  one  mile  distant 
from  the  rear  of  our  line.  It  was  conjectured  that  the  army  had 
taken  post  upon  one  or  both  the  hills,  in  order  to  fall  on  our  right 
and  rear,  when  we  attempted  to  attack  their  works.  General  Poor 
was  therefore  detached  to  gain  the  hill  first  described  and  fall  into 
the  enemy's  rear.  General  Clinton's  brigade,  which  forms  the  sec- 
ond line  of  the  army,  was  ordered  to  turn  off,  and  follow  in  the 
rear  of  General  Poor,  to  sustain  him  in  case  of  necessity,  or  to  form 
a  line  to  oppose  any  force  which  might  fall  in  his  rear,  or  attempt 
to  gain  the  flank  or  rear  of  the  army.  When  sufficient  time  had 
been  given  to  General  Poor  to  gain  the  hill  in  their  rear,  our  artil- 
lery was  to  announce  an  attack  in  front.  General  Poor  moved  on 
to  gain  the  hill,  and  General  Clinton  followed  as  directed,  but  both 
of  them  were  for  some  time  delayed  by  a  morass.  General  Poor  had 
already  arrived  near  the  foot  of  the  hill  when  the  cannonading  be- 
gan in  front  of  their  works,  but  upon  attempting  to  ascend  the  hill, 
he  found  a  large  body  of  the  enemy  posted  there,  who  began  to  fire 
upon  him.    His  troops  charged  with  bayonets,  and  sometimes  fired 
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as  they  advanced.  The  enemy  retreated  from  tree  to  tree ;  keeping 
np  an  incessant  fire,  until  his  troops  had  gained  the  summit  of  the 
hill.  General  Clinton  detached  two  regiments  to  reinforce  General 
Poor,  and  then  followed  himself,  with  the  residue  of  his  brigade,  as 
directed.  The  two  regiments  arrived  just  before  the  summit  of  the 
hill  was  gained,  and  prevented  the  enemy  from  turning  his  right, 
which  they  were  attempting.  Our  cannonade  in  front,  and  I  doubt 
not,  the  unexpected  fire  from  General  Poor  on  the  enemy's  left, 
occasioned  them  instantly  to  abandon  their  works  in  the  utmost 
confusion.  They  fled  in  the  greatest  disorder."  So  much  from 
General  Sullivan's  official  report. 

It  would  be  exceedingly  interesting  to  know  whether  Enoch 
Poor  really  approved  of  this  much  questioned  and  much  criticised 
campaign,  but  there  is  no  word  to  show.  Our  New  Hampshire  bri- 
gade having  accomplished  its  work  in  western  New  York,  returned 
in  October,  rejoined  the  main  army,  and  spent  the  cold  months  in 
winter  huts  at  Newtown,  Conn. 

But  a  springtime  note  of  joy  and  hope  was  again  heard  when, 
on  May  30,  1780,  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette,  having  returned  from 
his  home  visit  to  France,  where  he  had  gone  mainly  to  consult  King 
Louis  XVI.,  and  if  possible  to  obtain  from  that  nation  more  than 
surreptitious  aid  and  comfort  to  our  cause,  offered  again  his  ser- 
vices to  Congress,  which,  of  course,  were  accepted  with  gladness, 
and  reported  the  new  encouragement  from  his  native  land  whose 
results  in  due  time  became  brightly  woven  into  our  history. 

Lafayette  being  now  appointed  the  commander  of  a  division, 
his  troops  were  made  the  van  of  Washington's  army.  Lafayette's 
division  composed  largely  of  light  infantry,  was  selected  from  dif- 
ferent corps,  and  chiefly  from  regiments  of  the  frontier  states, 
whose  experience  in  border  warfare  had  specially  fitted  them  for  such 
agile  service.  It  consisted  of  two  brigades,  the  first  under  command 
of  General  Hand,  the  second  led  by  General  Poor.  There  was  also 
in  the  division  a  troop  of  horse  commanded  by  Colonel  Henry  Lee. 
father  of  the  late  confederate  general  Robert  E.  Lee,  and  a 
Major's  command  of  artillery.  The  division,  well  organized 
and  located  in  an  elevated  and  advantageous  New  Jersey  camp,  the 
soldiers  and  officers  being  chiefly  armed  and  clothed  at  the  private 
expense  of  Lafayette,  and  under  his  admirable  scientific  drill,  each 
soldier  wearing  a  helmet  of  hard  leather  with  a  crest  of  hair,  was 
decidedly  the  best  armed  and  clad  and  disclipined  in  all  the  army ; 
so  that  it  is  said  that  European  veterans  pronounced  it  equal  to  any 
corps  in  any  country.   This  choice  command  of  the  French  general 


84 


TIIK  POOH  POOHK  L'AMl  L\  GATJ1  15 II I  NQ 


<»!'  which  I'.       Ii  I'oor  was,  by  the  choice  \><>\\\  of  Lafayette  and  o£ 

Congress,  oni!  of  (lie  two  brigadier-generals,  \vas*Undoubfodly  Llie 
lir  I  liod  \  of  men  in  I  In*  arm  y  of  the  Kevolut  ion  who  approached, 
the  standard  of  a  well  provided  and  adequate!)'  trained  Kuropean 
soldierly. 

But  this  splendid  van  of  \V;i  h i n ■• 1 < .1 1"  army  wan  destined  by 
rirenmslanees  lo  see  no  active  service  during  the  passing  summer. 
While  our  troops  and  their  anfagoni  1  were  thus  situated,  on  the 
1Mb  of  September,  !  7«S(),  occurred  the  dc;ith  of  General  Poor,  while; 
in  camp.  II  is  now  well  established  that  he  fell  in  a  duel  fought  with 
n  subordinate  officer. 

The  sorrow  at  General  Poor's  death  was  general  and  sincere 
throughout  the  army,  and  the  funeral  occasion  was  exceedingly 
impressive.  The  following  is  copied  from  the  Military  Journal 
kept  by  James  Thacher,  M.  D.,  a  surgeon  in  the  war. 

"Sept.  10,  1780.  We  are  lamenting  the  loss  of  Brigadier- 
General  Enoch  Poor,  who  died  last  night  of  putrid  fever.  His 
funeral  solemnities  have  been  attended  this  afternoon.  The  corpse 
was  brought  this  morning  from  Paramus  and  left  at  a  house  about 
a  mile  from  the  burying  ground  at  Hackensack,  where  it  was 
attended  to  the  place  of  interment  by  the  following  procession :  A 
regiment  of  light  infantry  in  uniform  with  arms  reversed,  four 
field  pieces,  Major  Lee's  Eegiment  of  Light  Horse  Cavalry,  the 
major  on  horseback;  General  Hand,  with  his  brigade  of  Light  In- 
fantry; two  chaplains,  one  of  whom,  the  Eev.  Israel  Evans,  was  of 
Poor's  brigade;  the  horse  of  the  deceased  general,  with  his  sword, 
boots  and  spurs  suspended  from  the  saddle,  led  by  his  servant ;  the 
corpse  borne  by  four  sergeants,  and  the  pall  supported  by  six  gen- 
eral officers.  The  coffin  was  of  mahogany,  and  placed  on  top  of 
which  was  a  pair  of  pistols  and  two  swords  belonging  to  the  gen- 
eral. The  corpse  was  followed  by  the  officers  of  the  New  England 
Brigade,  which  Poor  had  so  long  commanded.  Immediately  after 
these  came  General  Washington,  General  Lafayette  and  other  of 
the  general  officers  of  the  army.  Having  arrived  at  the  burying 
ground  the  troops  opened  to  the  right  and  left,  resting  on  their 
arms  reversed,  and  the  procession  passed  on  to  the  grave,  where  a 
eulogy  was  delivered  by  the  chaplain,  Eev.  Israel  Evans.  The 
regiment  of  Light  Infantry  were  in  handsome  uniform,  and  wore 
in  their  caps,  long  feathers  of  black  and  red.  The  elegant  regi- 
ment of  Light  Horse,  commanded  by  Major  Henry  Lee  were  in 
complete  uniform  and  well  disciplined  and  exhibited  a  martial  and 
noble  appearance." 
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Dr.  Thacher  gave  the  cause  of  his  death  as  that  of  putrid 
fever,  the  real  cause,  for  military  reasons,  being  suppressed. 

General  Washington,  in  announcing  the  death  of  General  Poor 
to  Congress  said:  "He  was  an  officer  of  distinguished  merit,  one 
who  as  a  citizen  and  a  soldier  had  every  claim  to  the  esteem  and 
regard  of  his  country."  Congress  ordered  this  communication  to 
be  published  in  testimony  of  the  nation  to  the  character  and  ser- 
vices of  Enoch  Poor. 

Let  me  also  quote  briefly  from  the  calm  and  judicious  tribute 
of  Governor  William  Plumer,  of  New  Hampshire :  "As  an  officer,  he 
was  prudent  in  council,  sound  in  judgment,  firm  and  steady  in  his 
resolutions,  cautions  of  unnecessary  danger,  but  calm  and  un- 
daunted in  battle ;  vigorous  and  unwearied  in  military  enterprises ; 
patient  and  persevering  under  hardship  and  difficulty,  and  punctual 
and  exact  in  performing  all  the  duties  assigned  and  devolving  upon 
him.  His  mind  was  devoted  to  the  improvement  of  the  army.  He 
possessed  great  self-control  and  command,  was  affable  and  condes- 
cending, easy  of  access,  yet  preserved  his  dignity." 

The  interment  of  General  Poor's  body  was  made  at  the  ceme- 
tery at  Hackensack,  1ST.  J.,  as  we  saw,  near  the  spot  where  he  died ; 
and  years  afterward  a  public  occasion  was  made  by  the  citizens  of 
that  place  and  other  admirers,  of  erecting  over  his  grave  a  large 
sandstone  tablet  raised  on  four  carved  pillars,  on  which  is  this  in- 
scription :  4 o £$964 
In  Memory  of  the  Honorable 
Brigadier-General  Enoch  Poor, 
of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire, 
who  departed  this  life, 
On  the  8th  day  of  September,  1780, 
Aged  44  Years. 

Washington,  Lafayette  and  a  Portion  of  the  American  Army 
Attended  the  Burial  of  General  Poor. 
In  1824  Lafayette  Revisited  this  Grave, 
and  turning  away  much  affected,  exclaimed : 
"Ah !    This  was  one  of  my  Generals  !" 
On  Lafayette's  last  visit  to  this  country,  in  1825,  he  was  en- 
thusiastically received  by  a  great  multitude  in  Concord,  N.  H.  At 
the  festival  given  in  his  honor,  the  old  hero  was  called  upon  for  a 
sentiment.    He  arose,  and  with  deep  feeling,  tremulous  voice,  and 
a  look  that  impressed  all  who  were  present,  proposed  as  his  toast, 
"Light  Infantry  Poor,  and  Yorktown  Scammel." 

His  career  was  short,  unsullied,  bright.    A  Brigadier-General 
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is  often  hidden  by  the  rank,  or  the  dazzling  fame  of  his  superiors. 
But  wherever  we  get  even  a  glimpse  of  Poor,  he  was  equal  to  every 
call.  His  ability  plainly  overflowed  the  measure  of  his  commis- 
sion. Never  in  an  official  report,  or  in  the  diaries  or  letters  of  his 
associates,  is  he  spoken  of  except  with  a  lingering  stress  of  esteem 
and  honor.  Had  he  survived  the  war,  it  is  almost  certain  that  his 
commanding  reason  and  judgment,  his  marvelous  popularity,  and 
his  power  to  inspire  confidence  among  his  fellows,  would  have  told 
brilliantly  in  civil  life. 

We  can  happily  imagine  his  powerful  and  influential  manhood 
coming  forth  from  the  great  struggle  with  a  magnificent  service  to 
his  adopted  state.  Interpreting  what  he  did  as  symbolic  and  pro- 
phetic of  the  vastly  more  which  he  would  probably  have  accom- 
plished had  he  rounded  the  full  age  of  manhood,  we  will  hold  high 
the  name  of  Enoch  Poor  as  worthy  the  gratitude  and  honoring  of 
every  patriot  of  the  Eepublic. 


DINNER. 

Dinner  was  announced  by  the  president. 

Nearly  all  present  at  the  gathering  were  in  attendance  at  din- 
ner, there  being  over  160  seated  at  the  tables.  Thanks  were  offered 
by  Rev.  William  G.  Poor.  After  doing  ample  justice  to  the  colla- 
tion, which  was  served  in  the  church  vestry,  the  association  again 
reassembled  at  about  2  o'clock  in  the  Audience  room,  for  the  after- 
noon session. 


CHARLES  POORE.  RAYMOND  IN. 

OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 


Hfternoon  Session. 


The  afternoon  session  opened  with  an 
Organ  Voluntary  by  Charles  Poore,  Raymond,  N.  H. 

The  president  then  called  upon  the  committee  for  their  reports 
and  in  response  Edward  P.  Poor  of  Lawrence,  in  behalf  of  the 
committee  on  nominations,  presented  to  serve  as  an  Executive  Com- 
mittee, a  list  of  seventeen  names ;  four  were  selected  from  each  of 
the  four  tribal  branches  of  the  family  (except  the  tribe  of  John, 
which  has  five,  as  it  includes  Alfred  Poore,  who  as  secretary  is  a 
member  ex~officioj) one  embraced  the  descendants  of  Alice  Poor, 
who  was  a  sister  of  the  three  immigrant  brothers,  John,  Samuel 
and  Daniel,  and  who  with  them  settled  in  Newbury,  where  she 
married  George  Little.  This  is  the  first  time  the  Little  branch  has 
had  representation  upon  the  committee. 

The  names  thus  presented  were  accepted  by  the  gathering 
without  dissent  and  the  president  announced  the  following  persons 
thus  chosen  to  be  the  Executive  Committee  for  the  coming  three 
years,  1899-1902: 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 


Tribe  of  John. 


FRANKLIN  N.  POOR, 
JOHN  M.  POOR, 
SAMUEL  T.  POOR, 
DARWIN  M.  POORE, 
ALFRED  POORE, 


Somerville,  Mass. 
Haverhill,  Mass. 
Georgtown,  Mass. 
Manchester,  N.  H. 


Salem  Mass. 


Tribe  of  Samuel 


SAMUEL  POOR, 
JOHN  M.  POOR, 
EBEN  L.  POORE, 


Hampton,  N.  H. 
West  Newbury,  Mass. 


Northwood,  N.  H. 
Raymond,  N.  H. 


CHARLES  POORE, 
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Tribe  of  Daniel. 

HEISTKY  V.  POOR,  Brookline,  Mass. 

-ALBERT  POOR,  Andover,  Mass. 

DANIEL  J.  POORE,  Merrimac,  Mass. 

ABBOTT  A.  POOR,  Lawrence,  Mass. 

Tribe  of  Alice  (Wife  of  George  Little). 
WILLIAM  LITTLE,  Newbury,  Mass. 

JOSEPH  G.  S.  LITTLE,  Haverhill,  Mass. 

GEORGE  T.  LITTLE,  Brunswick,  Me. 

HENRY  B.  LITTLE,  Newburyport,  Mass. 

JOHN  M.  POOR,  Chairman. 

ALFRED  POORE,  Secretary. 

ABBOTT  A.  POOR,  Assistant  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

The  committee  appointed  to  draft  resolutions  of  thanks  and 
gratitude,  for  the  beautiful  symbols  of  fraternal  kinship,  received 
from  Major  Robert  Poore,  of  Salisbury,  England,  in  behalf  of  the 
English  branch  of  the  family,  here,  through  Abbott  A.  Poor  of 
Lawrence,  reported,  and  presented  the  following  resolutions,  accept- 
ing this  gift  of  the  Poores  of  England,  to  the  Poors  of  America, 
which  thus  strengthened  the  bonds  of  blood  and  name,  that  so 
firmly  bind  us  together  in  one  family  of  common  origin,  to  which, 
on  this  occasion  we  give  our  renewed  allegiance. 

The  gathering  with  one  voice  adopted  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  instructed  its  secretary  to  have  a  copy  of  the  resolu- 
tions, properly  inscribed,  transmitted  to  the  donors  in  England. 


Bnfcover  IResoIuttons* 

To  our  Kinsmen  of  England,  Greeting: — 

We  desire  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  beautiful  banner, 
representing  the  Coat-of-Arms  of  the  Poore  Family,  presented  to 
us  through  John  M.  Poor,  Esq.,  of  Haverhill,  Mass.  We  appreciate 
the  kindly  spirit  and  forethought  of  our  Kinsmen  of  the  East 
which  has  prompted  this  gift. 

Accept  our  cordial,  hearty  and  sincere  thanks  for  your  kind 
remembrance  of  the  Poores  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic. 

Assuring  you  of  our  deep  regard  for  the  welfare  of  all  who 
bear  the  name  or  blood  of  Poore  or  Poor,  we  pledge  ourselves  to 
guard  this  banner  as  the  emblem  of  the  precious  ties  that  bind  to- 
gether the  hearts  of  the  clan  in  the  new  and  the  old  world. 

Abbott  A.  Poor,  Assistant  Secretary. 
For  the  Poor-Poore  Family  Association,  assembled  at  Andover, 
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VOTE  OF  THANKS. 

At  this  time,  by  unanimous  vote  of  the  gathering,  thanks  were 
extended  as  follows : 

To  the  Eev.  Samuel  C.  Beane  of  Newburyport,  for  his  histo- 
rical paper.  Though  not  a  member  of  the  family,  Mr.  Beane  kindly 
consented  to  deliver  before  the  Association  an  address  on  General 
Enoch  Poor,  which  was  a  scholarly  production  and  was  listened  to 
with  intense  interest  and  profit  by  all. 

To  the  Society  of  the  South  Church,  Andover,  for  the  free  use 
of  their  church  edifice. 

To  Daniel  J.  Poore,  of  Merrimac,  the  president  of  the  day,  for 
the  able  manner  in  which  he  presided  over  the  proceedings  of  the 
gathering. 

To  Albert  Poor,  of  Andover,  the  orator  of  the  day,  for  his 
stirring  address  of  welcome  and  untiring  efforts  as  the  local  mem- 
ber of  the  Executive  Committee  and  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Arrangements,  in  making  the  gathering  at  Andover  the  success 
it  was. 

To  John  M.  Poor,  of  Haverhill,  Chairman,  and  all  others  who 
contributed  to  the  success  of  the  gathering. 


As  the  resolutions  adopted  at  the  time  of  the  gathering  made 
mention  only  of  the  banner,  the  Executive  Committee  felt  that 
upon  the  receipt  of  the  flag  and  scroll,  further  acknowledgment  was 
due  the  donors,  and  at  a  meeting  of  the  committee,  held  in  Haver- 
hill, November  2,  1899,  resolutions  of  thanks,  drawn  up  by  Albert 
Poor,  Esq.,  were  presented  and  adopted,  and  by  vote  of  the  commit- 
tee, the  assistant  secretary  was  authorized  to  have  the  resolutions 
engrossed  upon  parchment,  and  upon  their  engrossment,  to  take 
them  in  person,  to  the  different  members  of  the  committee  for  their 
signatures.  The  assistant  secretary,  in  accordance  with  the  above 
instruction,  had  the  resolutions  engrossed  upon  a  sheet  of  parch- 
ment 18x24  inches.  The  engrossment,  the  product  of  the  pen  of 
Prof.  Gordon  C.  Cannon,  was  excellent  in  character  and  workman- 
ship, and  was  highly  approved  by  the  committee ;  it  was  the  desire 
of  all,  that  to  some  degree  at  least,  we  make  our  acknowledgments 
worthy  of  the  gifts. 

Having  obtained  the  signatures  of  the  entire  committee  whose 
names  appear  upon  the  preceding  page,  the  testimonial  was  sent  to 
Major  Eobert  Poore,  Old  Lodge,  Salisbury,  England. 
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There  is  here  presented  the  second  set  of  resolutions,  which 
read  as  follows: 

•Resolutions  of  Executive  Committee. 

Poor-Poore  Association,  to  Major  Eobert  Poore, 

Old  Lodge,  Saliseury,  England. 
Dear  Sir  : — The  undersigned  members  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  the  Poor-Poore  Family  Association,  who  were  present  at  a 
meeting  of  the  committee  in  Haverhill,  Mass.,  on  the  second  of 
November,  1899,  beg  to  extend  to  you,  and  through  you  to  the 
members  of  the  parent  family  in  England,  our  grateful  apprecia- 
tion of  the  courtesy  and  kindly  feeling  that  have  inspired  the  beau- 
tiful tokens  of  regard  that  have  come  from  you  and  them  to  the 
family  in  this  country. 

Our  alliance  as  a  family  seems  complete,  and  it  is  so  delightful 
to  us  that  we  hope  that  our  two  countries  may  speedily  be  united  in 
bonds  of  like  amity  and  fellowship. 

At  our  late  triennial  meeting  the  banner  was  much  admired; 
the  sentiment  back  of  it  found  most  hearty  approval,  and  we  rallied 
under  it  as  under  a  real  standard,  pledging  to  the  family  association 
a  newer  and  broader  allegiance.  To  the  banner  we  must  add  now. 
through  your  gracious  courtesy,  the  flag,  and  the  scroll  containing 
the  names  of  the  donors.  In  these  we  have  closer  evidence  of  your 
sympathy,  and  for  them  also  we  express  to  you  all  our  cordial 
appreciation,  and  the  hope  that  some  of  you  may  be  able  to  be 
present  at  the  next  triennial  meeting  to  be  held  in  1902. 

Wishing  for  you  all  peace  and  happiness,  and  in  the  fervent 
hope  that  your  country  may  speedily  be  delivered  from  the  burden 
of  anxieties  that  now  beset  her,  we  beg  to  be, 

Most  Cordially  Yours. 
(Signed  by  the  Executive  Committee,  with  their  places  of  resi- 
dence.) 


The  Association  voted  that  John  M.  Poor,  of  Haverhill,  be 
the  custodian  of  these  tributes  from  England. 

Upon  motion  of  John  M.  Poor,  of  Haverhill,  Abbott  A.  Poor, 
of  Lawrence,  was  elected  Treasurer  and  Assistant  Secretary  of  the 
Association. 
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The  blank  cards  which  had  been  distributed  during  the  morn- 
ing, were  at  this  time  handed  to  the  president,  having  been  filled 
out  with  the  names  of  those  present,  and  of  the  immigrant  from 
whom  they  descended.  The  number  received,  indicating  the  num- 
ber in  attendance  was  195,  and  it  is  hoped  and  believed  that  all 
present  filled  out  their  cards.  The  youngest  person  present  was 
Fred  Poor  Farnum  of  Lawrence,  of  the  tribe  of  Daniel,  7  months ; 
the  oldest  was  Samuel  Poor  of  Methuen,  tribe  of  John,  82  years 
2  months.  A  list  of  those  present  is  to  be  found  on  the  following 
pages. 

Letters  from  the  absent  ones  were  now  read  and  though  re- 
gretting that  they  could  not  be  with  us  we  were  glad  to  receive  tid- 
ings from  them. 


LETTERS. 

From  Captain  Sir  Richard  Poore,  Royal  Navy,  Commander  of 
H.  M.  8.  Illustrious: 

H.  M.  S.  Illustrious,  Mediterranean,  24  June,  ?99. 
Dear  Sir  : — 

I  received  yesterday  your  very  kind  invitation  to  be  present  at 
the  triennial  gathering  of  the  family  on  August  30,  and  I  sincerely 
regret  it  being  impossible  for  me  to  accept  the  invitation  which 
would  give  me  the  greatest  pleasure. 

I  am  now  commanding  a  battleship  in  the  Mediterranean  and 
therefore  am  unfortunately  very  much  not  my  own  master  in  the 
matter  of  crossing  the  Atlantic. 

I  am,  however,  forwarding  your  letter  to  Major  Robert  Poore. 
in  the  hopes  that  one  of  our  family  may  be  able  to  be  present  on 
August  30. 

Personally  I  hope  that  some  day  my  duties  may  permit  me  to 
make  a  trip  to  Boston,  for  it  would  be  an  extreme  satisfaction  to 
me  to  personally  renew  the  ties  of  kinship. 

With  every  good  wish  for  the  success  of  the  gathering,  believe 

me, 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

Richard  Poore. 

To  John  M.  Poor, 

20  Park  Street, 

Haverhill,  Mass. 
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From  Major  Robert  Poore,  of  Old  Lodge,  Salisbury,  England. 

Old  Lodge,  Salisbury,  England,  July  29,  1899. 
Dear  Mr.  Poor  : — 

Your  kind  invitation  to  thePoor-Poore  Family  Association  7th 
triennial  meeting  was  received  by  me  on  July  11th.  I  delayed  ans- 
wering it  until  I  had  sent  your  invitation  to  several  members  of  the 
family.  They  all  regret  very  much  their  inability  to  attend  your 
most  interesting  gathering. 

We  have  prepared  a  banner  and  flag  of  the  Family  Arms  with 
a  list  on  vellum  of  the  names  of  the  family  in  England,  which  we 
propose  to  dispatch  as  soon  as  possible  to  the  chairman,  Mr.  John 
M.  Poor,  20  Park  Street,  Haverhill,  Mass.,  U.  S.  A.,  and  hope  the 
family  in  America  will  do  us  the  honor  to  accept  it  as  a  token  of 
our  friendly  feeling  and  good  wishes  and  the  interest  we  take  in 
the  well-being  and  prosperity  of  the  gathering. 

I  will  write  again,  when  the  Banner,  etc.,  is  dispatched,  which 
will  not  be  for  a  week  or  so,  and  will  give  you  full  indications  as  to 
the  agency  in  whose  charge  it  will  be  given. 

Will  you  kindly  inform  the  Chairman  of  this? 

Believe  me  to  be,  Very  truly  yours, 

K.  Poore. 

To  E.  P.  Poor,  Esq., 

Lawrence,  Mass. 


From  Mrs.  McFadden,  Cadiz,  Ohio. 

Cadiz,  Ohio,  Aug.  25,  1899. 

Mr.  John  M.  Poor: 

My  Dear  Friend — I  received  a  circular  from  you  yesterday 
announcing  the  triennial  gathering  of  the  "Poor-Poore"  family  on 
the  30th  of  this  month,  at  Andover,  Mass. 

This  is  our  first  intimation  that  there  would  be  a  "Keunion" 
this  year.  My  daughter  and  I  have  spoken  of  it  several  times,  won- 
dering if  it  had  been  relinquished  and  we  rejoice  that  you  will 
again  meet,  although  it  will  not  be  our  privilege  to  be  present  on 
this  occasion.  You  will  no  doubt  remember  that  my  daughter 
Lizzie's  illness  prevented  my  attendance  three  years  ago.  She  has 
been  an  invalid  ever  since,  and  although  much  improved  this  sum- 
mer, yet  is  unable  for  travel,  so  that  it  will  be  impossible  for  us  to 
be  at  Andover,  much  as  we  would  enjoy  it. 


AT  ANDOVER,  1899  LETTERS. 


43 


I  am  proud  of  my  "Poor"  ancestry  and  am  thankful  so  many 
of  their  descendants  are  honorable  and  upright  and  of  sterling 
worth. 

Separated  from  all,  save  my  kindred  for  so  many  years,  it 
gave  me  much  pleasure  to  meet  my  "New  England  cousins,"  at  the 
"reunions"  I  have  attended  at  Newburyport,  Peabody  and  Law- 
rence. The  cordial  welcome,  kind  attentions  and  interesting  exer- 
cises all  combined  to  increase  my  warmth  of  feeling  towards  my 
kinsmen,  however  remote,  in  whom  flows  the  blood  of  our  common 
ancestor.  And  I  trust  these  earthly  ties  may  be  perpetuated  by  the 
chain  of  immortality  in  the  life  beyond ! 

May  this  gathering  form  one  of  the  most  delightful  and  inter- 
esting you  have  held. 

Were  it  a  month  later,  I  might  have  a  representative  in  the 
person  of  my  son,  Henry  H.  McFadden,  editor  of  the  Steubensville. 
(0.)  Daily  Gazette.  He  expects  to  attend  the  "Prison  Congress," 
in  Hartford,  Conn.,  in  September,  and  afterwards  visit  some  of  the 
reformatory  institutions  in  Massachusetts  and  New  Hampshire 
with  members  of  the  "State  Board  of  Charities"  of  Ohio;  but  un- 
fortunately that  will  be  too  late  for  the  "Poor  Eeunion." 

A  great-niece  of  mine,  Miss  Mary  V.  House,  "Lady  Principal" 
of  the  Town  Institute,  Port  Deposit,  Md.,  visited  England  this 
summer.  I  gave  her  a  report  of  our  first  reunion,  containing  Major 
Ben  Perley  Poore's  fine  address,  and  carrying  this  she  visited  Sal- 
isbury Cathedral  and  was  also  admitted  to  the  private  palace  of  the 
bishop.  He  graciously  granted  her  an  interview  and  manifested 
much  kindly  courtesy  towards  her  as  a  collateral  descendant  of  the 
great  Bishop  Poor. 

There  have  been  a  few  changes  in  our  family  circle,  which  I 
will  mention.  On  the  28th  of  July,  1898,  my  grand-daughter, 
Frances  Isabella  Hanna,  was  married  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  to  Mr. 
Paul  Morris  Thompson,  son  of  the  late  Bishop  Thompson  of  the 
M.  E.  Church.  To  them  was  born  on  June  28,  1899,  a  little  daugh- 
ter, whom  they  have  named  Frances  Elizabeth,  my  first  great 
grandchild. 

Hoping  the  Seventh  Triennial  Meeting  will  prove  a  grand  suc- 
cess, and  with  kind  regards  for  my  far-away  kindred, 

Believe  me,  sincerely  yours, 
Frances  I.  Poor  McFadden. 
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From  Dr.  G.  V.  Poore,  London,  England. 

32  Wimpole  Street,  W.,  London,  England. 
To  John  M.  Poor,  Esquire, 

Haverhill,  Mass.: 
My  Dear  Sir  : — 

I  am  asking  my  publisher  to  forward  two  books  (prospectus 
enclosed)  which  may  possibly  interest  some  of  the  members  of  the 
Poor-Poore  family  gathering.  It  may  interest  you  to  know  that 
my  family  have  lived  at  Andover,  Hampshire,  since  the  settlement 
there  of  my  great-great-great-grandfather,  who  was  born  in  1679. 
the  son  of  Philip  Poore,  of  Durrington,  near  Amesbury  Wilts. 

I  am  truly  sorry  that  I  shall  not  be  able  to  attend  the  gather- 
ing and  must  therefore  content  myself  by  sending  a  hearty  greeting 
to  my  distant  cousins  in  America. 

I  hope  you  will  kindly  send  me  any  report  which  is  to  be  pub- 
lished. 

Very  truly  yours, 

G.  V.  Poore. 

July  13,  1899. 


From  Edward  E.  Poor,  President  of  National  Park  Bank,  New 
York  City. 

Politly,  near  Hackensack,  New  Jersey,  Aug.  17,  1899. 
Edward  P.  Poor,  Esq., 

Lawrence,  Mass. 
Dear  Sir:— ? 

Your  cordial  invitation  of  July  1st,  was  duly  received.  I  have 
expected  on  previous  occasions  to  have  the  pleasure  of  meeting  with 
you;  and  hoped  that  it  would  be  possible  this  year,  and  so  have 
delayed  writing  you. 

I  was  taken  seriously  ill  on  January  9th,  and  for  many  weeks 
was  confined  to  my  bed.  I  have  been,  and  still  am,  convalescing; 
but  my  doctors  forbid  my  resumption  of  work  or  any  undue  exer- 
tion or  excitement;  so  that  I  am  again  reluctantly  compelled  to 
postpone  my  meeting  with  you. 

The  grave  of  General  Enoch  Poor  in  the  old  burying  ground 
here,  is  well  cared  for ;  and  it  has  been  my  pleasure  of  late  years  to 
decorate  it  appropriately  every  May  30th;  as  it  will  be  during 
my  life.    1  have  lived  in  New  York  City,  but  have  my  old  home- 
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stead  here,  where  I  have  from  time  to  time  for  thirty-four  years 
spent  my  summers,  and  where  I  shall  probably  remain  until  called 
to  a  better  world.  Here,  five  of  my  seven  children  were  born,  and 
here,  two  of  them  have  settled  for  life. 

With  best  wishes  for  the  success  of  your  meeting,  and  greet- 
ings to  all  of  the  name,  I  am, 

Cordially  yours, 

Edward  E.  Poor. 


From  Eon.  Clarence  0.  Poor,  Mayor  of  Belfast,  Me. 

Belfast,  Me.,  Aug.  24,  1899. 

Mr.  Edward  P.  Poor. 

Dear  Sir: — Your  letter  of  July  31st  was  duly  received,  and 
I  thank  you  sincerely  for  the  kind  invitation  to  join  your  family 
reunion,  which  it  contained,  and  which  I  wish  very  much  to  accept, 
but  find  myself  unable  to  do  so,  on  account  of  an  unusual  press  of 
business  at  this  time.  I  send  you  by  mail  today  two  papers  giving 
an  account  of  our  welcome  to  the  Battleship  Texas  and  its  officers, 
also  an  article  on  the  proposed  new  bridge  across  our  harbor  upon 
which  our  city  council  are  now  deliberating. 

The  family  records  that  you  enclosed  were  read  with  great  in- 
terest, as  they  correspond  exactly  to  some  that  we  have  in  our  pos- 
session. They  seem  to  show  a  rather  close  relationship  between 
you  and  myself,  and  I  feel  that  it  is  one  of  which  I  at  least,  may 
be  proud.  It  is  a  disappointment  to  me  that  I  am  not  able,  at 
this  time,  to  make  your  personal  acquaintance,  but  hope  it  may  be 
possible  to  do  so  in  the  near  future. 

Again  thanking  you  for  your  cordial  invitation,  I  remain, 
my  dear  sir,  with  the  best  of  wishes  for  the  Poor  family  reunion, 

Yours  truly, 

Clarence  Osgood  Poor. 


A  poem  by  Mrs.  Washburn  was  here  offered,  and  was,  as  ex- 
pected, most  acceptably  received,  its  salient  points  being  most 
effectually  brought  out  by  the  reader,  Miss  Pike. 
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POOR-POORE  REUNION  ODE. 


BY  MRS.  SALLY  SPRAGUE  (POOR)  WASHBURN, 

OF  BOSTON. 

READ  BY  MISS  SADIE  POOR  PIKE,  WAMESIT,  MASS. 


Like  the  mist  from  the  mountains,  our  cares  melt  away, 
As  we  hail  with  delight,  this  festival  day, 

From,  hillside  and  valley,  from  city  and  town 
We  hasten,  let  Nature  smile  on  us  or  frown. 

From  Eoger  the  first  and  the  highest  of  all, 
We  trace  our  descent  nearly  back  to  the  Fall ! 

Do  you  ask  what  he  did? — look  at  "Salisbury"  fair, 
And  full  oft  he  was  bid  the  king's  sceptre  to  share. 

And  down  through  the  centuries  our  name  may  be  found 
In  hall  and  in  hamlet,  and  sometimes  renowned, 

For  as  merit  is  modest  the  higher  its  aim, 

So  worthy  endeavor's  enhanced  by  our  name. 

Yet  dearest  to  us  is  the  record  of  those 

Who  left  for  Columbia,  the  land  of  the  rose, 

And  later,  the  founders  and  builders  became 
Of  cities  and  townships,  not  unknown  to  fame. 

Fair  Newbury  claimed  one,  the  eldest  and  first 
Of  the  brothers,  of  those  whom  her  infancy  nurst, 

While  Andover  waited  the  advent  of  him 

Who,  with  others,  invaded  her  woodlands  dim. 

Many  homesteads  arose  and  the  church  and  the  school 
Fostered  and  moulded  their  lives  to  the  golden  rule ' 

For  while  Piety  called  them  to  sit  at  her  feet, 
Learning  also  chose  with  them  to  make  her  a  seat. 
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And  another  yet  of  the  sterotyped  "three" 

Joined  his  fortunes  with  those  at  Newbury-p, 

Like  his  namesake  of  old,  full  of  honor  he  died, 
His  children  are  many,  we  view  them  with  pride. 

But  their  sister,  not  quite  content  with  her  name 
Did  be-Little  it,  but  not  to  our  sorrow  or  shame, 

For  hither  and  yon  her  descendants  you'll  find 
Ahead  of  their  title  both  in  stature  and  mind. 

And  one  Thomas  there  was,  who  left  none  to  praise 
Whether  married  or  single  no  kind  record  says, 

Yet  as  one  of  fair  merit  if  not  of  renown, 
He  should  be  remembered  in  Andover  town. 

0  fathers  revered!    With  a  serious  grace 

We  acknowledge  your  worth  and  your  good  work  trace, 
And  remember,  nobility  dwells  with  the  good, 

For  without  it  as  naught  is  our  Norman  blood. 


The  ode  was  followed  by  a  solo. 

Vocal  Solo  by  Jeatiette  Wilson  Pike,  Wamesit,  Mass., 
entitled  "The  Golden  Pathway." 

The  president  at  this  time  extended  an  invitation  to  all  who 
so  desired  to  speak,  requesting  that  as  in  good  old-fashioned  Meth- 
odist prayer  meeting  we  rise  and  give  our  testimony,  without  being 
further  called  upon. 

The  following  persons  nobly  responded,  their  addresses  being 
all  right  and  up  to  the  standard.  The  comparison  by  the  Eev. 
Mr.  Poor  of  our  national  flag  and  the  banner  received  from  Eng- 
land, showing  their  similiarity,  was  indeed  a  word  painting. 


ADDRESSES. 


WILLIAM  LITTLE,  Mrs.  ELIZABETH  P.THOMPSON, 
EBEN  LITTLE,  Jr.,  Rev.  MORRIS  WEBSTER 
MORSE,  JOHN  MERRILL  POOR,  Jr., 
Rev.  WILLAM  G.  POOR- 


Address  of  William  Little,  of  Newbury,  Mass. 

The  president  of  the  day  expressed  the  desire  to  have  the  exer- 
cises of  the  afternoon  conducted  in  spirit  like  an  old-fashioned 
Methodist  love-feast.  Now  I  think  it  rather  unfortunate  that  I 
who  never  attended  such  a  meeting  should  be  the  first  called  to 
open  the  ball. 

I  have  brought  here  today  a  small  bronze  candle-stick  found 
about  fifty  years  ago  on  the  site  of  the  house  where  Alice  Poor 
spent  her  married  life.  Of  course  we  have  no  absolute  proof  that 
it  belonged  to  her,  but  there  is  only  the  faintest  shadow  of  a  doubt 
that  her  hand  held  it  many  times  and  that  it  bore  a  light  for  her 
household  through  many  a  long  winter  eve. 

A  large  pewter  platter,  with  her  and  her  husband's  initials 
upon  its  rim  and  a  long  old  trammel  from  her  household  furnish- 
ings, are  still  held  by  her  descendants.  She  died  before  old  age 
and,  as  Judge  Sewall  says,  after  long  and  severe  languishment  and 
pain  the  year  that  tradition  says  her  husband  built  a  large  and 
better  house  which  she  probably  looked  forward  to  with  anticipa- 
tion, but  was  never  to  occupy. 

To  me  there  has  always  been  something  of  tender  interest, 
something  pathetic  in  the  Poor  brothers  and  sister  coming  to  New- 
bury as  they  did,  and  I  think  from  it,  we  are  led  to  almost  believe 
that  they  were  left  orphans  at  an  early  age. 

John  came  when  just  stepping  upon  early  manhood..  Three 
years  later  Alice,  aged  20,  with  her  three  brothers  in  their  teens 
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left  Old  England  and  east  their  lots  in  the  New.  One  of  these  died 
without  issue.  The  descendants  of  the  other  fonr  probably  now 
number  30,000.  Speaking  in  general  terms,  what  rank  has  this 
great  number  occupied  in  the  communities  where  they  have  lived? 
Have  they,  in  the  250  years  of  existence  been  scattered  evenly 
through  every  rank  and  grade  of  society  from  petty  thieves  and 
tramps  to  governors  and  generals,  or  has  the  great  mass  of  them 
occupied  the  middle  ranks,  living  honest  lives,  earning  their  own 
bread  by  honest  work  by  hand  or  brain?  While  we  are  proud  of 
the  record,  character  and  genius  of  the  General  whose  life  we  have 
heard  so  finely  told  this  morning,  I  hold  that  this  is  an  exception 
that  justifies  the  rule,  we  are  prouder  still  that  our  several  branches 
occupy  that  walk  in  life  that  is  the  strength,  the  support  and  chief 
reliance  of  all  well  ordered  advancing  communities. 

J ohn  Poor  settled  in  my  own  town  where  his  descendants  have 
remained,  and  though  now  few  in  number,  its  whole  past  record 
has  been  along  the  line  indicated. 

If  Samuel  did  not  himself  settle  in  what  is  now  West  New- 
bury, that  seems  to  have  been  the  headquarters  of  his  "tribe,"  and 
although  among  its  number  is  counted  Ben  Perley  Poore,  the  bril- 
liant journalist,  the  ready  wit,  and  the  genial,  good  companion  of 
all  ranks,  from  Charles  Sumner  to  the  latest  importation  from  the 
Green  Isle,  from  my  own  knowledge  the  same  is  true  of  these. 

Of  Daniel  of  Andover  I  have  known  but  few  descendants, 
(while  speaking  it  entirely  escaped  my  mind  that  Daniel's  daugh- 
ter, Mary,  married  John  Noyes  of  Newbury,  who  was  my  own  an- 
cestress, and  her  descendants  I  have  known  by  the  hundreds)  hence 
it  is  natural  for  me  to  recall  one  Henry  Poor,  late  of  Peabody, 
Mass,  whose  fine  personal  appearance,  pleasing  address  and  high 
character,  combined  with  a  personal  obligation,  will  make  his 
memory  long  to  remain  with  me. 

Of  my  own  especial  branch,  that  of  the  one  sister,  no  one  will 
dispute  the  representation,  while  titled  ambassadors  and  other  offi- 
cials are  few,  the  name  is  equally  rare  on  penitentiary  and  state 
prison  rolls. 

If  the  view  of  the  family  that  I  have  tried  to  present  is  correct 
it  is  one  that  we  should  look  upon  with  gratification  and  pleasure ; 
and  it  is  well  to  meet  together  as  we  do  today  and  recall  old  tradi- 
tions, to  renew  in  memory  almost  or  quite  forgotten  connecting 
links,  to  cultivate  fraternal  feelings,  and,  perhaps  more  than  all 
else,  to  honor  those  who  sacrificing  their  own  pleasure  have  spent 
time  and  toiled  early  and  late,  while  we  reap  the  reward. 
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Address  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  P.  Thompson  of  Lowell,  Mass. 

I  am  a  Methodist,  and  I  am  glad  to  hear  from  so  large  a 
cousin,  a  Little. 


'Address  of  Eben  Little ,  Jr.,  of  Newbury  port,  Mass. 

Mr.  President  : — Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  Cousins,  as  my  cor- 
dial invitation  to  be  present  allows  me  to  call  you,  I  feel  honored  to 
be  here,  and  am  proud  to  be  a  descendant  of  George  Little,  of  Uni- 
corn street,  London,  and  Alice  Poor,  his  wife,  from  Wiltshire, 
England. 

George  Little  came  to  Newbury,  Mass.,  in  1640,  and  tradition 
says  he  was  employed  by  Mr.  John  Woodbridge  (afterwards  min- 
ister of  the  First  Church  in  Newbury),  in  laying  out  land  and 
building  fences.  In  1650  he  purchased  the  freehold  right  of  John 
Osgood,  Sr.,  who  removed  from  this  town  to  Andover,  Mass.  After 
this  he  purchased  much  land,  which  is  now  mostly  owned  by  his 
descendants.  He  was  a  man  of  limited  school  education  but  of 
great  physical  and  mental  power,  and  the  settlement  of  several 
estates  given  to  his  care,  shows  his  integrity  and  ability.  He  was 
also  honored  with  the  title  of  "Mr.,"  which  was  then  a  granted  title. 

He  married  in  1651,  Alice  Poor,  from  Wiltshire,  England, 
who  came  to  Newbury,  Mass.,  with  her  brothers  Samuel,  Daniel 
and  Thomas,  in  1638. 

She  was  a  worthy  helpmate,  and  Judge  Sewall's  diary  repre- 
sents her  to  be  a  worthy  woman,  and  that  "she  lived  in  sore  pain 
for  many  years  before  her  death."  She  died  December  1,  1680, 
aged  62.  Her  husband  died  in  1693-94.  The  house  built  in  1679, 
in  which  they  lived  the  remainder  of  their  lives  was  on  the  lower 
road  (now  Green  Street)  and  was  not  demolished  until  1851.  The 
present  residence  of  J oseph  Little  stands  on  the  spot.  Of  five  chil- 
dren, only  three  were  married;  Joseph,  Moses  and  Sarah.  The  two 
brothers  married  respectively  Mary  and  Lydia,  daughters  of 
Tristram  Coffin.  Sarah  married  Joseph  Ilsley,  all  of  Newbury. 
Early  descendants  of  George  Little  and  Alice  Poor  held  leading 
positions  in  the  different  walks  of  life. 

Among  them  were  Colonel  Moses  Little  of  Eevolutionary  fame, 
who  fought  at  Bunker  Hill,  and  was  officer  of  the  day  when  Wash- 
ington took  command  of  the  army  at  Cambridge,  Mass.  Eev. 
Daniel  Little,  who  for  fifty  years  was  minister  in  Wells,  Me.,  in 
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1772,  he  was  appointed  missionary  to  the  then  wilds  of  eastern 
Maine,  and  styled  the  "Apostle  of  the  East."  J osiah  Stover  Little, 
the  famed  lawyer,  business  man  and  legislator  of  Portland,  Me., 
and  Jacob  Little,  the  great  financier  and  capitalist  of  New  York 
City. 

The  Little  family  of  today  are  not  like  potato  balls  whose  best 
relations  are  under  ground,  but  are  well  represented  as  leaders  in 
the  various  avocations  of  life.  Modesty  and  limit  of  time  forbears 
mention  of  names.  The  descendants  of  George  Little  and  Alice 
Poor  now  number  more  than  7000,  represented  in  every  state 
in  the  Union,  even  the  world  over. 

Three  towns,  Littleton,  were  named  in  their  honor.  We  think 
if  this  grand  army  of  Poor-Little  or  Little-Poor  had  the  settlement 
of  the  Philippine  question,  it  would  be  done  quickly  and  honorably 
to  the  credit  of  our  ancestors,  George  Little  and  his  wife,  Alice 
Poor  and  her  brothers,  John,  Samuel,  Daniel  and  Thomas  Poor. 


Address  of  Morris  Webster  Morse  of  Crete,  Nebraska. 

Mr  Chairman  and  Cousins  : — I  came  not  to  talk,  but  to  see 
and  to  listen.  When  our  chairman  invited  me  at  the  dinner  table 
to  say  a  few  words  this  afternoon  it  seemed  to  me  that  I  had  noth- 
ing to  say, — nothing  of  any  account  beyond  what  every  other  felt 
and  might  say  and  I  whispered  to  a  neighbor  sitting  near  that 
talking,  when  I  had  nothing  to  say,  was  not  at  all  my  forte.  It  is 
a  rule  to  which  I  adhere  as  strictly  as  possible,  not  to  talk  unless  I 
have  something  to  say,  and  to  stop  talking  as  soon  as  this  some- 
thing is  said.  I  like  this  rule  well,  and  am  inclined  to  think  that 
those  who  regularly  occupy  the  pews,  as  you  do  now,  approve  it  also. 

On  such  an  occasion  as  this,  however,  when  one  is  brought  face 
to  face  with  so  many,  in  whose  veins  flows  the  blood  of  a  common 
ancestor,  and  one  is  made  to  feel  what  it  is  to  be  a  member  of  a 
large  and  honorable  family,  thoughts  and  words  cannot  be  far  to 
seek. 

For  the  past  seven  years  I  have  been  away  from  home  and 
friends,  without  the  sight  of  one  related  to  me  by  ties  of  kinship,  so 
that  this  meeting  seems  a  kind  of  compensation,  giving  me  to  see 
all  at  once  a  church  full  of  people  to  all  of  whom  I  can  claim 
relationship. 

Although  my  name  is  neither  Poor  nor  Poore,  nor  my  mother's 
before  me,  yet  my  great  grandmother's  name,  before  she  saw  fit  to 
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exchange  it  for  Wilson,  was  Anna  Poore  of  Atkinson,  a  daughter  in 
the  fifth  generation  from  John  Poore,  who  gives  his  name  to  the 
first  of  our  four  Poor-Poore  tribes. 

Last  Monday  I  had  the  great  pleasure  to  be  driven  by  another 
of  this  good  woman's  descendants  to  see  the  place  where  she  was 
born  and  reared  and  to  look  over  the  broad  acres  of  her  father's 
farm,  and  from  the  higher  points  in  the  neighborhood  magnificent 
views  could  be  had  of  the  surrounding  country  for  miles  around. 

It  makes  one's  blood  run  faster,  and  gives  one  a  new  sense  of 
one's  duty  and  responsibility  to  think  that  one  belongs  to  an 
ancient  family  bearing  an  honored  name. 

No  one  of  us  here  today  can  fail  to  feel  that  life  means  the 
more  to  us  as  parts  of  a  so  much  greater  whole.  A  life,  related  to 
so  many  who  will  rejoice  at  our  success  and  blush  at  our  shame, 
must  take  on  added  significance.  There  is  strength  enough  in 
blood  to  color  one's  whole  life. 

As  wandering  flitting  units  in  this  boundless  universe,  we  can- 
not reckon  ourselves  of  any  great  account,  but  as  members  of  a 
family  worthy  of  all  respect  and  honor  for  generations,  our  position 
is  wholly  changed.  We  are  glad  of  this  meeting  of  the  Poore  fam- 
ily today  here  in  Andover,  we  are  glad  of  all  we  have  seen  and 
heard.  We  do  well  to  keep  up  these  famly  ties  and  traditions. 
From  a  child  I  have  been  pleased  to  listen  to  the  stories  of  my  an- 
cestors, of  the  incidents  in  their  lives  that  indicated  their  character, 
and  I  am  thankful  that  some  of  these  branches  are  already  the 
happy  possessors  of  family  histories. 

I  am  a  lover  of  books,  and  have  increased  my  library  as  I  have 
been  able  to  do  so.  Yet  in  all  my  collection  few  are  the  books  more 
highly  valued  by  me  than  the  one  that  has  printed  on  its  cover 
"John  Poor  and  Ms  Descendants."  I  am  pleased  to  remind  my 
children  of  the  men  and  women  from  whom  they  have  sprung.  I 
shall  be  glad  to  tell  them  of  this  meeting,  and  shall  expect  that  they 
will  be  moved  and  inspired  to  live  better,  nobler  lives,  because  of 
those  who  have  gone  before  them,  and  because  of  those  who  are 
going  with  them,  derived  from  the  same  stock  as  they  themselves. 
These  are  my  feelings  and  I  am  sure  we  all  feel  alike  on  these  mat- 
*  ters.  Who  is  there  that  fully  appreciates  this  relationship  to  a  great 
and  good  family  who  can  lightly  go  and  bring  disgrace  upon  that 
family?  No,  life  will  mean  more  to  us  because  of  our  presence  at 
this  reunion,  and  we  will  gladly  do  what  we  can  to  continue  these 
meetings,  that  coming  generations  may  feel  the  same  thrill,  and 
share  in  the  inspiration  that  comes  to  us  this  day. 
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Address  of  John  Merrill  Poor,  Jr.,  of  Hanover,  N.  H. 

John  M.  Poor,  of  Dartmouth,  College,  Hanover,  N.  H.,  deliv- 
ered a  paper  in  which  he  gave  the  number  of  persons  by  the  name 
of  Poor-Poore,  who  had  received  degrees  from  the  colleges  of  the 
United  States,  while  incidentally  giving  the  ratio  of  Poors  who  had 
taken  degrees  to  those  of  other  names. 

Down  to  1890,  the  speaker  fonnd  that  less  than  a  score  of  onr 
family  name  had  graduated  from  seven  of  the  New  England  col- 
leges— Harvard,  Yale,  Brown,  Williams,  Amherst,  Bowdoin  and 
Dartmouth.  While  he  found  the  name  of  Merrill  approximately 
eight  times  as  often  in  the  same  college  rolls.  He  compared  the 
Poors  with  the  Merrills  because  the  name  had  been  so  much  con- 
nected throughout  their  histories. 


Rev.  William  George  Poor,  Keene,  N.  H. 

Mr.  President  and  Kinsfolk  : — Today  the  good  old  Granite 
State  is  celebrating  her  Old  Home  Week,  and  scores  of  thousands 
have  thronged  back  to  renew  their  youth  at  the  fount  of  unforgot- 
ten  love.  That  state,  since  the  days  of  General  Enoch  Poor,  has 
not  lacked  representatives  of  our  clan;  but  we  are  here  in  force 
today,  bringing  the  breath  of  our  hills  with  us  to  our  old  home, 
and  rejoicing  with  all  our  kinsmen  in  our  sturdy,  yeomen  ancestors. 

But  in  the  inspiring  exercises  of  the  morning,  in  the  fellow- 
ship of  the  noon  hour,  and  in  this  banner  which  has  held  our  gaze, 
we  have  seen  a  new  meaning  come  forth  from  our  past,  we  have 
grasped  a  new  bond  of  purpose  for  our  present,  and  we  enter  a 
new  era  of  family  life  and  service. 

It  is  significant  that  this  banner  from  our  English  cousins 
should  be  displayed  before  us  when  the  relations  are  so  tender  and 
so  strong  between  our  nation  and  the  mother  country.  To  most  of  us 
this  ensign  is  new,  but  these  colors  have  long  been  dear  and  famil- 
iar. Can  you  not  see,  my  kinsmen,  the  draperies  of  the  same  white 
and  red  and  blue  behind  and  about  this  standard,  yet  on  the  one 
side  bearing  the  glowing  cross  of  St.  George  on  the  flag  of  mighty 
England,  and  on  the  other  the  twining  stripes  of  red  and  white  be- 
neath the  shining  galaxy  of  stars  ? 

I  had  the  honor  to  sit  this  noon  beside  a  kinsman  who  passed 
four  months  in  Libby  prison,  and  the  connection  between  this  ban- 
ner and  the  stars  and  stripes  came  over  me.  I  could  feel  the  reason 
for  the  often  passionate,  patriotism  of  us  Poors.   We  have  felt  the 
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throb  of  cousinly  blood  as  we  heard,  just  now,  those  letters  from 
over  the  sea.  And  two  of  them  showed  us  Her  Majestry's  squadron 
on  the  placid  Mediterranean,  the  flag  of  Great  Britain  fluttering 
at  the  peak,  and  our  kinsmen  in  command.  Then  I  saw  the  mean- 
ing and  the  kinship  of  these  stars  of  red  on  the  bands  of  white. 
Here  is  the  ruddy  strength,  the  outpour,  if  need  be,  of  a  manly 
heart,  trained  in  a  pure  home,  with  woman's  love  to  hallow  and 
inspire. 

And  so,  the  mailed  hand  of  might  or  the  tender  hand  of  tute- 
lage, shall  alike  succeed,  for  out  of  the  heart  are  the  issues  of  life. 

Mr.  Chairman,  we  thank  Sir  Richard  for  this  standard,  but 
we  cannot  tell  him  what  a  thrill  of  cheer  and  purpose  he  has  given 
us.  But  we,  too,  have  the  Norman  blood;  we,  too,  know  the  rou- 
tine of  service,  the  joy  of  sacrifice,  the  steadfastness  of  duty;  and 
we  pledge  him  and  one  another  to  fidelity  and  honor  and  truth 
wherever  we  go.  And  in  this  opening  era  of  Saxon  good-will  and 
responsibility  for  the  world,  he  and  we  may  gain  a  closer  fellowship, 
but  we  have  this  assurance  in  one  another,  that  our  Norman  blood 
will  never  fail  to  lift  the  hand,  to  smite  the  wrong,  to  cheer  the 
faint,  to  testify  for  truth. 

One  thought  more,  dear  kinsmen,  the  most  important  utter- 
ance of  this  gathering  was  the  first :  Our  president  declared,  "We 
are  a  God-fearing  and  a  God-loving  people."  That,  too,  our  banner 
suggests.  The  belt  of  heaven's  blue  is  in  the  midst  of  our  es- 
cutcheon. But  our  motto  states  the  case  in  word  of  mouth.  And 
it  is  well.  A  chill  mist  of  fatalism  and  despair  has  settled  along 
the  lowlands  of  life.  Multitudes  are  without  God  and  without  hope 
in  the  world.  No  clear  nerve  of  faith  fires  the  muscles  of  toil;  no 
breath  from  the  throne  of  our  Father  inspires  the  heart  and  will  of 
millions  of  our  fellowmen.  It  is  an  age  of  unrest,  of  hopelessness. 
But  this  is  not  for  us.  Our  path  is  open,  and  we  hear  the  command 
"Forward." 

And  with  simple  faith,  true  hearts,  strong  and  willing  hands, 
we  obey ;  poor  in  many  things,  but  never  poor  in  hope. 


The  Closing  Hymn,  which  was  sung  by  the  Audience  showed 
its  author  possessed  of  the  gift  of  poetry  as  well  as  that  of  oratory. 
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CLOSING  HYMN- 


WORDS  BY  ALBERT  POOR, 

OF  ANDOVER,  MASS. 
(Tune,  Sarum.— "For  all  the  Saints  who  from  their  labors  rest.") 


With  purpose  firm  and  courage  never  daunted, 
Our  sires  of  old  crossed  o'er  the  cheerless  sea ; 

The  church,  the  school,  the  rude  home  here  they  planted,, 
Shrines  dedicate  to  worship  free. 

But  nature  loves  elate  and  firm  devotion, 
The  steadfast,  just,  the  resolute  and  true; 

And  when  they  braved  th?  unsympathetic  ocean, 
Our  sires  were  wiser  than  they  knew. 

The  scattered  homes  have  grown  into  a  nation, 

Chivalric,  strong,  and  joying  to  be  free; 
Isles  beyond  sea  shall  seek  its  domination, 

Its  fond  aim,  peace  and  liberty. 

Then  to  the  fathers  give  the  high  praise  ever, 
That  in  their  day  they  faltered  not  nor  failed ; 

Be  it  our  pride,  our  manifest  endeavor, 
Thus  by  our  children  to  be  hailed. 

When,  kinsmen,  now  the  longer  shadows  falling, 
Come  with  sure  portent  of  the  day's  decline, 

Duty's  clear  voice  to  other  duties  calling 
Bids  surcease  of  these  joys  benign. 

As  hand  to  hand  was  clasped  in  friendly  greeting, 
Let  genial  love  inspire  the  last  farewell; 

And  may  the  sires,  in  memory  with  us  meeting, 
Make  us  one  family  to  dwell. 


BENEDICTION 

By  the  Eev.  WILLIAM  G.  POOK,  Keene,  K  H. 
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CONCLUSION. 


We  have  endeavored  to  give  a  clear  and  complete  report  of  the 
Andover  gathering,  placing  it  before  onr  readers  in  such  shape  that 
we  hope  they  will  find  the  hour  given  to  its  perusal  an  enjoyable 
one,  and  as  we  shall  read  these  family  annals  and  contemplate  the 
lives  of  the  men  and  women  who  have  come  down  to  ns  in  ancestral 
line,  may  we  not,  without  vanity,  feel  that  ours  is  a  worthy  family  ? 

As  all  who  attended  this  reunion  cannot  but  feel  that  it  marks 
an  important  epoch  in  the  life  of  the  Association,  we  believe  it  to 
be  at  this  time  proper  to  give  on  the  following  pages  some  facts 
and  matters  of  interest  regarding  the  family  and  its  members. 
Although  these  facts  are  not  in  all  instances  directly  connected 
with  the  proceedings  of  the  gathering,  they  will,  we  trust,  prove 
acceptable  and  add  to  that  renewed  interest  in  the  Association 
which  is  largely  the  outcome  of  the  gathering  at  Andover.  Is  not 
this  is  a  propitious  time  for  the  legal  incorporation  of  our  Associa- 
tion, into  whose  membership  let  all  interested  and  devoted  to  the 
family  welfare  enlist,  so  that  with  a  devotion  of  purpose  and  fra- 
ternity of  spirit,  the  new  Association  may  attain  to  still  higher 
aims  ?  Though  not  attempting  an  enumeration  of  what  appears  in 
this  supplementary  part  there  is  to  be  found  a  list  of  those  present 
at  Andover,  together  with  their  residence  and  the  tribe  to  which 
they  belong.  Among  these  closing  pages  are  given  the  names  of 
some  of  our  kin,  who  having  passed  from  our  earthly  sight,  their 
labors  o'er,  are,  as  we  hope  and  believe,  numbered  with  the  blest. 
Their's  the  glory  forever. 

And,  in  conclusion,  with  the  hope  that  all  that  were  at  Ando- 
ver may  be  spared  to  meet  at  the  next  gathering,  we  extend  a  cor- 
dial and  fraternal  invitation  to  all  of  whatever  name,  who  by  blood 
or  marriage  claim  family  relationship,  to  join  the  Poor-Poore 
Family  Association,  and  to  share  with  us  its  social  benefits  and  to 
be  present  at  our  future  reunions. 


SUPPLEMENT 

TO  THE  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  ANDOVER 
GATHERING,  AUG.  30,  1899. 


Names  of  Those  in  Attendance  with  Their  Residence 
and  Tribal  Branch. 


Ames,  Benjamin  C,  Lawrence,  Mass.  Daniel. 

Ames,  Henry  Lyman,  Carlisle,  Mass.  Daniel. 

Ames,  Moses  Howard,  Lawrence,  Mass.  Daniel. 

Bailey,  Emily  Amanda,  West  Newbury,  Mass.  Samuel. 

Bailey,  Hannah  Amanda,  West  Newbury,  Mass.  Samuel. 

Bates,  Walter  Clark,  Boston,  Mass.  Daniel. 

Beckett,  Edward  Campbell,  Boston  Mass.  Daniel. 

Bodwell,  Charles  Brooks,  Manchester,  N.  H.  Daniel. 

Bodwell,  Leslie  Bradley  Manchester,  N".  H.  Daniel. 

Boynton,  Alice  Bartlett  Gale,  WestNewbury,Mass.  Daniel. 

Boynton,  Anna  Bartlett  Gale,  West  Newbury,  Mass.  Daniel. 

Bradt,  Cecilia  G.,  Cambridge,  Mass.  John. 

Bradt,  Cecilia  K.,  Cambridge,  Mass.  John. 

Carouth,  Helen  E.,  Andover,  Mass.  Daniel. 

Chase,  JohnCarroll,  Derry,  N.  H.  John. 

Chase,  Omar  P.,  Andover,  Mass.  Unknown. 

Clark,  Belinda  M.,  Somerville,  Mass.  John 

Clarke,  Frances  Sturtevant,  Brookline,  Mass.  Daniel. 

Clarke,  Martha  G.,  Arlington,  Mass.  Daniel. 

Clement,  Mary  Jane,  Manchester,  N.  H.  John. 

Colby,  Lucy  Poor,  Manchester,  N.  H.  John. 

Colby,  Moses  1ST.,  Manchester,  N.  H.  John. 

Colby,  Sarah  F.,  Lawrence,  Mass.  Daniel. 

Cole,  Annie  G.  Poor,  Peabody,  Mass.  Daniel. 

Cole,  Gertrude  Poor,  Peabody,  Mass.  Daniel. 

Cole,  Jefferson  K.,  Peabody,  Mass.  Daniel. 

Coolidge,  James  Everett,  Boston,  Mass.  Samuel. 

Cunningham,  Caroline  Noyes,  Boston,  Mass.  John. 


58 


THE  POOR-POORE  FAMILY  GATHERING 


Cunningham,  Grace  Fenno,  Boston,  Mass.  John. 

Cutler,  Sarah  Almira,  Lawrence,  Mass.  Daniel. 

Davis,  Abbie  EuthenaWorthley,Andover,  Mass.  Daniel. 

Dunlap,  John  Alom,  Manchester,  N.  H.  John. 

Dunlap,  Mattie  Ellis  Bacon,  Manchester,  N.  H.  John. 

Emerson,  Albert  Haverhill,  Mass.  John. 

Emerson,  Elluis  A.,  Haverhill,  Mass.  John. 

Emerson,  Lizzie  G.,  Haverhill,  Mass.  John. 

Farnum,  Fred  Poor,  Lawrence,  Mass.  Daniel. 

Farnum,  Martha  Poor,  Lawrence,  Mass.  Daniel. 

Fessenden,  Mary  A.,  Andover,  Mass.  Daniel. 

Folsom,  Mary  Fredrika,  Andover,  Mass.  Daniel. 

Gile,  Alice  Florence,  Haverhill,  Mass.  Samuel. 
Glines,  Harriet  Frances,         Haverhill,  Mass.  John. 

Glines,  Olive  Hill,  Haverhill,  Mass.  John. 

Goss,  Ida  Belle,  Fremont,  N.  H.  Samuel. 

Goodwin,  Maud  Lillian,  South  Berwick,  Me.  Daniel. 

Hall,  Dora  F.,  Lawrence,  Mass.  Daniel. 

Hall,  Mary  Poore,  Methuen,  Mass.  Daniel. 

Hamilton,  Elizabeth  E.  Scollay,  Lawrence,  Mass.  John. 

Hill,  Amanda  Malvinia  Poor,  West  Concord,  Yt.  William. 

Hosmer,  Alice  Potter,  Manchester,  1ST.  H.  Daniel. 

Hedge,  Frederick  Henry,  Lawrence,  Mass.  Alice. 

Hopkins,  Jane  P.,  Grasmere,  N.  H.  John. 

Hopkins,  William  Davis,  Grasemere,  N.  H.  John. 

Johnson,  Edith,  Somerville,  Mass.  Daniel. 

Kendall,  Mrs.  Benj.  C,  Manchester,  1ST.  H.  John. 

Kent,  Elizabeth  Ingalls,  Chester,  N".  H.  John. 

Kimball,  Carrie  E.  Clarke,  Arlington,  Mass.  Daniel. 

Kimball,  Elizabeth  Cook,  Peabody,  Mass.  Daniel. 

Kimball,  E.  H.  Frances  Poor,  Haverhill  Mass.  Samuel. 

Lane,  Bertha  Poore,  Manchester,  N.  H.  John. 

Lamson,  Alice  Poor,  Lawrence,  Mass  Daniel. 

Little,  Alice  Marion,  Haverhill,  Mass.  Alice. 

Little,  Eben,  Jr.,  Newburyport  Mass.  Alice. 

Little,  Mrs.  Edward  H.,  Newbury,  Mass.  Alice. 

Little,  William  Calef,  Haverhill,  Mass.  Alice. 

Little,  William,  Newbury,  Mass.  Alice. 

Litle,  Ellen  M.,  Newbury,  Mass.  Alice. 

Maddox,  Henrietta  S.,  South  Berwick,  Me.  Daniel. 

Merrill,  Charles  Edwin,  Methuen,  Mass.  John. 

Merrill,  Ida  Florence,  Methuen,  Mass.  John. 
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Milton,  Grace  Gerrish, 

Haverhill,  Mass. 

John. 

Morse,  Caroline  Elizabeth  W.,  Chester,  N.  H. 

John. 

Morse,  Morris  Webster, 

Crete,  Nebraska. 

John. 

Page,  Linnie  May  Poore, 

Boston,  Mass. 

John. 

xiKe,  oamuei  xoor, 

Wamesit,  Mass. 

John. 

Pike,  J anette  Wilson  Mrs., 

Wamesit,  Mass. 

John. 

Pike,  Sadie  J ane  Poor, 

Wamesit,  Mass. 

John. 

x  iKe,  0  ane  tie  w  nson, 

w  amesii,  iviass. 

John. 

xinKnam,  xjiizaDetn  xoore, 

Newton,  Mass. 

.Daniel. 

L)  attat*      1—1  a  *r>*r»i  r\~r    \\Tt  1  \7"t  n  n 

x  0 iter,  xLarnei  w  liKins, 

PnrtcTYimifli    "XT  TT 

x  orismoutn,  in  .  xi. 

Daniel. 

Poole,  George  S., 

Somerville,  Mass. 

Daniel. 

Poole,  Sarah  Poor  Osborne, 

Somerville,  Mass. 

Daniel. 

xoor,  iiDuott  Alien, 

Lawrence,  Mass. 

Daniel . 

Poor,  Abbott  Lawrence, 

Waltham,  Mass. 

JJaniel. 

XUU1,  xAJLUgIL, 

Ann  nxroy  MTcioa 
xA.JJ.LLU  V  cX  ,  IVXabb. 

JJaniel. 

Poor,  Mrs.  Albion  Luther, 

Haverhill,  Mass. 

John. 

xoore,  xiiecid  ivieiviii, 

X>ObLO±l,  lv±cLSS. 

J  ohn. 

xoore,  xiiirtJu., 

»oaieill,  IVlabS. 

John. 

Poor,  Agnes  Blake, 

Brookline,  Mass. 

Daniel. 

Poore,  Anna  Clark, 

Methuen,  Mass. 

Samuel. 

XOOr,  J\.  xlU.gU.bLa, 

TT  q  -m  Tk+rvn  "\T  TT 
XlallipLOIl,lN  .  XL. 

Samuel. 

Poor,  Asa, 

1  nenorQ,  v  t. 

John. 

x  oor,  x>en  x  ranK, 

xtaymona.,  in  .  xi. 

Samuel. 

Poor,  Benning  Noyes, 

P-no-nWi'-n      "NT  TT 

x  ranKim,  jm  .  xi. 

John. 

xoor,  x>ertna  xean, 

1\  ew  x  OTK,  IN  .   x . 

John. 

Poor,  Caroline  Martha, 

Boston,  Mass. 

John. 

Poore,  Charles, 

xtaymona,  in  .  ±1. 

Samuel. 

Poore,  Charles  Herbert, 

Haverhill,  Mass. 

JJaniel. 

Poor  ,  Charles  Henry, 

North  Andover,  Mass. 

Daniel. 

Poor,  Charles  Marshall, 

Providence,  K  .  I. 

John. 

Poore,  Charles  Prescott, 

Georgetown,  Mass. 

John. 

Poore,  Clara  Belle, 

Boston,  Mass. 

John. 

Poor,  Daniel  Herbert, 

Andover,  Mass. 

Daniel. 

Poore,  Daniel  J eff erson, 

Merrimac,  Mass. 

Daniel. 

Poore,  Dean  Stanwood, 

West  Newbury,  Mass. 

Samuel. 

Poore,  Eben  Lincoln, 

Northwood,  N.  H. 

Samuel. 

Poore,  Edgar  Wallace, 

Manchester,  N.  H. 

John. 

Poor,  Edward  Payson, 

Lawrence,  Mass. 

Daniel. 

Poor,  Edward  Payson  Mrs., 

Lawrence,  Mass. 

Daniel. 

Poore,  Eleanor  P., 

Lynn,  Mass. 

Daniel. 

Poor,  Elizabeth  Frost, 

North  Andover,  Mass. 

Daniel. 

Poor,  Elizabeth  Mrs., 

Lowell,  Mass. 

William. 
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Poor,  Ella  Monroe, 
Poor,  Emma  Caroline, 
-Poor,  Eugene  E., 
Poore,  Fannie  Endosa, 
Poore,  Fannie  Woodbury, 
Poor,  Frank  P., 
Poore,  Frank  Willard, 
Poore,  Fred  Harvey, 
Poor,  Georgietta, 
Poore,  George  William, 
Poore,  Henry  Albert, 
Poor,  Helen  Wallace, 
Poor,  Hattie  Taylor, 
Poor,  Irod, 
Poor,  Ida  F., 
Poor,  Ida  Frances, 
Poor,  James  C, 
Poor,  Jessie  Tnttle, 
Poor,  John  M.  Jr., 
Poor,  John  McCnrdy, 
Poor,  John  Merrill, 
Poor,  John  Eobinson, 
Poor,  Joseph  A., 
Poor,,  Mrs.  Joseph  A., 
Poor,  Joseph  Louis, 
Poor,  Mrs.  J.  M., 
Poore,  Julia  Florence, 
Poore,  Julia  H.  Kimball, 
Poor,  Kate  Anderson, 
Poor,  Kate  Marston, 
Poor,  Lewis  Frank, 
Poor,  Lillian  Brickett, 
Poor,  Lina  Selden, 
Poor,  Lizzie  J., 
Poore,  Lottie  Belle, 
Poor,  Mary  Alice  Merrill, 
Poore,  Lavelle, 
Poore,  Mrs.  Mary  Clough, 
Poor,  Mary  Elizabeth, 
Poore,  Mary  Louise, 
Poore,  Mary  Olive, 
Poor,  Mary  McCurdy, 


Ppahodv  Mass 

X            KJ\J      -/  y  J-TJL<XOk3» 

Damp! 

JJvOLUlL^     _LtJ_  <Z  D  io  • 

John. 

Tjpwtptipp  ^VTflss 

.  1  J  (X  VV  X  V^XXV_/ J_  (JL O  kJ  • 

Dam'pl 

-L-S  CX  J_L  X      J.  ♦ 

T?avTnn"nrl    "N  TT 

JLVjCXj  ILLUIIU.^     Xl  •     XX  • 

Samnpl 

KJ  CXlll  U.C1 . 

^ ITl  PTP      *N"  TT 

John. 

Hooksett  N"  H 

John. 

Haverhill,  Mass. 

John. 

Manrhps+pr    "N"  H 

-LYXCillCllCD  LCI ,     JLl  •  XX* 

John. 

IVTal  rlpn  Mass 

-1VXCIHXC11,  JIugo. 

Dam'pl 

X-/  Ct  X  X  X  V-/  X  • 

Lowell,  Mass. 

Daniel. 

Haverhill,  Mass. 

John. 

Derrv  "N"  H 

John. 

TTpp-np    "N"  TT 

.1  .VCvJllVJ  ^     _Ll  XX. 

Dam'pl 

J—/  CL.l 

A  in  oslrpa  cr    "N~  TT 

XxllJ.VJOJA.CClg,     -Ll  .  XX. 

S^mnpl 

KJ  CLXXX  LLCX. 

T^psf  l^pwhnrv  IVTass 

VV  CD  u    i.1  CW  U  LL1  V  ,  -LYXdioQ. 

TTinpl 

FJ  CLXXX  L  LV.  X  . 

West  Newbury,  Mass. 

Samuel. 

T^orth   Anfinvpr  Mass 

ll  \J  X  LxX      x  V  1  1  V  i  V  /  V  v--X  y      XT_1_  CX  kJ  kJ  • 

Dam'pl 

JL-/  CL  X-L  ILyl. 

TT^vprliill  lYT^c^ 

xxa  v  ci  xxxxx^  ivxaDOi 

Dam'pl 

1  /  (.1  lllv,  X  ■ 

TT^Tiovpr   1ST  TT 

XXCLXXW  V  V-/ X  ^      XI  •      J  L> 

S>a  mi  ip1 

K-J  CX  XXX  IX  i^.  x  • 

TT^vprTnll  1M~psss 

JLJ_CX  V  CI  XXXXX^  XVXCiDD- 

John. 

WTpcit  ISTpwlmrv  IVTass 

i  V  CO  v    ii  c  vv  kj  U.X  y  y  xtx<x.dd« 

Samnpl 

K  J  (X  XXX  LX  V_,  X  . 

TiinwrPTipp  TVTflss 

.1  J  Cli  VV  X  CXX^C^     _LVX  CX. io o  • 

Dampl 

X-/CX111C1. 

Manphp^fp"r   "N"  TT 

XVXCLXXl^XXv/io  ICl  y     x.y  •  XX. 

John. 

Maurhpstpr   "NT  H 

XTJLCi  1  AV^XXV^kJ  Uvl  y      Xl  •       .1  1.  > 

John. 

ManphpsfpT    IV  TT 

llldliCilCo  LCI  .     ll  •  XX. 

John. 

HavprTiill  Mass 

J_X_  GL  V  V^X  XXJLXX^      XTX.  UUO« 

John. 

Haverhill,  Mass. 

John. 

TTavprhill  IVTass 

JJLCi  V  \s±  1  1  1  1  1  ^         T _1_  (lOO  ■ 

Dam'pl 

1  /  CX  XX  1  V_  1.  • 

W^ltVi  a  m  IVTass 

vv  <xi Liiciiii,  -Lvxcioo. 

Dampl 

XJ  dlllCl. 

Anrlnvpr  IVTass 

X 111 LXW  V  CI  ,  XtXclioo. 

D  a  ti  i  pi 

X_/  CtlllCl. 

East  SoiTiPTvillp  IVTass 

TTn  ]\T\  own 

U  XI  iVJLX \J  W  11. 

Derrv    r?  H 

John. 

Maldpn  IVTass 

Dampl 

»  w  IX  XX 1  V ,  1  . 

TjD  WT*P71PP  lYT-nss 

Dampl 

JLJ  CllllCl. 

TTpi  vprh ,  1 1    TYTfl  sa 

JL  JL  CX  V  -    I  IXXXX^  llXClOOt 

John. 

West  Ncwbur}r,  Mass. 

Samuel. 

Heading,  Mass. 

Samuel. 

Manchester,  HT.  H. 

John. 

Brockton,  Mass. 

Daniel. 

Haverhill,  Mass. 

John. 

West  Newbury,  Mass. 

Samuel. 

Haverhill,  Mass. 

John. 
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Poore,  Mildred  Belief,  Haverhill,  Mass.  John. 

Poor,  Melinda  Kimball,  Baymond,  N".  H.  Samuel. 

Poor,  Oren  Bradley,  Fremont,  N".  H.  Samuel. 

Poor,  Bebecca  J.  Spofford,  North  Andover,  Mass.  Daniel. 

Poore,  Khoda  Sargent,  Merrimac,  Mass.  Daniel. 

Poor,  Eosanna  Miss,               Somerville,  Mass.  Unknown. 

Poore,  Samuel,  Methuen,  Mass.  John. 

Poor,  Samuel,  Hampton,  N".  H.  Samuel. 

Poor,  Sarah,  Peabody,  Mass.  Daniel. 

Poor,  Sarah  Helen,  Andover,  Mass.  Daniel. 

Poor,  Sarah  Jane,  Andover,  Mass.  Daniel. 

Poore,  Sidney,                      Methuen,  Mass.  Samuel. 

Poore,  Sullivan  Knox  Boston,  Mass.  John. 

Poor,  Susie  Augusta,  Hooksett,  rT.  H.  John. 

Poore,  Susan  Eebekah,  Beading,  Mass.  Samuel. 

Poore,  Victoria  Greer,  Manchester,  rT.  H.  John. 

Poore,  Walter  Forest,  Haverhill,  Mass.  John. 

Poor,  Eev.  William  George,     Keene,  N.  H.  Daniel. 

Poore,  William  Henry,  West  Newbury,  Mass.  Samuel. 

Poor,  William  W.,  Derry,  N.  H.  John. 

Eichardson,  Mrs.  Julia,  Andover,  Mass.  Daniel. 

Sears,  John  Cushing,  Andover,  Mass.  Daniel. 

Sears,  Susan  Maria  Johnson,  Andover,  Mass.  Daniel. 

Stinson,  Sarah  Elizabeth  Poore,  Manchester,  rT.  H.  John. 

Snell,  Olive  Augusta,             Holbrook,  Mass.  John. 

Snell,  Eugene,  Holbrook,  Mass.  John. 

Stevens,  Mary  Kittredge,  Springfield,  Mass.  Daniel. 

Smith,  Elizabeth  Poore,  Lawrence,  Mass.  Daniel. 

Scollay,  Elizabeth  Emeline,  Methuen,  Mass.  John. 

Stanwood,  Eben  Poore,  West  Newbury,  Mass.  Samuel. 

Scott,  Julia  Augusta,  Beading,  Mass.  Samuel. 

Stinson,  Charles  Cochran,  Manchester,  N.  H.  John. 

Thompson,  Elizabeth  Poor,  Lowell,  Mass.  William. 

Wade,  Hannah  Elizabeth,  Lynn,  Mass.  Samuel. 

Washburne,  Mrs.  Sally  S.  Poor,  Boston,  Mass.  Daniel. 

Wason,  Annie  Grant,  Haverhill,  Mass.  John. 

Wason,  George  Merrill,  Haverhill,  Mass.  John. 

Worthley,  Daniel  Edwards,  Lowell,  Mass.  Daniel. 

Worthley,  Lewis  Turner,  Lowell,  Mass.  Daniel. 

Worthley,  Phoebe  Maria,  Andover,  Mass.  Daniel. 

Young,  Annie  Elizabeth,  Greenville,  Me.  Daniel. 

Bev.  Samuel  C.  Beane,  Newburyport,  Mass.,  guest. 
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The  number  in  attendance  at  the  Andover  gathering  was  195. 
Of  the  descendants  of  John  Poor  there  were  75 ;  of  Samuel,  30 ;  of 
-  Daniel,  77 ;  of  Alice,  7 ;  and  of  one  William  Poor,  who  came  to  this 
country  and  settled  in  Haverhill  in  1775,  3 ;  tribe  unknown,  3. 

We  were  gathered  from  47  cities  and  towns,  representing  7 
states,  Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire,  Maine,  Vermont,  Ehode 
Island,  New  York  and  Nebraska.  There  were  142  from  different 
places  in  Massachusetts,  as  follows :  Haverhill,  26 ;  Lawrence,  17 ; 
Andover,  14 ;  Boston,  12 ;  West  Newbury,  12 ;  Lowell,  9 ;  Methuen. 
7;  Somerville,  6;  Peabody,  6;  North  Andover,  4;  Newbury,  3; 
Beading,  3;  Cambridge,  2;  Lynn,  2;  Waltham,  2;  Maiden,  2; 
Brookline,  2 ;  Arlington,  2 ;  Merrimac,  2 ;  Holbrook,  2 ;  Springfield. 
1;  Brockton,  1;  Newton,  1;  Newburyport,  1;  Salem,  1;  George- 
town, 1;  Carlisle,  1. 

New  Hampshire  coming  next,  with  45  from  fourteen  of  her 
cities  and  towns,  as  given  in  the  following  list:  Manchester,  19; 
Derry,  4;  Eaymond,  4;  Grassmere,  3;  Tremont,  2;  Chester,  2; 
Hampton,  2 ;  Hooksett,  2 ;  Keene,  2 ;  Portsmouth,  1 ;  Franklin,  1 ; 
Northwood,  1;  Hanover,  1;  Amoskeag,  1; 

There  were  3  from  Maine,  as  follows:  South  Berwick,  2; 
Greenville,  1. 

Vermont  with  2;  Thetford  and  West  Concord,  one  each. 

Each  of  the  remaining  three  states  had  one  representative, 
coming  from  Providence,  Ehode  Island;  New  York,  New  York; 
and  Crete,  Nebraska. 

It  is  the  sincere  hope  that  the  names  of  none  of  those  present 
have  been  omitted  from  the  list  of  attendance.  If  so,  however,  we 
feel  almost  certain  that  it  was  through  an  oversight  in  filling  out  a 
card  of  attendance.  There  is  a  copy  of  the  card  given  below.  It 
was  from  these  cards  that  the  names  of  those  present  were  obtained 
and  the  list  compiled. 

ATTENDANCE  REGISTER. 

POOR-POORE  ASSOCIATION, 

August  30,  1899. 

Residence  

Write  Name  in  Full. 

Name  

City  or  Town  and  State. 

Tribe   £ 

John,  Samuel,  Daniel  or  Alice. 

Please  fill  in  this  Eegister  and  have  it  ready 
when  called  for  this  afternoon. 


REV    DANIEL  W.  POOR.  D.  D  ,  PHILADELPHIA  PENIM. 

BORN  AUG    21,   1818  DIED  OCT     11,  1897. 


1Tn  /Iftemoriam. 


DANIEL  WARREN  POOR. 

Since  our  last  gathering  there  has  passed  from  earth  to  his 
heavenly  reward,  one  beloved  by  all,  a  patriarch  of  the  family,  and 
a  leader  among  men,  Rev.  Daniel  W.  Poor,  D.  D.,  who  died  October 
11,  1897. 

Daniel  Warren  Poor,  who  was  of  the  branch  of  Daniel,  was 
born  August  21,  1818,  in  Tillipally,  on  the  island  of  Ceylon,  where 
his  father,  a  native  of  Danvers,  Mass.,  now  Peabody,  was  settled  as 
a  missionary,  being  one  of  the  first  to  enter  the  foreign  missionary 
service  from  America.  Coming  to  this  country  as  a  youth  of  twelve 
years,  Daniel  prepared  for  college  at  Hopkins  Institution,  Hadley, 
Mass.  Entering  Amherst  College  in  1833,  and  finishing  his  stud- 
ies there,  he  went  in  1837  to  Andover  Theological  Seminary  to  pre- 
pare himself  for  the  calling  of  the  ministry. 

In  1843  he  entered  upon  his  life  work  becoming  pastor  of  a 
Trinatarian  church  at  Fairhaven,  Mass.,  here  beginning  that  career 
which  has  made  him  truly  eminent.  At  the  close  of  his  pastorate 
at  Fairhaven,  he  went  to  Newark,  N.  J.,  in  1849,  where  he  organ- 
ized the  High  Street  Presbyterian  Church,  over  which  he  was  set- 
tled as  pastor. 

In  1869  he  was  called  to  the  pulpit  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  at  Oakland,  California,  where  he  remained  until  1872. 
During  all  these  years  of  earnest  effort  in  the  ministry,  he  was  also 
active  in  the  cause  of  education  and  its  advancement.  While  at 
Newark,  he  aided  very  materially  in  the  building  up  of  German 
churches  in  connection  with  the  Presbytery  and  especially  in  the 
establishment  of  the  German  Theological  Seminary,  now  at  Bloom- 
field,  N.  J.,  and  in  1872,  he  became  Professor  of  Ecclesiastical 
History  and  Church  Government  in  the  San  Francisco  Theological 
Seminary,  which  position  of  learning  he  filled  until  1876,  at  which 
time  he  was  chosen  as  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Board  of 
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Education  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Eemaining  in  this  position 
until  forced  by  ill  health  to  retire  from  its  active  duties,  though  still 
retaining  an  interest  in  its  work.  Having  covered  a  period  of 
nearly  sixty  years  in  the  service  of  the  church  and  school,  his 
was  a  life  given  to  the  spiritual  and  intellectual  uplifting  of  men. 

Mr.  Poor  took  great  pride  and  interest  in  the  family  and  its 
association.  At  the  first  gathering  held  in  Newburyport  in  1881. 
he  officiated  as  chaplain  and  delivered  an  address.  In  1884  and 
1887,  not  being  present  he  wrote  to  those  of  us  that  were  assembled 
at  Andover  and  Haverhill,  and  again  at  the  reunion  held  in  Pea- 
body  in  1893  he  delivered  the  address  of  welcome. 

We  would  advise  all  to  turn  in  perusal  of  these  addresses  and 
letters  of  his,  that  from  his  own  utterances  a  better  and  truer  idea 
of  the  man  and  his  powers  may  be  obtained  than  would  be  possible 
for  us  to  present. 

Intellectually  and  spiritually  strong,  he  was  kind  of  heart  and 
devout  of  spirit,  beloved  as  a  pastor,  gifted  as  a  pulpit  orator,  suc- 
cessful as  an  educator. 

True  man!  True  Christian!  We  rejoice  in  such  a  life  and 
are  proud  that  we  are  of  the  same  family  blood,  yet  it  is  in  no  clan- 
nish spirit  that  we  in  common  with  all  who  knew  and  loved  him. 
pay  our  tribute  to  his  nobility. 

In  him  we  have  lost  a  friend  and  adviser,  his  family  to  whom 
we  extend  fraternal  sympathy,  a  loving  husband  and  father. 


BENJAMIN  POOR. 

Benjamin  Poor,  of  Raymond,  N.  H.,  died  March  30,  1893. 
aged  97  years  6  months  and  six  days.  He  was  of  the  tribe  of 
Samuel,  a  veteran  of  the  war  of  1812,  a  man  of  sterling  character 
and  integrity.  He  had  four  children,  Sarah  J.  (Mrs.  Moare), 
Rufus,  Melinda  K.,  and  George  S.  He  was  very  much  interested  in 
our  family  gatherings ;  the  last  one  he  attended  was  at  Haverhill,  in 
1887,  being  then  92  years  of  age,  at  which  gathering  he  spoke  in 
an  interesting  manner. 


WILLIAM  POOR. 

William  Poor,  of  the  sixth  generation,  in  the  line  of  Daniel, 
this  honored  citizen  of  the  town  of  Andover  reached  the  time  to 


BENJAMIN  POOR,  RAYMOND.  N.  H. 

BORN  SEPT.  24,   1795  DIED  MARCH  30,  1893. 
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"drop  off  like  a  ripe  apple,"  at  the  very  close  of  1898.  Ninety-three 
milestones  had  he  passed,  yet  after  he  was  four-score  he  retained 
his  erect  frame  and  wonted  activity,  carrying  on  his  business  well- 
nigh  to  his  ninetieth  year. 

Early  in  life  he  began  the  manufacture  of  wagons,  and  it  is 
simple  truth  to  say  that  his  name  upon  a  cart  or  wagon  has  been 
for  several  decades  a  guarantee  of  choice  materials  and  thorough 
'  workmanship.  But  since  his  passing,  the  shops  in  Frye  Village 
have  ceased  to  be  a  landmark  of  Andover. 

A  yeoman, — Strong,  sturdy,  industrious,  yet  genial,  tender- 
hearted, upright — »this  man  exalted  the  homely  virtues  and  the 
rugged  manliness  so  characteristic  of  our  race.  His  patriotism  was 
of  the  quiet  type,  yet  intense  and  watchful.  Twice  after  he  became 
an  octogenarian  was  he  seen  in  the  cavalcade  participating  in  the 
processions  during  presidential  campaigns.  Of  such  has  our  nation 
built  her  bulwarks,  and  to  such  men  do  we  owe  more  than  is  likely 
to  be  known. 

Having  served  his  generation  faithfully,  he  has  fallen  asleep, 
and  his  works  do  follow  him. 

"Something  beyond !   The  immortal  morning  stands 
Above  the  night;  clear  shines  her  precious  brow; 
The  pendulous  star  in  her  transfigured  hands 
Brightens  the  Now." 


CLAEISSA  ABBOTT  POOR 

Clarissa  Abbott  Poor  was  born  in  Andover,  Mass.,  August  25, 
1803,  and  died  in  Lawrence,  Mass.,  July  31,  1898,  aged  94  years 
11  months  and  6  days.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Caleb  Abbott  of 
Andover,  who  was  a  soldier  in  the  American  Eevolution.  He  was 
at  the  batles  of  Lexington  and  Bunker  Hill  and  in  many  other 
engagements  of  that  war,  serving,  under  several  enlistments,  over 
seven  years.  Her  mother  was  Deborah  Ames,  of  Groton,  Mass. 
Mrs.  Poor  was  the  sixth  generation  in  direct  line  from  George 
Abbot  and  Hannah  Chandler,  his  wife,  who  in  1644  were  among  the 
very  first  to  settle  in  what  is  now  North  Andover,  Mass.  At  the 
age  of  22,  she  married  the  Eev.  Ebenezer  Poor,  who  was  born  in, 
now  Peabody,  Mass,  in  1796,  and  died  in  Lawrence,  Mass.,  in  1868. 
He  was  the  sixth  generation  from  the  immigrant  Daniel  Poor. 

Mrs.  Poor  was  made  an  honorary  member  of  the  Phoebe  Fox- 
croft  Chapter,  of  Andover,  of  Daughters  of  the  Eevolution,  also  of 
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the  national  society  of  the  same  name,  and  of  the  Bunker  Hill 
Association.  Mrs.  Poor  was  possessed  with  an  excellent  memory, 
and  her  recital  of  events  which  occurred  back  in  the  early  days  of 
the  century,  were  at  once  interesting  and  instructive.  She  was  an 
earnest  Christian,  a  true  wife,  and  a  tender,  loving  mother,  and 
the  friend  and  support  of  every  good  and  worthy  cause. 

Mrs.  Poor  left  two  children,  Edward  P.  Poor,  of  Lawrence, 
and  Emily  Poor  Briggs,  of  Lexington,  Mass. 


JONATHAN  POOR 

Jonathan  Poor,  born  in  North  Andover,  April  23,  1811.  Son 
of  Joseph  and  Mary  Bradley  Poor,  grandson  of  Abraham,  in  the 
line  of  Daniel.  He  lived  on  the  farm  until  about  18  years  of  age, 
then  went  to  Methuen  and  learned  the  whweelwright  trade  of  his 
brother  William.  After  learning  his  trade,  he  went  to  work  for 
Phineas  Stevens,  at  millwright  work,  and  worked  for  him  in  Sax- 
on ville,  Nashua  and  Northampton  until  1836.  In  1837,  on  August 
30,  he  was  married  in  Schenectady,  N.  Y.,  to  Catharine  Marston, 
of  Methuen.  In  September,  1837,  he  came  to  Andover  and  entered 
into  partnership  with  his  brother  William  in  the  wheelwright  busi- 
ness, where  he  remained  for  thirty  years.  Failing  health  caused  a 
dissolution  of  the  partnership,  but  he  continued  in  his  brother's 
employ  till  a  short  time  before  his  death,  which  occurred  September 
7,  1890. 


NATHAN  H.  POOE. 

Nathan  H.  Poor,  sixth  from  Daniel,  of  Peabody,  Mass.,  and 
one  of  its  best  known  and  leading  citizens,  died  January  27,  1898, 
aged  80  years.  He  was  for  forty-one  years  Town  Clerk,  from  1855 
to  1896 ;  during  this  time  he  was  also  Treasurer  for  twenty-five 
years,  Assessor  twenty-three  years,  and  Selectman  for  thirty-two 
years.  All  of  these  positions  he  filled  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of 
his  fellow  townsmen.  During  the  Rebellion  he  was  Collector  of 
Internal  Revenue.   He  was  survived  by  a  widow  and  ten  children. 


CLEAVES  K.  HUTCHINSON. 

Cleaves  K.  Hutchinson  was  born  in  Danvers,  Mass.,  October 
21,  1827.   When  young,  he  went  with  his  parents  to  Lowell,  where 
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he  obtained  his  education.  He  was  for  a  time  employed  in  the 
Postoffice  of  that  city.  He  afterwards  went  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
where  he  resided  several  years,  returning  east  about  the  time  of  the 
commencement  of  the  Civil  War,  and  enlisted  in  the  5th  Regiment. 
M.  V.  M.,  and  served  his  enlistment,  being  most  of  the  time  in 
North  Carolina.  In  1864,  he  married  Caroline  Poor,  daughter  of 
the  late  Hon.  Henry  Poor,  of  Peabody,  Mass,  of  the  tribe  of  Daniel. 
Mr.  Hutchinson  died  in  Peabody,  April  13,  1898.  He  was  an  earn- 
est, active  worker  in  the  Poor  Family  Association,  and  his  presence 
was  sadly  missed  at  our  gathering  in  Andover. 

CHARLES  COOK  POOR. 

Charles  Cook  Poor,  tribe  of  Daniel,  died  in  Boston,  October 
18,  1897.  He  was  the  son  of  the  late  Henry  Poor,  who  was  for 
many  years  one  of  Boston's  best  known  leather  dealers,  with  resi- 
dence in  Peabody.  Mr.  Charles  Poor  was  at  his  death  the  senior 
member  of  the  firm  of  Henry  Poor  &  Sons.  He  was  well  known 
and  highly  respected  in  social  and  business  circles.  His  funeral 
services  were  conducted  by  the  Rev.  Edward  Everett  Hale;  inter- 
ment in  Lynn. 
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SKETCHES  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 


As  there  has  been  added  to  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Association  four  new  members  representing  the  Little  branch  of 
the  family,  the  descendants  of  George  Little  of  Newbury,  the  im- 
migrant who  married  Alice  Poor,  we  believe  it  to  be  in  keeping  to 
give  here  a  short  sketch  of  those  who  have  been  selected. 

While  in  this  connection  we  have  followed  with  a  brief  bio- 
graphical sketch  of  the  other  members  of  the  committee  going  out 
and  coming  in  among  us  and  mingling  in  all  of  the  social  and 
fraternal  life  of  the  association  from  its  formation,  an  introduc- 
tion to  them  is  scarcely  called  for,  yet  we  believe  nothing  to  be  out 
of  place  that  tends  to  make  us  better  acquainted  and  strengthens 
the  ties  of  kinship. 

TEIBE  OF  ALICE. 

William  Little,  the  senior  of  the  group,  of  the  seventh  genera- 
tion, was  born  in  Newbury,  Mass.,  October  14,  1825,  the  son  of 
Tristram  and  Sarah  (Little)  Little,  being  doubly  a  Little,  since 
his  mother  was  born  Little,  while  he  is  related  to  Daniel,  the  im- 
migrant, through  his  daughter,  Mary,  who  married  John  Noyes,  of 
Newbury. 

Mr.  Little  is  extensively  engaged  in  farming,  being  a  large 
land  owner,  having  in  his  possession  many  of  the  ancestral  acres 
of  George  Little  which  have  come  down  to  him  in  unbroken  suc- 
cession through  the  generations,  and  upon  a  portion  of  which  is 
located  the  house  in  which  he  was  born  and  has  always  lived,  it 
having  been  built  in  1707  by  Tristram  Little,  the  grandson  of 
George  and  Alice  Poor  Little,  the  site  of  whose  homestead  is  but  a 
few  rods  removed  and  plainly  to  be  seen  from  his  home. 

Mr.  Little  has  always  been  active  in  the  affairs  and  government 
of  his  native  town,  having  served  the  people  of  Newbury  as  their 
Town  Clerk  from  1857  to  1884,  while  he  has  also  been  a  member 
of  the  School  Committee. 

Deeply  interested  in  genealogical  and  historical  matters  he  has 
held  the  position  of  president  of  the  Historical  Society  of  Old 
Newbury  from  its  formation  in  1877,  it  being  one  of,  if  not  the 
oldest,  of  town  historical  societies  in  the  state,  while  he  also  aided 
Mr.  George  T.  Little  in  compiling  his  genealogy  of  the  Little 
Family. 


AT  ANDOVER,  1899 — BIOGRAPHICAL. 


69 


George  Thomas  Little,  while  of  the  same  common  parentage,, 
is  the  only  one  of  the  four  born  outside  of  the  Newburys,  having 
been  born  in  Auburn,  Me.,  May  14,  1857.  He  is  of  the  eighth  gen- 
eration, and  the  son  of  Edward  Toppan  Little. 

A  graduate  of  Bowdoin  College,  Brunswick,  Me.,  in  1877.  Mr. 
Little  was  for  some  years  following  his  graduation  an  instructor 
at  the  college,  and  later  he  was  appointed  to  his  present  position 
as  College  Librarian. 

Among  his  ancestors  was  Colonel  Moses  Little  of  Newbury, 
who  was  in  command  of  Newbury  soldiers  at  Louisburg  in  1758, 
and  a  regiment  of  Essex  County  troops  at  Bunker  Hill,  while  a  few 
weeks  later,  July  3,  1775,  he  was  officer  of  the  day  at  Cambridge, 
Mass.,  when  Washington  took  command  of  the  Continental  Army. 

William  and  Henry  B.  Little,  two  of  his  associates  upon  the 
committee  as  well  as  others  of  the  Little  family  are  also  descend- 
ants of  Colonel  Moses  Little. 

When  quite  a  young  man  Mr.  Little  edited  a  genealogical 
work  of  the  descendants  of  George  Little  of  Newbury,  a  book  that 
should  be  of  especial  interest  to  us  all,  while  it  is  an  acknowledged 
authority. 

Henry  Bailey,  son  of  Edward  H.  Little,  of  the  eighth  genera- 
tion, was  born  January  3,  1851,  in  the  good  old  town  of  Newbury, 
though  for  many  years  he  has  been  a  resident  of  Newburyport 
where  he  is  active  in  its  business  and  social  life.  He  is  the  presi- 
dent of  the  E.  P.  Dodge  Manufacturing  Company,  a  large  shoe 
manufactory,  it  being  one  of  the  leading  industries  of  the  city;  he 
is  also  president  of  the  Institution  of  Savings  of  Newburyport  and 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Ipswich. 

Twice  Mr.  Little  has  been  honored  by  one  of  the  two  national 
parties  as  its  nominee  for  representative  to  Congress.  With  so 
many  cares  and  interests  intrusted  to  his  charge,  his  is  a  busy  life. 

Joseph  George  Smith  Little,  eighth  generation,  son  of  Joseph 
Bartlett  Little,  was  born  in  West  Newbury,  Mass.,  September  6, 
1829,  but  with  his  parents  removed  to  Haverhill,  Mass.,  when  a  lad 
of  six  years  of  age. 

Upon  leaving  school  he  began  business  by  entering  in  upon 
the  manufacture  of  shoes,  then,  as  an  industry,  in  its  infancy,  but 
which  has  since  grown  to  great  proportions,  Haverhill  being  one 
of  its  noted  centers,  known  as  such  throughout  the  whole  land. 
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In  this  business  Mr.  Little  was  engaged  for  many  years,  retir- 
ing in  later  years  to  take  charge  of  several  large  estates. 

Mr.  Little  was  for  several  years,  under  the  town  government 
of  Haverhill,  one  of  its  assessors,  and  in  1871,  the  second  year  of 
its  municipality,  Haverhill  being  incoporated  as  a  city  in  1870,  he 
served  on  its  aldermanic  board. 

Mr.  Little  has  grown  up  with  Haverhill  and  is  among  its  best 
known  and  respected  citizens. 


TEIBE  OF  JOHK 

John  M.  Poor,  of  Haverhill,  Mass.,  was  born  in  Goffstown. 
N.  H.  Mr.  Poor  was  for  many  years  engaged  in  the  manufactury 
of  shoes  in  Haverhill,  but  is  at  present  employed  in  the  care  of  a 
large  landed  estate.  He  has  held  office  in  the  city  government  of 
Haverhill,  and  was  an  officer  in  our  late  civil  war,  serving  in  the 
50th  Massachusetts  Eegiment.  Our  chairman  comes  of  fighting 
and  patriotic  stock,  his  father  having  served  in  the  war  of  1812. 
while  his  grandfather  and  great-grandfather  were  respectively  sol- 
diers in  the  Eevolutionary  and  French  and  Indian  wars. 

He  is  the  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Poor- 
Poore  Association,  and  has,  from  the  first  gathering  of  the  family, 
in  1881,  at  Newburyport  to  the  present  time,  been  among  the  most 
active  members  in  advancing  the  interests  and  welfare  of  our  asso- 
ciation, and  in  making  successful  its  gatherings. 

Franklin  N.  Poor,  of  Somerville,  is  of  the  seventh  generation, 
and  was  born  in  Goffstown,  N.  H.,  the  birthplace  and  home  of 
many  of  the  family. 

As  a  young  man  he  became  interested  in  the  railroad  systems 
of  New  England,  in  whose  service  he  has  been  engaged  for  over 
fifty  years,  a  period  which  covers  the  greater  part  of  their  existence, 
having  been  intrusted,  as  Auditor  and  Treasurer,  with  the  accounts 
and  financial  management  of  several  of  the  railroad  companies  of 
Massachusetts ;  at  present  being  Treasurer  of  the  Vermont  &  Mas- 
sachusetts Eailroad,  which  position  he  has  held  since  1863,  being 
for  many  years  a  director  of  this  road  and  also  of  the  Fitchburg 
Eailroad. 

Mr.  Poor  is  an  enthusiastic  and  loyal  member  of  the  associa- 
tion, and  one  of  the  strong  members  of  the  Executive  Committee. 
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Darwin  M.  Poore,  of  Manchester,  N.  H.,  is  another  one  of  the 
committee  who  was  born  in  Goffstown,  N.  H.,  from  which  town  he 
entered  the  service  of  his  country,  as  one  of  its  defenders,  in  the 
war  of  the  Eebellion,  enlisting  in  the  fall  of  1863,  in  Company  B, 
New  Hampshire  Heavy  Artillery,  and  serving  until  mustered  out 
at  the  close  of  the  struggle  in  1865. 

Coming  to  Manchester,  in  1866,  a  year  later,  he  in  company 
with  his  brother,  Charles  B.,  entered  trade  as  grocery  dealers,  and 
in  1891  Darwin  M.  added  to  this  undertaking,  which  had  grown  to 
good  proportions,  that  of  the  wood  and  coal  business. 

Mr.  Poore,  in  the  early  eighties,  was  for  two  years  a  member  of 
the  city  government  of  Manchester,  which  would  indicate  that  his 
friends  and  neighbors  has  found  in  him,  as  has  the  association,  a 
strong  man  to  advise  and  counsel. 

Samuel  T.  Poor  is,  and  has  from  his  youth,  been  foremost  in 
the  business  and  social  life  of  Georgetown,  Mass.,  his  native  place. 
Until  recently  he  was  engaged  in  the  grocery  and  lumber  business, 
while  for  many  years  he  was  a  merchant  in  the  neighboring  city 
of  Haverhill. 

Of  later  years  he  has  given  the  greater  part  of  his  time  and 
attention  to  the  management  of  his  farm.  Besides  having  served 
as  Selectman,  he  has  occupied  other  town  offices.  It  is  seldom  one 
is  privileged  to  meet  a  more  genial  man  than  Samuel  T.  Poor. 

Alfred  Poore,  of  Salem,  Massachusetts,  is  the  venerable  and 
well-known  Secretary  of  the  Poor-Poore  Family  Association.  He 
has  spent  a  long  life  in  genealologieal  research  and  has  written 
very  interestingly  and  instructively  of  many  of  the  early  families 
of  the  Merrimack  Valley.  In  1881,  Mr.  Poor  published  the  gene- 
alogy of  "Ten  Generations  of  the  Family  of  John  Poore,  the  Immi- 
grant, in  1635,  to  Newbury,  Mass."  Following  his  natural  incli- 
nations he  has  devoted  himself  mainly  to  genealogical  pursuits,  in 
which  he  has  attained  a  high  degree  of  excellence.  He  spends  much 
time  in  the  registry  offices  of  Essex  and  neighboring  counties,  and 
over  the  records  of  towns  and  churches  and  in  family  visitations 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  genealogical  information. 
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TEIBE  OF  SAMUEL. 

Samuel  Poor,  of  Hampton,  N.  H.,  was  for  many  years  a  mer- 
chant in  Manchester,  JST.  H.,  and  Haverhill,  Mass.,  but  has  within 
a  few  years,  on  approach  of  age,  retired  to  a  farm  pleasantly  situ- 
ated on  the  road  from  Hampton  to  Hampton  Beach,  N.  H.,  on  the 
line  of  the  electric  railroad;  and  it  is  his  purpose,  here  on  his  own 
estate,  "to  crown  the  youth  of  labor  with  an  age  of  ease,"  and  we 
all  hope  that  his  declining  years  may  be  his  best. 

One  always  finds  Mr.  Poor  having  the  family  welfare  at  heart. 

John  Merrill  Poor,  of  West  Newbury,  Mass.,  is  one  of  the 
well-to-do  and  most  highly  respected  of  the  citizens  of  his  native 
town,  where  he  follows  that  most  ancient,  as  it  is  the  most  neces- 
sary and  useful  of  occupations,  that  of  a  farmer.  He  lives  on  the 
farm  where  he  was  born  and  where  his  father  lived  before  him. 
His  presence  at  our  gatherings  is  greeted  with  pleasure  and  gives 
added  interest  to  the  occasion. 

His  son,  John  M.  Poor,  Jr.,  is  Professor  of  Astronomy  at 
Dartmouth  College.  He  was  one  of  the  speakers  at  the  Andover 
gathering  of  our  family. 

Charles  Poore,  born  in  Eaymond,  N.  H.,  son  of  John  Linsley 
Poore.  He  received  his  education  in  the  common  schools,  served 
as  Town  Clerk  eight  years.  Enlisted  in  the  war  of  the  Bebellion 
in  Company  B,  11th  N.  H.  Vols.,  April  26,  1864.  After  joining 
his  regiment  he  was  transferred  into  the  Second  Brigade  Band,  2d 
Division,  9th  Army  Corps.  He  served  there  until  honorably  dis- 
charged at  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  made  Commander  of 
Joseph  Hooker  Post,  ISTo.  51,  G.  A.  B.,  in  1899.  He  has  always 
taken  great  interest  in  music,  both  instrumental  and  vocal.  Organ- 
ist at  the  Congregational  Church  for  over  thirty  years. 

He  entered  into  the  railroad  business  about  twenty-five  years 
ago;  served  as  station  agent  nearly  seventeen  years,  and  is  still 
serving  as  such  for  the  Boston  &  Maine  Bailroad  and  American 
Express  Company. 

Eben  L.  Poore  of  Northwood,  N".  H.,  is  a  young  and  enter- 
prising agriculturalist,  and  is  the  owner  of  a  fine  farm. 

He  is  the  youngest  member  of  the  committee,  and,  as  the 
records  of  our  gatherings  show,  he  is  regular  in  his  attendance  at 
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the  reunions,  and  a  true  and  firm  friend  of  the  association.  Mr. 
Poore,  whether  as  the  cultivator  of  his  fertile  acres  or  in  those 
other,  and  to  him,  familiar  fields  of  poesy  and  rhyme,  is  a  success, 
especially  in  the  latter,  as  is  evidenced  by  the  much  admired  hymns 
and  poems  which  he  has  composed  for  several  of  our  gatherings. 


TEIBE  OF  DANIEL. 

Henry  Varnum  Poor,  a  descendant  of  Daniel  Poor,  in  the 
sixth  generation,  and,  as  we  believe,  the  oldest  member  of  the  asso- 
ciation, was  born  in  Andover,  Maine,  December  8,  1812.  His 
father,  Sylvanus  Poor,  was  a  member  of  the  colony  from  Andover. 
Massachusetts,  which,  in  1788,  purchased  Andover,  Maine,  from 
the  state  of  Massachusetts.  His  mother,  Mary  Merrill,  was  the 
daughter  of  Ezekiel  Merrill,  the  first  settler  of  the  town,  in  1789. 
Mr.  Poor's  summer  home  is  Merrill  House,  Andover,  Maine,  built 
by  his  grandfather  in  1791. 

Mr.  Poor  has  always  taken  great  interest  in  the  association, 
though  by  reason  of  distance  unable  to  attend  its  meetings  of  late. 
At  the  gathering  in  Newburyport  in  1881,  he  delivered  the  address 
of  welcome.  He  has  freely  contributed  to  the  expense  of  its  meet- 
ings and  publications.  He  lived  for  many  years  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  where  he  established  the  "Manual  of  Eailroads  of  the  United 
States."   He  also  published  a  compendious  history  of  these  works. 

Mr.  Poor's  portrait  appears  in  this  Eeport,  accompanied  by 
that  of  his  wife,  to  whom  he  was  married  at  Brookline,  September 
7,  1841,  Mary  Wild  Pierce,  daughter  of  Eev.  John  Pierce,  D.  D., 
of  Brookline,  and  a  descendant  of  Alice  (Poor)  Little.  His  sur- 
viving children  are  Agnes  Blake,  Henry  William  (of  New  York 
city),  Lucy  Tappan,  and  Mary  Merrill,  wife  of  Alfred  D.  Chand- 
ler. The  first  and  last  named  have  been  frequent  contributors  to 
the  literary  exercises  of  our  reunions,  and  Mrs.  Chandler  is  the 
author  of  our  family  motto  song. 

Daniel  J.  Poore,  of  Merrimac,  Mass.,  is  one  of  the  brightest 
business  men  of  which  our  family  has  its  full  share;  he  is  presi- 
dent of  the  National  and  treasurer  of  the  Savings  banks  of  Merri- 
mac. He  is  well  known  in  Masonic  circles,  having  filled  many 
important  positions  in  that  order ;  he  was  president  of  the  day  at 
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the  Andover  gathering  of  the  Poor-Poore  Family  and  filled  that 
position  in  a  most  creditable  and  satisfactory  manner.  With 
Daniel  J.,  as  one  of  the  bank  presidents  who  belong  to  the  associa- 
tion, we  feel  that  we  need  not  let  the  settlement  of  any  question  of 
family  finance  that  may  arise,  trouble  us. 

Albert  Poor,  of  Andover,  Mass.,  who  from  the  first  gathering 
of  our  family,  that  at  Newburyport  in  1881,  down  to  and  including 
that  held  at  Andover,  in  1899,  has  ever  met  with  us  and  by  hand, 
tongue  and  pen  done  his  best  to  advance  the  interests  and  minister 
to  the  needs  of  these  occasions.  It  is  to  such  as  he,  loyal  and  true, 
that  the  family  owe  the  fact,  that  after  a  life  of  nearly  twenty  years 
the  association  finds  itself  today  more  useful  and  vigorous  than 
ever  before,  with  its  field  of  vision  widening  and  its  calls  of  duty 
better  answered. 

Mr.  Poor  may  well  be  entitled  to  the  first  place  among  the 
orators  of  our  family.  His  address  given,  as  orator  of  the  day,  in 
Andover,  Mass.,  in  1896,  on  the  occasion  of  the  two  hundred  and 
fiftieth  (250)  anniversary  of  its  incorporation  as  a  town,  was  a 
noble  production  and  ranks  very  high  among  others  given  on  sim- 
ilar occasions. 

Mr.  Poor  is  a  graduate  of  Harvard  College  and  Harvard  Law 
School,  by  profession  a  lawyer,  with  an  office  in  Boston,  Mass.  He 
has  represented  his  town  in  the  Massachusetts  Legislature. 

Abbott  Allen  Poor,  of  Lawrence,  Mass.,  is  of  the  eighth  gen- 
eration from  Daniel.  He  delivered  the  address  of  welcome  at  Law- 
rence at  the  5th  gathering  of  the  Poor-Poore  Family,  held  at  that 
place  September  6th,  1893.  He  is  the  Treasurer  and  Assistant 
Secretary  of  the  family  association,  and  is  the  editor  of  this  pam- 
phlet, giving  an  account  of  the  gathering  at  Andover,  with  other 
matters  pertaining  to  the  family,  which  he  hopes  will  prove  of  in- 
terest to  them. 
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FOUNDERS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  FAMILY. 

The  founders  of  the  Poor-Poore  family  in  America  were  the 
three  brothers  and  the  sister,  John,  Samuel,  Daniel  and  Alice 
Poor.  They  came  from  the  south  of  England,  and  were,  without 
doubt,  natives  of  some  one  of  the  towns  in  the  near  vicinity  of 
Salisbury. 

John,  the  elder  brother,  came  to  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony  in 
1635,  in  the  ship  "James,"  and  settled  in  the  town  of  Newbury, 
near  the  mouth  of  the  Merrimack  Kiver.  Three  years  later,  in  the 
spring  of  1638,  Samuel,  Daniel  and  Alice,  sailed  from  Southamp- 
ton, England,  in  the  ship  "Be vis,"  of  150  tons  burden,  Bobert  Bat- 
ten, Master,  and  came  to  Newbury,  where  they  joined  their  brother, 
John.  Here  Samuel  and  Alice  settled,  and  with  John,  remained 
for  life,  and  some  of  their  descendants,  from  the  seventh  to  the 
tenth  generations,  are  still  living  in  this  town. 

The  age  of  three  of  these  immigrants  when  they  came  to  New 
England  was,  as  recorded  on  the  passenger  list  of  the  "Bevis,"  Alice, 
20  years;  Samuel,  18  years;  and  Daniel,  14  years  of  age.  John 
was  at  that  time  24  years  of  age. 

Daniel,  the  youngest  of  the  family,  remained  with  his  brother 
John  for  some  years,  but  in  1644,  he,  with  others  from  Newbury, 
passed  up  the  Merrimack  Biver,  some  twenty-five  miles,  where  they 
were  the  very  first  to  settle  the  new  plantation  of  Cochickiwick, 
which  was  two  years  later,  in  1646,  to  become,  by  legislative  act  of 
the  colony,  the  town  of  Andover. 

From  those  early  days  down  to  the  present  time,  we  find  the 
family,  whether  in  the  town  meeting,  the  legislative  assembly,  or 
on  the  numberless  battle  fields  of  their  country,  ever  alive  and 
faithful  to  the  best  interests  of  their  town,  their  colony,  and  later 
of  that  great  Bepublic,  of  which  they  are  proud  to  be  members. 
Today  we  find  those  of  our  name  or  blood  in  every  state  of  our 
glorious  Union,  where  they  have  made  for  themselves  homes,  and 
carried  with  them  that  love  for  God  and  obedience  to  His  laws, 
which  in  so  full  a  measure  is  an  inheritance  to  them  from  their 
immigrant  fathers  of  Newbury  and  Andover.  While  again  their 
love  for  liberty  and  capacity  as  colonizers,  comes  as  an  inheritance 
to  them  from  those  still  earlier  ancestors;  "those  sea  Yikings  of 
the  North,  who  in  early  days  sailed  out  into,  to  them,  unknown 
seas,  conquered  Normandy,  made  conquests  in  the  Mediterranean, 
founded  a  republic  in  Iceland,  colonized  Greenland,  touched  our 
shores  centuries  before  the  days  of  Columbus,  and  who  under 
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William  the  Conqueror,  established  the  present  government  of 
England" 


COLONEL  THOMAS  POOE. 

Colonel  Thomas  Poor,  the  4th  generation  from  Daniel,  the 
immigrant,  was  born  in  Andover,  Mass.,  in  1732.  While  in  early 
life  he  worked  on  his  fathers  farm,  we  find  him  in  1755,  at  the  age 
of  23,  a  soldier  in  an  Essex  County  regiment  in  the  campaign, 
under  command  of  Major- General  Winslow,  in  Nova  Scotia,  where 
they  captured  the  enemy's  strongholds  and  made  over  7000  of  the 
Acadian  population  prisoners,  who  they  exiled  to  various  British 
colonies;  some  twenty  of  whom  were  brought  to  Andover,  where 
they  made  quiet  and  industrious  members  of  that  community. 
That  Thomas  was  a  good  soldier  is  clearly  proved  from  the  fact 
that  he  returned  home  at  the  close  of  the  campaign  with  the  rank 
of  captain.  The  war  over,  he  resumed  his  work  on  the  farm,  and 
married  Phebe  Osgood.  In  the  winter  of  1774-75,  the  war  with 
the  mother  country  being  imminent,  and  his  services  in  the  war  of 
1755  having  been  very  satisfactory  to  his  fellow  townsmen,  he  was 
looked  upon  by  them  as  a  fit  leader  in  the  coming  struggle ;  and  on 
the  31st  day  of  January,  1775,  the  men  of  the  north  parish  of 
Andover  to  the  number  of  50,  able  bodied  and  efficient,  the  young 
manhood  of  the  place,  met,  and  after  prayers  by  the  Eev.  Mr. 
Symmes  and  an  address  by  Colonel  Johnson,  they  elected  Thomas 
Poor  as  their  Captain  and  Benjamin  Farnum,  1st  Lieutenant. 
Captain  Poor  marched  with  his  command  at  the  Lexington  alarm. 
In  May  Captain  Poor  was  promoted  to  the  position  Of  Major  and 
in  that  capacity  fought  with  his  regiment,  the  Essex  County  regi- 
ment, James  Fry,  Colonel,  at  Bunker  Hill.  In  the  winter  of 
1776-77,  we  find  him  fighting  in  the  battles  of  Trenton  and  Prince- 
ton, as  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  5th  Continental  Regiment,  John 
Stark,  Colonel.  In  May,  1778,  he  was  commissioned  as  Colonel  in 
the  army,  which  position  he  held  till  honorably  discharged,  in  1779. 
from  the  service.  While  in  the  army  he  bought  a  large  farm  of 
some  250  acres  in  Methuen,  now  North  Lawrence,  bounded  by  the 
Merrimack  and  Spicket  Rivers,  and  here  on  his  return  from  the 
war  he  came  and  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days.  In  1783,  and 
again  in  1785,  Colonel  Poor  was  called  upon  to  once  again  serve  his 
state  and  county,  being  elected  as  a  Representative  to  the  Great 
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and  General  Court  of  Massachusetts.  He  died  in  1804,  aged  72 
years.  Colonel  Poor  had  three  brothers  who  served  as  soldiers  in 
the  Revolutionary  war.  General  Enoch  Poor  of  New  Hampshire 
and  Lieutenants  Abraham  and  Daniel  Poor,  of  Andover,  Mass. 

GEORGE  LITTLE. 

George  Little,  the  immigrant,  and  the  paternal  ancestor  of  the 
present  American  family  of  that  name,  came  from  London,  Eng- 
land, on  or  about  1640,  and  settled  in  Newbury,  Massachusetts. 
He  was  a  tailor  by  trade,  but  upon  coming  to  Newbury  he  engaged 
in  farming,  at  which  he  was  very  successful,  becoming  a  very  large 
land  owner.  He  at  different  times  bought  lands  in  Newbury  of 
John  Osgood,  when  he  moved  to  Andover,  Nicholas  Noyes,  Thomas 
Coleman,  and  in  company  with  Thomas  Brown,  the  farm  of  Nicho- 
las Dummer,  of  300  acres  situated  in  what  was  known  as  the 
"Birchen  Meadows;"  and  in  addition  to  the  above  he  was  a  large 
owner  of  lands  in  New  Hampshire  and  New  Jersey.  He  married 
Alice  Poor,  sister  of  the  immigrants  John,  Samuel  and  Daniel 
Poor.  They  had  five  children.  Sarah,  born  in  1652,  died  young. 
Joseph,  born  in  1653,  married  Mary  Coffin.  John,  born  in  1655, 
died  young.  Moses,  born  in  1657,  Married  Lydia  Coffin,  sister  of 
Mary,  who  married  Joseph,  his  brother.  Sarah,  born  1661,  married 
Joseph  Ilsley.  Alice  (Poor)  Little  died  in  1680,  and  in  1681, 
George  Little  took  for  his  second  wife,  Eleanor,  widow  of  Thomas 
Barnard,  of  Amesbury.  They  had  no  children.  George  Little  died 
in  1694. 

BISHOP  ROGER  POOR. 

The  surname  of  Poor  comes  down  to  those  thus  named,  from 
a  Norman  priest  by  the  name  of  Roger,  who,  when  Prince  Henry, 
son  of  William  the  Conqueror  was  passing  through  the  city  of 
Caen,  Normandy,  attracted  the  attention  of  the  Prince,  who  took 
him  with  him  to  England,  and  made  him  his  spiritual  adviser  and 
father  confessor.  As  was  then  the  custom  among  the  Normans,  on 
crossing  the  channel  into  England,  Roger  took  a  surname,  that  of 
le  Poer,  or  Poor.  He  was  able  and  ambitious  and  gained  the  con- 
fidence of  the  Prince,  who,  on  succeeding  at  his  father's  death  to 
the  throne  of  England  and  Normandy,  as  Henry  I.,  raised  Roger 
by  rapid  steps  to  high  and  important  positions  in  both  Church  and 
State,  first  as  Bishop,  and  afterwards  as  Treasurer,  and  again  as 
High  Lord  Chancellor  of  the  Realm.   While  in  the  latter  office  he 
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was  at  one  time,  during  the  absence  of  King  Henry  in  Normandy, 
for  over  a  year,  virtually  the  ruler  of  England.  He  became  pos- 
sesed  of  immense  wealth,  which  he  spent  in  building  castles  and 
cathedrals,  and  to  that  extent  that  he  was  spoken  of  by  the  writers 
of  his  day  as  Eoger,  the  great  builder  of  castles  and  cathedrals. 
Eoger  had  several  nephews,  who,  by  his  influence  were  advanced  to 
high  official  positions,  one  of  whom,  Eichard,  became  Bishop  of 
Salisbury. 

These  relatives  of  Eoger  took  with  him  the  surname  of  le 
Poer,  or  Poor,  and  it  is  from  them  that  we,  their  descendants,  the 
Poor-Poore  family  of  today,  derive  our  names  and  possess  that 
Norman  blood  which  has  for  many  centuries  flowed  through  the 
veins  of  that  proud,  brave,  resolute  and  high  minded  race. 


CORRESPONDENCE  RELATING  TO  THE  RECEIPT 
AND  ACKNOWLEDGEMENT  OF 
ENGLISH  GIFTS. 

We  here  give  a  letter  received  from  Major  Eobert  Poore  of  the 
date  of  September  1st,  1899,  which  gives  some  idea  of  the  labor  and 
care  which  our  English  friends  and  kin  gave  to  the  preparation 
and  transmission  of  the  gifts  which  they  so  bounteously  bestowed 
upon  us. 

Also  the  letter  of  the  Assistant  Secretary  to  Major  Poore, 
which  accompanied  both  the  Andover  resolutions  and  those  of  a 
later  date  adopted  and  signed  by  the  Executive  Committee  and  his 
reply  upon  its  receipt  with  the  accompanying  resolutions : 

John  M.  Poor,  Esq., 

Haverhill,  Mass. 

Old  Lodge,  Salisbury,  Sept.  1,  1899. 

My  Dear  Sir  : — 

Your  letter  of  August  23d  was  duly  received  by  my  wife  today, 
for  which  she  begs  to  thank  you. 

I  wrote  to  you  on  the  19th,  announcing  the  departure  of  the 
Banner  on  August  5,  and  they  did  not  let  me  know  this  until  just 
before  I  wrote  to  you. 

The  arms  of  the  family  were  drawn  by  the  Herald  College,  so 
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as  to  be  sure  they  would  be  quite  correct,  and  are,  as  you  are  aware, 
very  ancient,  having  belonged  to  the  family  from  antiquity  and  not 
from  any  grant  as  so  many  modern  arms  have  been. 

The  Banner  was  woven  and  embroidered  for  us  at  "The  Royal 
School  of  Art  Needle  Work,"  in  London.  But  they  packed  it  badty, 
and  it  was  then  sent  to  the  Army  and  Navy  Co-operative  Store  to 
pack  and  transmit  through  their  agents,  as  they  have  a  regular 
business  for  packing  and  transport.  And  they  had  particular  in- 
structions to  pay  all  charges,  so  I  hope  you  will  kindly  let  me  know 
if  this  was  not  fully  carried  out,  and  that  the  Banner  arrived  un- 
damaged. 

They  had  instructions  to  send  a  flag  of  arms  at  the  same  time, 
but  to  our  annoyance  this  flag  was  sent  to  us  yesterday  and  only 
sent  off  to  you  today,  so  I  am  sorry  to  say  it  will  arrive  quite  too 
late  for  the  gathering. 

The  address,  with  the  names  of  the  family  in  England,  send- 
ing the  Banner,  was  sent  by  parcel  post  to  you  August  25.  We  hope 
this  may  be  in  time. 

We  are  very  glad  you  are  pleased  with  the  Banner  and  very 
much  regret  that  none  of  us  have  been  able  to  attend  the  gathering, 
but  hope  next  time  we  may  be  more  fortunate. 

Wishing  you  and  the  family  in  America  and  the  gathering 
every  success,  believe  me  to  be,  my  dear  sir, 

Very  truly  yours, 

R.  P00RE. 


Lawrence,  Mass.,  Dec.  2,  1899. 

Major  Robert  Poore, 

Old  Lodge,  Salisbury,  England. 
Dear  Sir  : — I  have  this  day  the  honor  to  send  to  you  at  your 
address,  by  the  American  Express  Company,  prepaid,  Resolutions 
drawn  up  by  Albert  Poor,  Esq.,  of  Andover,  Mass.,  and  unani- 
mously adopted  by  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Poor-Poore 
Family  Association  in  behalf  of  the  Poor-Poore  Family,  thanking 
you  and  through  you  the  other  donors  for  the  beautiful  tributes  of 
love  and  kinship  which  were  received  by  us,  from  you,  our  English 
cousins,  at  our  last  family  gathering  held  at  Andover,  Mass.,  Aug. 
30,  1899. 

I  also  enclose  in  this  communication  a  copy  of  Resolutions 
passed  at  the  time  of  the  gathering,  but  later  it  was  thought  best 
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that  others  more  complete  should  be  prepared  by  the  committee, 
yet  I  feel  that  it  is  only  right  and  proper  that  a  copy  of  the  Ando- 
.  ver  Resolution  should  be  sent  to  you,  and  it  is  only  through  unin- 
tentional oversight  that  it  has  not  been  done  at  an  earlier  date. 

While  our  chairman,  Mr.  John  M.  Poor,  has  informally  ac- 
knowledged the  receipt  of  the  gifts,  yet  I  hope  you  will  pardon  the 
delay  of  official  acknowledgement.  It  has  taken  more  time  than 
was  expected  to  prepare  and  engross  the  resolutions  and  obtain  the 
signatures  of  the  committee,  which  was  done  by  a  personal  visit  on 
each  member  at  his  home.  I  hope  in  due  time  the  package  will 
reach  you  in  safety  while  I  should  be  pleased  to  hear  from  you 
upon  its  receipt.  Permit  me,  sir,  in  closing  to  express  my  admira- 
tion for  the  courage  and  patriotism  displayed  by  your  sons,  who  I 
learn  through  your  letter  to  Mr.  Poor,  of  Haverhill,  have  entered 
their  country's  service  in  her  African  war.  That  their  lives  may  be 
spared  and  a  speedy  victorious  peace  return  to  them  to  you  and  to 
yours  unharmed  is  the  sincere  hope  and  desire  of 

Most  respectfully  yours,  in  fraternity, 

Abbott  A.  Poor,  Asst.  Secy. 


Old  Lodge,  Salisbury,  England,  Dec.  15,  1899. 
My  Dear  Kinsmen  : — 

I  thank  you  very  much  for  your  letter  of  December  2,  received 
by  me  this  morning  and  enclosing  a  copy  of  the  acknowledgments 
and  very  kindly  appreciation  of  the  Banner,  and  the  very  handsome 
Resolution  in  vellum,  signed  by  all  the  members  of  the  Executive 
Committeee  of  the  Poor-Poore  Family  Association,  U.  S.  A.,  in 
good  order. 

Pray  thank  them  in  the  name  of  the  family  in  England  for 
the  generous  recognition  of  the  feeling  which  prompts  us,  and  may 
our  union  be  strong  and  everlasting. 

I  will  send  you  letter  on  to  Sir  Richard  Poore,  at  present  serv- 
ing as  Captain  of  a  line  of  battleship  in  the  Mediterranean ;  he  will 
be  much  pleased  with  your  kindly  appreciation. 

As  to  delay,  goodness  knows,  we  were  long  enough  about  the 
Banner,  it  was  begun  nearly  two  years  before  it  was  sent,  and  what 
with  one  thing  and  another,  it  was  barely  in  time  when  it  was  sent. 

Personally,  I  thank  you  much  for  your  expressions  about  my 
sons ;  one  of  them  has,  I  believe,  been  through  Lord  Methuen's  four 


AT  ANDOVER,  1899 — CORRESPONDENCE.  81 

engagements,  and  so  far,  thank  God,  he  is  safe,  but  it  is  an  anxious 
time. 

With  our  kindest  regards  to  the  American  Association,  believe 
me  to  be, 

Very  truly  yours, 

E.  POORE. 

Abbott  A.  Poor,  Esq., 

Assistant  Secretary, 

Poor-Poore  Family  Association. 


The  following  comprehensive  description  of  the  gifts  received 
from  our  kin  of  England  appeared  in  the  Haverhill  Gazette : 

"The  organized  association  of  the  Poor  family  in  this  country 
received  a  few  weeks  ago  some  beautiful  tokens  of  appreciation  and 
interest  from  families  in  England  who  bear  the  same  name.  One 
of  the  gifts  is  a  perfectly  magnificent  banner,  one  yard  in 
width  and  five  feet  in  length,  and  wrought  in  solid  silk  upon  a 
silver  ground.  It  is  shield-shaped  and  bears  a  broad  bar  of  blue 
across  the  centre  with  two  large  crimson  stars  above  and  one  below 
the  bar.  The  stars  and  bar  are  in  solid  needle-work,  hand  wrought, 
and  done  in  the  Kensington  Art  School,  London.  The  banner  is 
lined  with  heavy  white  silk  and  mounted  upon  a  silvered  pole  with 
a  heavy  silver  cord  and  tassels.  Besides  this,  a  flag  was  sent,  also 
in  our  national  colors,  six  feet  square,  and  of  fine  bunting  and 
bearing  the  bar  of  blue  on  a  white  ground  and  the  three  crimson 
stars.  The  design  of  these  articles  follows  that  of  the  coat  of  arms 
of  the  Poore  family  and  was  put  into  the  red,  white  and  blue  as  a 
compliment  to  the  American  organization.  Accompanying  these 
was  a  testimonial,  most  exquisitely  done  by  hand  in  illuminated 
letters  on  vellum,  also  in  red,  white  and  blue,  which  conveyed 
friendly  greeting  from  the  large  family  who  bear  the  name  of  Poore 
in  England  to  that  bearing  the  same  name  in  America.  Thirty 
names  followed,  with  their  places  of  residence.  Among  the  names 
were  many  bearing  titles,  and  others  widely  known  in  the  realms  of 
science  and  literature.  Others  denoted  high  rank  in  the  English 
navy  and  army.  The  whole  is  exceedingly  valuable  and  compli- 
mentary to  the  recipients,  and  most  interesting  to  them  as  a  sou- 
venir and  as  an  artistic  production.    At  present  the  three  choice 
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specimens  of  English  handiwork  are  in  the  custody  of  Mr.  J ohn  M. 
Poor  of  this  city,  the  president  of  the  association.  They  will  repay 
one  for  examination,  and  Mr.  Poor  will  gladly  show  them  to  vis- 
itors." 

Mr.  Poor  has  had  the  Memorial  Scroll  handsomely  framed. 


Letter  from  John  M.  Poor,  Esq.,  accepting  the  custodianship  of  the 
English  Memorials. 

Haverhill,  Mass.,  1899. 
To  the  Poor-Poore  Family  Association  : 

I  hereby  most  sincerely  thank  you  for  the  honor  bestowed  upon 
me,  in  making  me  the  custodian  of  the  beautiful  gifts  sent  us  by  our 
interested  and  generous  kinsmen  of  England. 

I  shall  use  the  utmost  care  in  keeping,  preserving  and  protect- 
ing these  exceedingly  valuable  testimonials  from  our  benefactors 
from  over  the  seas,  and  I  invite  all  members  of  our  family  of  what- 
ever name,  and  any  friend  not  a  member,  interested  in  the  same,  to 
call  at  20  Park  Street,  Haverhill,  Mass.,  where  we  shall  be  pleased 
at  any  time  to  show  the  unique  and  beautiful  tokens  of  regard  and 
friendship  from  our  English  cousins,  hoping  that  this  new  inspira- 
tion coming  to  us  from  the  English  family  and  the  addition  to  our 
family  circle  of  the  Little  branch  will  greatly  encourage  and 
strengthen  the  bonds  of  kinship  now  so  happily  united  on  both 
sides  of  the  Atlantic. 

Loyally  yours, 

John  M.  Poor. 


It  was  the  hope  and  desire  to  have  had  a  short  sketch  of  the 
English  family  and  its  members  prepared  for  this  report  by  Major 
Poore.  Unfortunately,  our  request  was  not  made  in  season  for 
him  to  prepare  it  for  this  publication.  Yet,  as  much  can  be  learned 
in  this  connection  by  the  letters  and  memorial  scroll  received  from 
England,  we  will  not  attempt  anything  upon  this  subject.  We 
hope  the  next  report  will  contain  such  an  article  from  the  pen  of 
Major  Poore. 


SARAH  E.  POOR,  HAVERHILL,  MASS. 

(MRS    JOHN  M  POOR 
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STATEMENT  OF  SPECIAL  COMMITTEE. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  held  November  2, 
1899,  at  Haverhill,  a  special  committee  was  appointed,  consisting 
of  Albert  Poor,  Daniel  J.  Poore,  and  Henry  B.  Little,  to  consider 
the  advisability  of  the  legal  incorporation  of  the  Family  Associa- 
tion under  the  state  laws  of  Massachusetts.  There  is  below  a 
statement  made  by  this  committee. 

The  Executive  Committee  are  contemplating  a  conversion  of 
the  association  into  a  corporation  regularly  organized  under  the 
laws  of  Massachusetts.  The  change  is  deemed  advisable  as  giving 
for  many  reasons  a  greater  coherence  and  strength  to  the  associa- 
tion. With  the  notice  to  be  sent  out  of  the  publication  of  this  re- 
port will  be  included  some  more  definite  announcement  about  the 
corporation. 


Edward  Erie  Poor,  one  of  the  ablest  and  most  successful  busi- 
ness men  of  New  York  city,  was  born  in  Boston  some  sixty  years 
ago,  where  he  attended  school.  At  the  early  age  of  fourteen  he 
began  his  business  career  as  clerk  in  a  dry  goods  house.  In  a  few 
years  he  became  partner  in  the  firm,  of  which  he  is  now  the  head, 
that  of  Denny,  Poor  &  Company,  with  branches  in  Boston,  Balti- 
more, Philadelphia  and  Chicago.  Mr.  Poor  is  also  president  of  the 
National  Park  Bank,  of  New  York  city,  with  a  capital  of 
$2,000,000,  a  very  large  surplus  and  a  deposit  of  $65,000,000. 

Mr.  Poor's  home  is  in  Hackensack,  N.  J.  He  is  of  the  tribe  of 
John.  His  letter  and  picture  will  be  found  on  other  pages  of  this 
pamphlet. 

There  are  presented  in  this  report,  the  portraits  of  Mrs.  Sarah 
E.  Poor,  wife  of  our  Chairman,  John  M.,  of  Haverhill,  and  their 
daughter,  Mary  M.  Poor.  Mrs.  Poor  has  always  been  devoted  to  the 
best  interests  of  the  Association. 

We  can  hardly  believe,  as  we  look  upon  the  fair  countenance 
of  Miss  Mary,  that  this  young  miss,  who  is  about  to  enter  the 
Haverhill  High  School,  and  who  through  youthful  eyes,  bright 
with  hope  and  courage,  looks  forward  in  happy  anticipation  to 
coming  years  of  young  womanhood,  now  so  near  at  hand,  is  the 
same  person,  who  as  an  infant  of  eight  months,  resting  in  the  arms 
of  her  father,  was  presented  to  the  Haverhill  gathering  by  him, 
September  14,  1887,  being  introduced  as  the  youngest  member  of 
the  family;  she  having  been  born  January  25,  1887. 


84 


THE  POOR-POORE  FAMILY  GATHERING 


NOTES  AND  INCIDENTS. 


The  Family  Motto,  "Pauper,  non  in  spe"  is  indeed  an  inspir- 
ing one,  "Poor,  but  not  in  hope." 


Daniel  J.  Poore  was  the  right  man  in  the  right  place  as  the 
president  of  the  day  at  And  over. 


The  compiler  desires  to  acknowledge  the  kindly  service  ex- 
tended to  him  by  Albert  Poor,  in  the  preparation  of  this  report. 


J ohn  Linsley  Poore,  father  of  Charles  Poore,  of  the  Executive 
Committee,  is  the  oldest  resident  of  Raymond,  N.  H.  He  is  91 
years  of  age. 


We  should  have  made  mention  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  report 
of  the  collection  which  was  taken  at  the  gathering.  This  collection 
amounted  to  $62.88. 


Notwithstanding  a  statement  made  in  the  newspapers  that 
the  next  reunion  would  be  held  at  Newburyport,  no  location  has  as 
yet  been  selected.  Ample  notice  will  be  given  of  the  date  and  place 
of  the  next  gathering. 


Though  Mrs.  Thompson  of  Lowell  said  but  a  few  words  we 
were  glad  to  hear  from  her.  We  are  pleased  to  have  the  ladies  take 
part  in  the  exercises  of  the  gatherings  and  hope  many  more  will 
avail  themselves  of  this  privilege  at  our  next  reunion. 


We  know  we  voice  the  sentiment  of  the  Poor-Poore  Family  in 
extending  congratulations  to  D.  J.  Poore,  president  of  the  day, 
at  our  Andover  gathering,  on  his  recent  promotion  from  the  cash- 
iership  to  the  presidency  of  the  Merrimac  National  Bank. 


MISS  MARY  M.  POOR.  HAVERHILL.  MASS. 

(DAUGHTER  OF  MR.  AND  MRS   JOHN  M.  POOR 
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Senator  Depew  says  he  "would  rather  have  had  an  ancestor  at 
Bunker  Hill  or  Yorktown  than  to  have  millions."  If  this  state- 
ment of  the  senator  is  correct,  then  indeed  can  the  families  of  Poor- 
Poore  feel  themselves  rich  in  their  wealth  of  revolutionary  ancestry. 


Never  had  an  association  a  more  faithful  member  and  official 
than  has  ours,  in  the  person  of  our  venerable  and  respected  Secre- 
tary, Alfred  Poore,  of  Salem,  who  has  given  a  lifetime  to  family 
research. 

A  portrait  of  Mr.  Poore  appears  in  this  report. 


There  was  a  Thomas  Poor,  who  died  in  Andover,  Mass.,  in 
1695,  who  was  probably  brother  of  John,  Samuel,  Daniel  and  Alice. 
It  is  thought  he  was  a  bachelor,  there  being  no  record  of  his  mar- 
riage, or  having  a  family.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  King  Philip 
war,  for  which  service  he  received  13  pounds,  16  shillings. 


At  the  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  held  November  2, 
at  Haverhill,  John  M.  Poor  of  that  city  was  re-elected  chairman 
of  the  Executive  Committee,  which  position  he  has  most  cred- 
itably filled  from  the  time  of  the  formation  of  the  Family  Asso- 
ciation, and  under  his  leadership  we  shall  look  for  the  same 
progress  in  the  future  that  has  been  ours  as  an  association  in  the 
past. 


Andover,  in  which  was  held  the  last  gathering,  is  one  of  the 
most  interesting  and  historic  of  New  England  towns.  A  place  dear 
to  us  as  a  family,  for  to  it  came  Daniel,  the  youngest  of  the  immi- 
grant brothers,  in  about  1644,  who  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers, 
and  through  its  long  and  honored  history,  the  Poors  have  ever  been 
a  worthy  and  active  factor  in  the  citizenship  of  the  town. 

In  1896  the  town  celebrated  the  250th  anniversary  of  its  incor- 
poration, and  at  that  time  one  of  the  descendants  of  Daniel,  he 
whom  we  all  so  well  and  pleasantly  know,  Albert  Poor,  was  chosen 
by  his  townsmen  as  the  orator  of  the  day.  The  oration,  for 
eloquence  and  breadth  of  research,  was  a  marked  effort. 

James  C.  Poor,  a  brother  of  Albert,  is  the  representative  of 
the  town  to  the  General  Court  for  the  year  of  1900. 
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We  present  on  another  page  a  fine  likeness  of  General  Enoch 
Poor,  taken  in  his  Continental  uniform.  This  is  from  a  sketch 
made  while  in  the  army  by  his  friend  and  fellow-officer,  General 
Thaddeus  Kosciusko,  the  brave  Polish  patriot  and  soldier. 


William  T.  Davis,  in  his  sketch  of  the  town  of  Newbury,  Mass., 
in  the  history  of  Essex  County,  says,  that  "among  the  freeholders  of 
Newbury,  in  1642,  were  Bond,  Brown,  Morse,  Franklin,  Morrill, 
Smith,  White,  Knight,  Hutchins,  Clark,  Kent,  Allen,  Little,  Poore, 
all  of  which  names  could  be  found  among  the  residents  of  the  town 
of  Newbury,  Hampshire  County,  England,  of  the  same  period. 
Newbury  is  some  thirty-five  miles  from  Salisbury." 


Our  worthy  chairman,  John  M.  Poor,  has  for  sale  photo- 
graphs of  General  Enoch  Poor,  from  a  painting  by  General 
Kosciusko,  also  of  the  order  issued  by  General  Poor  at  Valley  Forge 
to  deserters  from  the  army ;  and  a  cut  of  the  old  Poor  homestead  at 
North  Andover,  Mass. 

Price:   Single  pictures,  25  cents;  or  five  for  one  dollar. 

Mr.  Poor's  address  is  20  Park  Street,  Haverhill,  Mass. 


The  Assistant-Secretary  wishes  here  to  give  expression  to  the 
enjoyment  that  was  his,  as  he  made  the  journey  among  his  asso- 
ciates of  the  Executive  Committee,  visiting  them  at  their  homes,  to 
obtain  their  signatures  to  the  memorial  resolutions;  while  he  also 
desires  to  thank  them  for  the  courtesy  and  cordial  welcome,  which 
they  extended  to  him,  upon  this  occasion,  which  has  made  it  to  him, 
one  of  the  pleasantest  events  of  a  lifetime. 


While  we  need  never  be  ashamed  of  our  name,  yet  we  would 
not  deny  that  there  may  be  occasions  when  in  no  derogatory  sense 
it  may  cause  us  a  moment  of  temporary  embarrassment.  Such  a 
moment,  we  feel,  was  once  experienced  by  one  of  our  family,  who  as 
a  Sunday  School  scholar,  was,  in  common  with  the  other  members 
of  the  school,  called  upon  to  read  in  turn  from  the  Good  Book,  and 
who  upon  rising  was  surprised,  if  not  somewhat  confused,  to  per- 
ceive that  the  portion  of  the  Scriptures  which  fell  to  him  as  his  to 
read  was  the  8th  verse,  12th  chapter,  St.  John. 
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Without  having  by  any  means  made  an  exhaustive  or  complete 
list,  we  find  the  following  among  the  names  of  the  families  with 
whom  the  Massachusetts'  Poors  had  intermarried  as  early  as  about 
the  year  1700 : 

Little,  Farnum,  Osgood,  Noyes,  Moody,  Pettingale,  Dane, 
Granger,  Marstin,  Mooar,  Stevens,  Austin,  Coffin,  Cutting,  Tit- 
comb,  Ilsley,  Hale,  Smith,  Putnam,  Wallingford,  Clarke,  Sawyer, 
West,  Bachelor,  Morse,  Godfrey,  Jaques,  Brown,  Dean,  Bailey 
and  Dole. 


Whatever  may  be  the  opinion  regarding  England's  attitude 
toward  the  Boers,  or  her  responsibility  for  the  present  war,  none 
can  question  the  courage  and  enthusiasm  with  which  her  sons  have 
responded  to  her  call,  and  their  heroism  at  the  front  calls  to  our 
mind  that  same  display  of  patriotism  in  our  own  land,  when  in 
1861  the  youth  and  manhood  of  the  North  rallied  to  the  nation's 
defense  in  her  hour  of  danger. 

Many  of  the  Poores  of  England  are  engaged  in  the  South 
African  war,  Major  Eobert  Poore  having  three  sons  in  service  there. 


Who  would  presume  to  say  that  there  is  no  such  person  as  a 
Simon  Pure  American  when  all  about  are  our  kinsmen  of  the 
seventh,  eighth  and  tenth  generation,  who  were  born  and  with  their 
families  are  living  in  houses  built  by  their  forefathers,  which  with 
their  attending  broad  acres  have  come  down  to  them  as  a  family 
inheritance  from  father  to  son  through  all  the  years  since  the  early 
days  of  the  17th  century. 

Henry  V.  Poor,  of  Andover,  Maine;  John  M.  Poor,  of  West 
Newbury;  William  Little,  of  Newbury  and  Asa  K.  Poor,  of  Kay- 
mond,  N.  H.,  are  among  this  number. 


Frederick  H.  Hedge,  of  Lawrence,  who  is  a  descendant  of 
Alice  Poor  Little,  is  a  member  of  the  Association  and  a  frequent 
attendant  at  its  gatherings. 

Mr.  Hedge,  who  is  the  Librarian  of  the  Lawrence  Public 
Library,  has  placed  upon  its  shelves  a  complete  file  of  the  reports 
of  all  the  previous  family  gatherings.  Mr.  George  T.  Little  has 
also  made  a  like  donation  to  the  Bowdoin  College  Library,  Bruns- 
wick, Maine,  of  which  he  is  Librarian.  Will  not  others  among 
the  generously  disposed  of  the  family  follow  their  example  and 
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donate  to  the  library  of  their  city  or  town  a  similar  gift.  Copies  of 
the  reports  can  be  purchased  of  the  Secretary,  Alfred  Poore,  of 
Salem,  Mass. 


All  of  our  family  gatherings  have  met  in  old  Essex,  Massachu- 
setts, and  excepting  that  held  in  Peabody  in  1890,  in  cities  or  towns 
on  the  banks  of  the  Merrimae.  What  more  appropriate  and  blessed 
spot  for  our  reunion  than  in  the  valley  of  our  beloved  river,  the 
theme  of  poets,  the  abode  of  industry !  Here  our  ancestors  first  set- 
tled and  through  all  the  years  and  generations  it  has  ever  been  to  us 
and  to  our  fathers — home. 

"The  miner  in  his  cabin  hears 

The  ripple  we  are  hearing; 
It  whispers  soft  to  home-sick  ears 

Around  the  settler's  clearing: 
In  Sacramento's  vales  of  corn, 

Or  Santee's  bloom  of  cotton, 
Our  river  by  its  valley-born 

Was  never  yet  forgotten." 

"There  is  a  land,  of  every  land  the  pride, 

Beloved  by  heaven  o'er  all  the  world  beside ; 

That  land  thy  country,  and  that  spot  thy  home." 


Edward  P.  Poor,  of  Lawrence,  was,  we  believe,  one  of  the 
first  to  enter  into  correspondence  with  the  English  members  of  the 
Poore  family,  regarding  family  genealogy,  and  to  interest  them  in 
our  American  branch.  He  has  had  correspondence  with  Major 
Robert  Poore,  Old  Lodge,  Salisbury,  England,  and  in  the  course  of 
this  correspondence,  has  received  from  that  gentleman  a  most 
carefully  prepared  chart  of  the  pedigree  of  the  Poores  of  County 
Wiltshire,  England,  which  brings  the  descent  down  from  Philip 
Poore,  of  Amesbury,  England,  who  died  in  1585,  to  the  present 
family  at  Salisbury  and  vicinity,  to  whose  members  we  are  indebted 
for  our  gifts.  This  chart  is  now  in  the  custody  of  John  M.  Poor,  of 
Haverhill,  Mass.  Philip  was  doubtless  a  direct  descendant  from 
the  family  of  Bishop  le  Poer,  or  Poor,  of  Salisbury,  of  the  11th 
century. 
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Anyone  desirous  of  obtaining  copies  of  this  pamphlet,  giving 
an  account  of  the  Poor-Poore  family  gathering,  held  at  Andover, 
Mass.,  August  30,  1899,  and  other  matters  of  interest  to  the  family, 
can  obtain  them  of  the  following  persons :  Abbott  A.  Poor,  Law- 
rence, Mass.,  Treasurer  of  the  Association ;  John  M.  Poor,  Chair- 
man of  Executive  Committee,  20  Park  Street,  Haverhill,  Mass. ; 
and  Edward  P.  Poor,  of  Lawrence,  Mass. 

Price:    Single  copies,  40  cents;  or  three  for  $1.00. 

It  is  hoped  all  will  avail  themselves  of  this  privilege. 

With  this  announcement  we  finish  our  labors,  and  bid  adieu 
to  our  kinsmen,  the  readers. 


» 


